A PLANET IN DISTRESS

AAnNnd y ou wi || hear of war s and rumor
are not troubled; for all these things must come to pass, butthe

end is not yet. For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom

against kingdom. And there will be famines, pestilences, and

earthquakes in various places. All these are the beginning of

sorrows. o( M&tt 24:6

How much difference can five years make in the life of a planet? In the case of this planet,
they make an enormous difference. What happened on the earth since we published the first
edition of The Christian Herald can only be described in catastrophic terms.

The earthquakes have increased in frequency and devastation; the weather has become more
unpredictable and more virulent around the world; the environment is reeling from the stress of
population explosion; disease epidemics are out of control in many parts of the world; and the
greenhouse gases are already warming the planet.

At the national and international level, genocidal wars are raging out of control from Africa to
the Balkans, and from the Indian subcontinent to the former Soviet empire. The United Nations,
with which rested the hope of mankind for a better world, has proven that it c annot take care of
itself, let alone of the affairs of the world.

Never in the history of the world has humanity faced so many dangers from so many quarters,
yet never has there been more ignorance about t
1992, in our No 2 edition of The Christian Herald , we wrote:

iwWwhat were considered alarmist predictions a fe
exceeded many times over. We are now learning about world problems which only a few years ago
were unheard of. A decade ago no one knew about AIDS. Half a decade ago there was no talk about
the thinning of the ozone layer. These problems alone pose catastrophic dangers. AIDS is threatening
to destroy the regenerating power of many nations. The thinning of the ozone layer is posing a threat
to the vegetation and the microscopic marine organisms - the very support of life on earth - in
addition to whatever harm they may do directly to human beings.
In February this year, scientists raised the alarm when they discovered that the depletion of the

ozone |l ayer is much worse than previously thought
alarming, the scientists said, that they decided to release them before completion of the data analysis

inlate Mar c h . & 6Everybody should be alarmed about t|
t he National Aeronautics and Space Administration
ozone destruction. 't 6s i n Sgdndy Korning lderakl ¢ Felw. &,y1992).h a n
Compare this with the following statement mad:
newspaper:

nlf we are to keep the wolf of famine from the
Slashed nets, capured ships, loaded guns and international charges of piracy on the high sees these
are the alarm warnings of the | atest world confl
Fish wars like the recent row between Canada and Spain areikely to escalate. Australia has so far
clashed with five nations over fishing and our waters face an annual invasion by 500 foreign vessels.
The oceans, once deemed inexhaustible, are approaching their limits. Thirty years ago, the World
Food Congressin Rome issued a grave warning about the capacity of humanity to feed its growing
population. The outcome-t he f gr e e n -changedtheudca obghobal agriculture.

But 25 years on, the food machine has run down. More people are impoverished and
malnourished, and more children are dying than at any time in history. The world faces a potential
food crisis greater than envisaged in 1966. The reason is that international political support for raising
food output has waned. No where is the crisis mae acute than in the seas: twoathirds of the great
fisheries are in trouble. Despite a trebling in the number of fishing boats, the global catch has
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stagnated. Yet fish are the primary source of an
half.. . The goal of the international agricultural research centers is not to provide aid, but to give

people the technologies to fed themselves. Only that can avert a neveending sequence of crises. The

big question vexing many researchers and foodplanners is: where is the next great leap in food output

to come from? The earth is running out of arable land and fresh water to grow more crops and

| i v e s tThecAlstradian , May 23, 1995).

Julian Cribb, the author of this article, went on to sugge st that large scale fish farming on

coastal areas may be the solution to feeding th
could create yet more problems. The fish far ms
or make poor peopletheeconomi ¢ | oser so.

When the alarm bells were first heard about the depletion of the ozone layer and the danger
coming from warming of the planet, a number of scientists raised their voices in protest saying
that the earth is not warming, but cooling, and t hat, in any case, this is a natural phenomenon no
di fferent than the periodic fiice ageo cycles th
They were wrong; deadly wrong. There is nothing natural about what is happening in the
world at present. It is all man-made, it is universal, and it is irreversible. Only God can stop the
world from annihilation now, but He will not do it until humanity has learned its lesson to the
full. It is a |l esson humanity did not need to
instruction and revelation. But they wanted to experiment and find out the truth for themselves.
That started humanity on its current road to oblivion. For six thousand years, human beings have
been searching for truth, peace and prosperity, yet all they achieved is universal deception, never
ending wars and widespread poverty. Time magazine wrote:

ACAN JUSTI CE EVER BE DONE?O0 AAround the worl d
the present and act as an engine driving modern politics. Is forgetting possible? The sins of the
fathers beget wrath in the sons. Down the generations, blood exacts blood. During the Second World
War, Serbian Chetniks allied with Fascist Italy carried out systematic raids across the river Drina to
murder Bosnian Mu slims. Guerilla propaganda painted the Slavic Muslims as hated Turks, who had
ruled the Balkans for 500 years... Fifty years later, the Drina bridges again served as makeshift
Gol gothas of o6ethnic cleansingd by, dpscebedhowshea®ler bs
10 other Muslims were led to a bridge in May of 1992. Her cousin Hamet, 50, was tortured and
beheaded. One Serb 6took the head as if it were a
head flew down into the Drina. The killer went off into fits of laughter as he watched the blood drip
from his knife. 6 AThis is the stuff nightmares
themselves for one overriding reason: because the hideous sins of the past were neveroperly
addressed. . . 0 ACivilization is not supposed to
world, horrors of history continue to haunt the present and act as an implacable engine driving
modern politics. From the streets of Buenos Aires to archives in Berlin, from the highlands of Ethiopia
to the hills of El Salvador and paddy fields of Bangladesh, demands to redress injustices of yesteryear
- or sometimes yesterday- bedevil public life still. Victims of oppression in one time communi st
regimes struggle to cope with ruthless social engineers who continue to live among them. Many
Asians still burn with rage today over atrocities committed by imperial Japan two generatlons ago and
longer. Everywhere, scarred societies strive foranelus ve bal ance. . . 0 AAlthou
accounts so far has eluded longsuffering Cambodia, where the 197579 Khmer Rouge reign of horror
resulted in at least 1 million deaths, more recent orgies of epic bloodshed both in Bosnia and in
Rwanda havebeen appalling enough to prompt the establishment of special UN-sponsored
international tribunals in the Hague. .. O

AnWhet her t h e dikeproceedirgs illeachgeve a semblance of their aims is open to
guestion. International courts are not above politics. Because France had helped prop up the old
Hutu -led regime in Rwanda - where wholesale massacres last year killed more than 500,000 people,
most of them minority Tutsi - Paris has been lukewarm in its support of the UN panel. On the other
hand, criti cs of the Ethiopian trials have charged the Tigrean-dominated government with singling out
the countryds traditionally dominant Amhara peopl
beyond doubt, though, is that unsettled and unforgotten grievances do not simply go away. They
rankle, divide and remain nearly impossible to put to rest. Amnesties can help wipe the slate clean,
but more times than not the blood stains, I|Iike th
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scrubbed into invincibilit y . Says Mariano Grondona, a prominent
person with a childhood trauma. It reappears as nightmares and neuroses until he brings it out in the
open and | ooks at it. That iTanetMap22t19086)r apeuti c qua

It is as if this passage has been taken from the Bible. Indeed, there is no more therapeutic
quality than truth (and repentance), yet fewer things are more lacking in the world today than
truth (and repentance).

AYour wor d iJesusChristteferdng o ¢he \Word of God - the Bible. Yet,this is the
most maligned book in the world today. Why? Why have academic establishments all over the
world targeted this book? What does it contain that makes them rage with fury when it is
mentioned in their forums? And why are the scientists who are turning back to the truth of the
Bible being ostracized from their midst? What does the Bible contain that your leaders do not
want you to know?

You will be surprised and gladdened to know the whole truth. So stay tune and prepare
yourself for what could be the revelation of your life.

THE TRINITY - RESTORING THE TRUTH

fAAnd you shall know the truth, and the truth s

One of the most important biblical conce pts, which has been a topic of debate among
theologians for nearly two Millennia, is again the focus of major controversy. In the last few
years, a number of books, booklets and articles have appeared on the market, mainly from the
Churches of God, whichc | ai m t o fAproveod that the view held
Orthodox and Protestant Churches) about the Trinity - Father, Son and Holy Spirit - is wrong,
that the correct view is Father and Son only; aDuality, in other words, rather than a Trinity.

This controversy can be summarized by the way in which each camp has defined the Holy
Spirit. Traditional churches have been speaking of hypostases- a triune God of Father, Son and
Holy Spirit, or three dconsntumity of substancdor threednwrelarsd s h ar
one in three - flunseparated, uncreated and ungeneratedo .

The Churches of God, on the other hand, have rejected this explanation on the pretext that not
even its proponents understand it, let alone the average person. But they resolved this mystery by
doing to the Holy Spirit what they have done to the soul long ago - they dispensed with them both.

It is a well known fact that the Churches of God resolve difficult theological concepts by
ignoring, discarding or giving t hem an interpretation which has little or nothing to do with the
Bible. Unless they have changed again they have the habit of changing their doctrines often and

unexpectedly, and incorporating ot heheyhplcktoep!| e 6 s
view that human beings have no soul, that their
i's not a distinct personality within the Trinit

emanating from the mind of God which He uses to carry out His purpose.

If they are right, it means that there are people who are soulless and Spirit-less creatures-
walking corpses - a frightening prospect. They may well be right for Jesus Christ did say that
there are people who appear to be alive but who ae in fact dead.

Mat 8:21 Then another of His disciples said to Him, "Lord, let me first go and bury my father."
Mat 8:22 But Jesus said to him, "Follow Me, and let the dead bury their own dead."

Since the Churches of God still believe in the resurection, we would like to ask what is it that
survives the body after death that could be resurrected if there is no soul apart from the body?
We would also like to know if they have ever read or heard of these Scriptures:
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1Ki 17:20 Then he cried outto the LORD and said, "O LORD my God, have You also brought tragedy
on the widow with whom | lodge, by killing her son?"

1Ki 17:21 And he stretched himself out on the child three times, and cried out to the LORD and said,
"O LORD my God, | pray, let this child's soul come back to him .

1Ki 17:22 Then the LORD heard the voice of Elijah;and the soul of the child came back to him,
and he revived.

Mat 10:28 And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him who is
able to destroy both soul and body in hell.

Should they say that they know these Scriptur.
We know perfectly well that they are capable of explaining everything - in their own peculiar way.
There are many exanples in the Bible which indicate that the soul and the body are different
entities, but these should be enough to show that the Churches of God do not let facts get in the
way of their preconceived ideas. The fact is, with all the fanfare about their new theology, they
have not been able to produce a single biblical example to substantiate it. This is not unexpected,
for the Scriptures never portray God as having anything coming out of, or sitting on, His head
except a crown. If what they say is true, theHoly Spirit is invisible not only to human beings, but
to angels and heavenly personalities too.
The examples they give indicate that they hav.
characteristics with His manifestations. In the Bible, He has manifested Himself as a dove, a
breeze, a human being, etc., but that did not prevent Jesus Christ and His Apostles speaking of
Him in personal terms. Their theology says more about their knowledge and understanding of
the Scriptures than what the Bible says aboutthe Holy Spirit.

NCALLED AND CHOSENDO

Unlike other religions, Christianity operates on two levels. First, people are called to
repentance and given a chane to change their way of life,then they are judged and, according to
their achievements, are granted a place in the Kingdom of God. Those who refuse to repent and
continue to live in sin are disposed of in a great lake of fire at judgment time. This is what Jesus
Christ meant when He said, fAmany @lI6,£2:1kcha Wéad , b u
all called to repentance once, then wait in hope and expectation that atjudgment time we will also
be chosen. The calling comes before repentance and the choosing after judgment.

Persistent effort i n ovesrpaemstudypftioeSaiptges,o wn we a
meditation on the | aw of God, understanding God
particular and, ultimately, spiritual union with God, are absolutely necessary if one is to be
granted eternal life in the Kingdom of God.

No one is assured of salvation simply by being a member of one church or another. A church
can facilitate o budasnewwrpouchifar hisadlvatignt Nonhehknows what is
in the heart of man except God. Thatiswhym one can be said to be fAceze
still in this world. Except, that is, if one is a member of the modern day Churches of God.

Not long ago, Garner Ted Armstrong, the most prominent leader in the Churches of God, told
his followers that those who havegien fAcheer f ul g®hiechowrsc hs uarpeo rfit coa
c h o s(@henternational News, Vol. XIIl, No. 1, Summer 1992, p.1). Thus, he is now able to
play God to his followers.

They no longer need to worry about tribulations and p erseverance, about developing
character, hope and faith, or about waiting to be resurrected and judged by God- they are already
Afcall ed and choseno now.

Like the Pope, who plays the role of God to his followers by promising them a place in
i h e a v e ndeathaGamer Ted Armstrong is now able to guarantee a place in the Kingdom of
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Heaven for his followers too. And, as one might have expected, all leaders in the Churches of God

have foll owed suit. Al | t hei r f oldinswhyeirsgteadr e A cC

their horrendous burdens, most are fiercely | oy

one Aguaranteedo you eternal l'ife in the Kingdo
The ecumenical spirit of the world has well and truly caught up with th e Churches of God All

that remains for them now is to sanctify the dead and their conversion is complete. Some people

are already doing it. For them, Herbert W. Armstrong, the founder of modern day Churches of

God, could do no wrong. He is their saint and savior, he brought them to the knowledge of the

Atrutho and, | i ke his son, he ficalled and chose
About two and a half decades ago, | too was a:

blew my chance when | questioned some of their doctrines and practices. That is a no, nan the
Churchesof God. You cannot question the ministers of t|
among their privileged followers.

For their own reasons, the leaders in the Churches of God believe that they are he
iGover nment of whihpreswnablyegavesthém the right to take on the
prerogatives of God. Yet, while they have no compunction about playing the role of God to their
followers, they fiercely deny them the right to be called children of God.

Since all Governments need income to remain i
imposed on their subjects the ancient Israelite taxation system known as the tithing principle; this
on top of their normal obl i gat i oonrgriestinovhithithey i Go v e
happentol i v e . This is what we ondhleinfollbwmersé6horrendous

There never was a AGovernment of Godo on this
returns to establish His rulership over the whole world. Such claims are as spurious as the tithing
system they have imposed on the New Testament Churches.

It was the Catholic Church which popularized the idea that God has agovernment on earth
andanall-kpower ful, Ainfallibleo | eawrilrandtemptiegifarthee x a mp
Worldwide Church of God, and so they adopted it as the model for their hierarchical ministry.

Herbert W. Armstrong even assumed the prerogatives and infallibility of the Pope. No one dared
to tell him that he was wrong in anything he did or said. No one, that is, except this writer.

When | perceived that he was wasting the church money on expesive and inappropriate gifts
to the world leaders, | sent him a letter suggesting that it would be more appropriate to take along
a Bible and preach from it to those leaders. Not long after that, at their first opportunity, they
disfellowshipped me. What happened with the WCG afterwards can only be described asan
unmitigated disaster. The Church simply began to fall apart.

They did not take note of what happened to ancient Israel when its leaders committed iniquity
by condemning an innocent man. Because they had the numbersthet hought t hat f mi
r i g hotmiich sosthat when Pilate washed his hands and said he could find ndfault in Jesus
Christ, they cried out defiantl y: AHIi s bl ood
blood was on them and is on their children to this day, and will remain so until they get on their
knees in heartfelt repentance and acknowledgetheir error. Then, and only then, will His blood
cease to be on them and on their children, and their sin will be atoned for.

As a result of the sin of their leaders, God nullified the covenant He had with the entire nation
of Israel. He did the same when the leaders of the Churches of God committed iniquity in His
name. One cannot break the law of God with impunity and still retain the guidance, inspiration
and protection of the Holy Spirit. Now the wheel of fortune is turning again, and those who we re

once outcasts are about to be grafted in and be
When the leaders of the WCG disfellowshipped innocent people from the church, they did not

realize that in so doing they put themselves out of the Church of Gd . But since nal

toget her for good to those who | ove God, to tho

(Rom. 8:28), their lawlessness worked out to the advantage of their victims. These days,
whatever truth and new insights are revealed, it always comesthrough people who were once
members of the Churches of God.
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IN THE NAME OF. . .THE HOLY SPIRIT
OR OF A NnSPIRI TUAL PRESENC(

One of the Al uminariesodo in the Church hzf God,
recently published booklet fAGod is Not a Trinity!o

ATrinitarians argue that the phrase fAin the
is a Person (hypostasis) just as the Father a:
isoneof three fApersonal distinctionso within Gooct

Al n Mat t h20wes2s&poke &f the work His disciples were to accomplish on this
earth, and of His involvement in that work. He mentioned the Holy Spirit because the Spirit is
Hi s (and t-RBahn 148:23) dpiatwabpsesence - the ever-present power, or authority,
by which His disciples were to preach the gospel and baptize repentant believers. It is the
means through which the disciples experience the presence of God as they go about doing His
wor K . I n effect, Jesus said, AThe Father has
therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in recognition of the authority
of the Father, who is in heaven, and of the Son, who is in heaven, ad of the Holy Spirit, which
i's my spiritual presence with you as you do t
we restrict the definition of the Holy Spirit
in explaining why Scripture s peaks of the Spirit as having attributes associated with
personality. But once we understand that Scripture presents the Holy Spirit as the power of
God as well as the spiritual presence of God in the minds of His people and in the natural
world,nosuchdi f fi culty exists.o (pp. 39, 40, 42).

There is no fear in these people that they will incur the wrath of God for twisting the Scripture
and for contradicting the very words of Jesus Christ. This is what Matthew 28:18-20 says:

Mat 28:18 And Jesuscame and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in
heaven and on earth.

Mat 28:19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,

Mat 28:20 teaching them to observe all things that | have commanded you; and lo, | am with
you always, evento the end of the age." Amen.

And this is what He said about those who dare to modify the Scriptures:

Rev 22:18 For | testify to everyone who hears the words of he prophecy of this book: If
anyone adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that are written in this book;

Rev 22:19 and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall
take away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the things which are
written in this book.

They not only added to the Scriptures, but put words in the mouth of Jesus Christ which
entirely changed the sense of what He sai dhe V
Spirit is His (and the Fatherdés...) spiritual p
these people misquoting the Scriptures to Aprov
surprised to find that they did it again. This is what John wrote.

Joh 14:23 Jesus answered and said to him, "If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My
Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him.
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No such words or attributes in this verse, yet they made it the pivot of their theology. Every
single biblical example they give to justify their denial of the Trinity and personality of the Holy
Spirit, is either a misquotation or an outright modification of the Scriptures. Jesus Christ said
that:

Mat 12:31 "Therefore | say toyou, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the
blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven men.

Mat 12:32 Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven him; but
whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven him, either in this age or in
the age to come.

People cannot commit blasphemy against an object or an abstract entity. The reason the
blasphemy against the Holy Spirit cannot be forgiven is that those who offend Him cannot be
Aibor n adannot growespiritually. But the Churches of God do not worry about being
A
[

born againo for they tell their members that t
nto the Kingdom of God, again a constassaumdlyclt i on
say to you, unless one isborn again , he cannot see the kingdom of God." (John 3:3). People

have to be Aborn againo first, before theyocan

they begin a life of overcoming the many trials and tribulations needed for the development of
right character, essential for a place in the Kingdom of God:

Rev 3:21 To him who overcomes | will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as | also overcame
and sat down with My Father on His throne.

Those who wait for the resurrection to be fAborn
God. They will be resurrected not to eternal life in the Kingdom of God, but to eternal damnation
in the lake of fire.

The Churchesof Godhave confusedghenagwiibbrheing resur
againo means to repent, be baptized, receive t
Jesus Christ meant when He promised His discip
them to go out into t he world and baptize people in the name of the Father, of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit. But since the Churches of God deny that the Holy Spirit has a name, they have to
deny that the purpose of baptism i s tlitesonbyevithit b or n
the help of the Holy Spirit that people can develop the right character and grow to true spiritual
maturity.

Being immersed into a watery grave at baptism represents a symbolic death of the old self and
the birth of a new person. After repentance and baptism, people receive the Holy Spirit and are
confirmed into the Church of God by the laying on of hands. From then on, they no longer belong
to themselves, but to Christ. They become His representatives, His withesses on earth and are
expected to behave accordingly.

Who can baptize you? Those whom you believe to be the servants of Christ and have the Holy
Spirit! Those who deny the name and personality of the Holy Spirit cannot havethe Holy Spirit,
therefore should not be in the business of preaching and baptizing people. For them thisisa
Abusinessd since they are also the ones who ext
of their preaching. Is a previous baptism valid? You have to decide that for yourself. If in doubt,
you may need to be baptized again. The Holy Spirit does not create doubt, but confidence and
understanding. When you are baptized, you receive the spirit of the church into which you are
baptized. That is why being baptized into a church which doesnot have the Holy Spirit cannot be
regarded as adequate. God knows, there are many of these churches around.

What if the minister who baptized you has fallen away? You are not responsible for the actions
of your minister after he baptized you. His falling away does not affect you. What you need to
understand is that your membership into the Church of God is in heaven not on earth. Once you
receive the Holy Spirit, your name is written i

.
h
I
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Luk 10:20 Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rather
rejoice because your names are written in heaven."

Rev 20:11 Then | saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth
and the heaven fled away. And there was found @ place for them.

Rev 20:12 And | saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened.
And another book was opened, which isthe Book of Life. And the dead were judged
according to their works, by the things which were written in th e books.

Rev 20:13 The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the
dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his works.

Rev 20:14 Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is theescond death.

Rev 20:15 And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.

When you are baptized and your name i s writte
responsibility upon yourself. You are then embarking on the struggle of your life, the struggle for
salvation. There can be no turning back and no second chance if you do so. There are powerful

forces against you, some visible some invisible, but if you bear in mind that, i He who i s i n
greater thanhewhoi s i n the worldo (I Jn. 4:4), you neve
your battle.

Eph 6:10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might.

Eph 6:11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand againsthe wiles of
the devil.

Eph 6:12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritualhosts of wickedness
in the heavenly places.

Eph 6:13 Thereforetake up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the
evil day, and having done all, to stand.

Rev 3:5 He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and | will not blot out his
name from the Book of Life; but | will confess his name before My Father and before His
angels.

Apostle Paul said that it is possible for people to quench the Spirit

1Th 5:16 Rejoice always,

1Th 5:17 pray without ceasing,

1Th 5:18 in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.

1Th 5:19 Do not quench the Spirit.

1Th 5:20 Do not despise prophecies.

1Th 5:21 Test all things; hold fast what is good.

1Th 5:22 Abstain from every form of evil.

1Th 5:23 Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely; ad may your
whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

(Notice how he, like Jesus Christ, made distinction between spirit, soul and body ). How
can one quench the Spirit? To understand this, consider ananalogy with a pregnant woman. She
can quench the baby in her womb by not providing proper food for herself and her baby. In like
manner, the Holy Spirit - the seed of God in us- can be quenched if we do not feed Him proper
food. What is the proper food for the Holy Spirit?

Gal 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
Gal 5:23 gentleness, seHcontrol. Against such there is no law.

Gal 5:24 And thosewho are Christ's have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.

Gal 5:25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.

Gal 5:26 Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another.
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These are as much the fruits of the Spirit as are the fruts God expects from us. Itis a
reciprocating act: God fills our heart with love and the Holy Spirit, and expects from us love and
the fruits of the Holy Spirit. Jesus Christ received the seed of God- the Holy Spirit - from
conception. As He grew, the Holy Spirit grew with Him and in Him until it produced a fully
grown Son of God- the very first Son of God. By the time He was baptized by John the Baptist
and began His work of ministry, He was full of the Holy Spirit, the mind of God was in Him, He
thought like the Father, and His consciousness was the consciousness of the Father.

After He rose to heaven, the Holy Spirit became available to all who follow Him and keep His
commandments.

Joh 14:15 "If you love Me, keep My commandments.

Joh 14:16 And | will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide
with you forever d

Joh 14:17 the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor
knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and w ill be in you.

The difference between Jesus Christ and us is that while He had the Holy Spirit from
conception, we only receive Him after we are b
too become sons of God just like Him.

1Jn 3:1 Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called
children of God! Therefore the world does not know us, because it did not know Him.

1Jn 3:2 Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall
be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as
He is.

But the Churches of God deny that we can become sons of God like Jesus Christ, just as they
deny that human beings have a hesHwly $pirit asdebeconte @artii b o r
of the divine Trinity. Yet, while they deny these things, they insist on observing the Old
Testament restrictions about food and marriage. They unashamedly disregard the teachings of the
Apostles of Jesus Christ.

Eph 2:10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand that we should walk in them.

Eph 2:11 Therefore remember that you, once Gentiles in the flesi® who are called Uncircumcision by
what is called the Circumcision made in the flesh by handsd

Eph 2:12 that at that time you were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and
strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.

Eph 2:13 But now in Christ Jesus ya: who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of
Christ.

Eph 2:14 For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the middle wall
of separation,

Eph 2:15 having abolished in His flesh the enmity, that is, the law of commandments contained in
ordinances, so as to create in Himself one new manfrom the two, thus making peace,

Eph 2:16 and that He might reconcile them both to God in one body through the cross, thereby
putting to death the enmity.

Eph 2:17 And He cane and preached peace to you who were afar off and to those who were near.

Eph 2:18 For through Him we both have access by one Spirit to the Father.

Eph 2:19 Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the
saints and members of the household of God,

Eph 2:20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself
being the chief cornerstone,

Eph 2:21 in whom the whole building, being fitted together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord,

Eph 2:22 in whom you also are being built together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.

Apostl e Paul equated the | aw of Aordinanceso
By abolishing one, Jesus Christ abolished the power ofthe other. How did He do it? Through the
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power and presence of the Holy Spirit! Those who insist on observing the Old Testament
Aordinanceso, are ruled not by the Spirit, but

Heb 9:6 Now when these things had been thus prepared, the prests always went into the first part of
the tabernacle, performing the services.

Heb 9:7 But into the second part the high priest went alone once a year, not without blood, which he
offered for himself and for the people's sinscommitted in ignorance;

Heb 9:8 the Holy Spirit indicating this, that the way into the Holiest of All was not yet made manifest
while the first tabernacle was still standing.

Heb 9:9 It was symbolic for the present time in which both gifts and sacrifices are offered which
cannot make him who performed the service perfect in regard to the conscienced

Heb 9:10 concerned only with foods and drinks, various washings, and fleshly ordinances imposed
until the time of reformation.

Heb 9:11 But Christ cameas High Priest of the good things to come, with the greater and more perfect
tabernacle not made with hands, that is, not of this creation.

Heb 9:12 Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He entered the Most Holy
Place once for all, having obtained eternalredemption.

Heb 9:13 For if the blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of a heifer, sprinkling the unclean,
sanctifies for the purifying of the flesh,

Heb 9:14 how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself
wit hout spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?

Heb 9:15 And for this reason He is the Mediator of the new covenant, by means of death, for the
redemption of the transgressions under the first covenant, that those who are called may
receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.

Si nce tdoeernedonly with foods and drinks, various washings, and fleshly
ordinances imposed until the time of reformation owas abolished when Christ offered His
blood and His body as a sacrifice once and for all, anyone who insists on going back to these
Afdead workso dishonors His Savior and crucifies

Heb 6:1 Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementaryprinciples of Christ, let us go on to
perfection, not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward
God,

Heb 6:2 of the doctrine of baptisms, of laying on of hands, of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal
judgment.

Heb 6:3 And this we will do if God permits.

Heb 6:4 For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted the heavenly gift,
and have become partakers of the Holy Spirit,

Heb 6:5 and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come,

Heb 6:6 if they fall away, to renew them again to repentance, since they crucify again for themselves
the Son of God, and putHim to an open shame.

During the reign of Herbert W. Armstrong, the Worldwide Church of God used to be identified
with one of the seven Churches of God from the bod of Revelation - the Philadelphia Church. The
passage describing that church speaks of two kinds of people within its ranks:some of little
strength who had not denied the name of Christ, and others who claim to be Jews (Christians) but
lie and are a syngjogue of Satan.

Rev 3:8 "l know your works. See, | have set before you an open door, and no one can shut it;
for you have a little strength, have kept My word, and have not denied My name.

Rev 3:9 Indeed | will make those of the synagogue of Satanwho say they are Jews and are
not, but lie d indeed | will make them come and worship before your feet, and to know that
| have loved you.

Rev 3:10 Because you have kept My command to persevere, | also will keep you from the
hour of trial which shall come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth.

The words Al will keep you from the hour of t
indicate that this church will be in existence at the end of this age just prior to the return of Jesus
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Christ. 't i s t hen -thégaett tribukatios - williiakeoplace, whi€h means tleat 0
H.W. Armstrong may well have been right. But what neither he nor anyone else have ever
explained, is who is who in this church. Who are the people d little strength, who have kept the
name of Christ and persevered to the end, and who are those of the synagogue of Satan who say
they are Jews but lie? Apostle Paul again:

2Th 2:1 Now, brethren, concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to
Him, we ask you,

2Th 2:2 not to be soon shaken in mind or troubled, either by spirit or by word or by letter, as if from
us, as though the day of Christ had come.

2Th 2:3 Let no one deceive you by any means; fothat Day will no t come unless the falling away
comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition,

2Th 2:4 who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he
sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself thathe is God.

1Ti 4:1 Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed
to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons,

1Ti 4:2 speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared with a hot iron,

1Ti 4:3 forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from foods which God created to be
received with thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth.

1Ti 4:4 For every creature of Godis good, and nothing is to be refused if it is received with
thanksgiving;

1Ti 4:5 for it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer.

In the end time, the Churches of God will fall away from the truth of God and be led by a man

who acts | i ke God: Aspeaking |ies in hyngtcrisyo
abstain from foodso. I n the Churches of God t
Afevery creature of Godo, do not allow interraci

person, do not believe in the Trinity, etc.. They do not believe a lot of things that are in the New
Testament, yet they believe that they must circumcise themselves, keep the Old Testament dietary

laws, keep themselves racially pure, and persecute those who disagree with them. And still they

call themselves Christians. Any wonder that Jesus Christ says they are liars and a synagogue of
Satan? I n regard to the fison of perditiono wh
leader of the Catholic Church, the man who has appropriated for himself Goddés titl e o
Fat her o ( See t ke ChiNistian3Herald ). Howahen do fve explain the fact that

there are now two peopl e who pl ay-onéireRomesahdeoneo f C

in America? Si mpleas The gaetbml hend&odoHB has
the beginning of history. No one really knows when Pontifex Maximus acquired for Himself the

title of fAHoly Fathero. People have been calli
realizing what that meant, or that they were committing blasphemy by doing so. He used to be

called fAHoly Fathero in the time of Jesus Chri s
never to call anyone on earth fat heforOneisfy@uo n o't
Father, He who is in heaveno (Matt 23:9). But

very midst of the Churches of God. The book of Revelation makes it clear how this can be
explained:

Rev 16:13 And | saw three unclean spirits like frogs coming out of the mouth of the dragon, out of
the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet.

The dragon is Satan, the fAbeasto refers to th
Revelation (See the No 4 editon of The Christian Herald ), and the false prophet is the one who
makes his appearance in the last days in the Churches of God.

The Christian Herald No 5 Page 11



THE POWER OF GOD

Since the Churches of God say that the Holy S
exercises His power. A revealing incident occurred in the life of Jesus Christ just prior to His
crucifixion:

Mat 26:50 But Jesus said to him, "Friend, why have you come?" Then they came and laid
hands on Jesus and took Him.

Mat 26:51 And suddenly, oneof those who were with Jesus stretched out his hand and drew
his sword, struck the servant of the high priest, and cut off his ear.

Mat 26:52 But Jesus said to him, "Put your sword in its place, for all who take the sword will
perish by the sword.

Mat 26:53 Or do you think that | cannot now pray to My Father, and He will provide Me with
more than twelve legions of angels?

Mat 26:54 How then could the Scriptures be fulfilled, that it must happen thus? "

More than twelve legions of angels? Why didHenot say, @AMy Father coul
Hi s mind and crash My enemieso? The Father us
ethereal mind power.

In Old Testament times, when the king of Syria was at war with the king of Israel and his
troo ps surrounded the city in which the prophet Elisha lived, this is what happened:

2Ki 6:15 And when the servant of the man of God arose early and went out, there was an
army, surrounding the city with horses and chariots. And his servant said to him, "Ala s,
my master! What shall we do?"

2Ki 6:16 So he answered, "Do not fear, for those whaare with us are more than those who
are with them."”

2Ki 6:17 And Elisha prayed, and said, "LORD, | pray, open his eyes that he may see.” Then
the LORD opened the eyesof the young man, and he saw. And behold, the mountainwas
full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.

How clear and how wonderful: human beings are surrounded by the angels of God at all times.
They protect us, guide us, teach us, communicae with our Father in heaven about our condition,
et c. The angels are Gododés eyes and ears on t he
own angel:

Mat 18:10 "Take heed that you do not despise one of these little ones, for | say to you thain
heaven their angels always see the face of My Father who is in heaven.

Now, what happens to the angels of God when children grow into adulthood, do they abandon

t hem? Of course not! But because people Ilike
protection and guidance of Goddéds angels and exp
We saw earlier how, Awe do not wrestle against
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this ageagainst spiritual hosts of wickedness in the

heavenly places. o (Eph. 6:12). The Bible gives

Psa 104:4 Who makes His angels spirits, His ministers a flame of fire.

Psa 35:1 A Psalm of David. Plead my cause, O LORD, with those who strive with me; Fight
against those who fight against me.

Psa 35:2 Take hold of shield and buckler, And stand up for my help.

Psa 35:3 Also draw out the spear, And stop those who pursue me. Say to my soul, ‘'dm your
salvation."
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Psa35:4 Let those be put to shame and brought to dishonor Who seek after my life; Let those
be turned back and brought to confusion Who plot my hurt.

Psa 35:5 Let them be like chaff before the wind, And let the angel of the LORD chas¢hem.

Psa 35:6 Lettheir way be dark and slippery, And let the angel of the LORD pursue them.

Psa 35:7 For without cause they have hidden their net for mein a pit, Which they have dug
without cause for my life.

Heb 1:7 And of the angels He says: "WHO MAKES HIS ANGELS BIRITS AND HIS
MINISTERS A FLAME OF FIRE."

Heb 1:14 Are they not all ministering spirits sent forth to minister for those who will inherit
salvation?

It is the Aangel of the Lordo who protects Go
gives usother examples in which God discusses the fate of human beings with His angels (1 Kings
22:16-24; Job 1:6-12). But there are no examples in the Bible which show God using any other
power to carry out His purpose. Even the creation of the world was achieved through the agency
of His angels:

Job 38:3 Now prepare yourself like a man; | will question you, and you shall answer Me.

Job 38:4 "Where were you when | laid the foundations of the earth? Tell Me, if you have
understanding.

Job 38:5 Who determined its measurements? Surely you know! Or who stretched the line upon it?

Job 38:6 To what were its foundations fastened? Or who laid its cornerstone,

Job 38:7 When the morning stars sang together, And all the sons of God shouted for joy?

The expressin sthefmorningstars 0 athelsofsofGod i n t his case, der
angels for there were no human beings in existence then. The angels are as much the sons of God
as we are, only on a different plane. Even Satan was called the son of God (Job 1=8), and rightly
so for he was created by God too. Not as Satan, but as a beautiful and powerfulangela A cover.i
cherubo in charge of one third of Godés angel s.
(Ez. 28:12-19; Rev. 12:4).

God used the powerof His mind to devise and plan the creation of the world, just as we
humans use the power of our minds to devise and create things. We are, after all, made in the
image of God (Churches of God preaching notwithstanding): we have body, heart, mind and wil,
the same as God has body, heart, mind and will.

1Sa 2:35 Then | will raise up for Myself a faithful priest who shall do according to what is in My
heart and in My mind . | will build him a sure house, and he shall walk before My anointed
forever.

Jer 15:1 Then the LORD said to me, Even if Moses and Samuel stood before Me My mind would
not be favorable toward this people. Castthem out of My sight , and let them go forth.

Act 13:22 And when He had removed him, He raised up for them David as king,to whom also He
gave testimony and said, 'l have found David the son of Jesse, a man afteMy own heart , who
will do all My will '

The will of God is being carried out by the angels at present and it will be carried out by them
anduswhenwe areresur ect ed as Goddés children in His King
out His will for our benefit. That is why human beings ought to be respectful towards them.

Respectful not worshipful. But the Churches of God have excelled themselves again by sgaking
of Goddés angels in terms that we would rather n
Apostle John when he wanted to worship him, and do like wise:

Rev 22:9 Then he said to me, "Seehat you do not do that. For | am your fellow servant, and
of your brethren the prophets, and of those who keep the words of this book. Worship
God."
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THE IMPORTANCE OF RIGHT B ELIEF

Apostl e Paul urged his foll owers to, ALet th
(Phil 2:5). Now, what mind wa s in Jesus Christ? The mind of God, obviously! What does it mean
to have the mind of God? It means to think and react like Jesus Christ would, if faced with similar
circumstances.

The Bible encourages us to let the Holy Spirit take over our thought processes so that we can
be molded into a God-like creature. God will not entrust human beings with eternal life in His
Kingdom until they have the right character. He cannot allow them to do in heaven what they
have done on earth. The current emphasisint he wor |l d on absolute free
is not compatible with the Christian way of life. One cannot be a Christian and still be free to do
what he wants. As Jesus Christ said, one cannot serve God and mammon (riches) at the same
time (Matt. 6 :24).

We are required to Acome out of the worldo (R
desires and impulses, and learn to live within our means. An ancient Greek philosopher said that
people become poor not by diminishing their possessions, but by increasing their desires. Jesus
Christ said that unless we become as contented and obedient as little children, we cannot enter
the Kingdom of Heaven.

Luk 18:15 Then they also brought infants to Him that He might touch them; but when the di sciples
sawit, they rebuked them.

Luk 18:16 But Jesus called them toHim and said, "Let the little children come to Me, and do not
forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of God.

Luk 18:17 Assuredly, | say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdonof God as a little child will by
no means enter it."

Throughout history, people have attempted to create utopia on earth, but without exception
they have failed. Even the early Christians began by living in a utopian commune:

Act 4:31 And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together was shaken; and
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness.

Act 4:32 Now the multitude of those who believed were of one heart and one soul; neither did anyone
say that any of the things he possessed was his own, but they had all things in common.

Act 4:33 And with great power the apostles gave witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And
great grace was upon them all.

Act 4:34 Nor was there anyone among them who lacked; for all who were possessors of lands or
houses sold them, and brought the proceeds of the things that were sold,

Act 4:35 and laid them at the apostles' feet; and they distributed to each as anyone had need.

The reason all sud attempts have failed is that internal harmony is not enough to create a
lasting utopia. You also need a world free from outside threat and interference, and that cannot be
achieved in a world ruled by Satan. He is not renowned for love and tolerance towards his
neighbors, or for humility, love and submission towards God. He likes to think that he himself is
God. He even tried to entice Jesus Christ to worship him.

Luk 4:5 Then the devil, taking Him up on a high mountain, showed Him all the kingdoms o f the
world in a moment of time.

Luk 4:6 And the devil said to Him, "All this authority | will give You, and their glory; for  this has been
delivered to me, and | give it to whomever | wish.

Luk 4:7 Therefore, if You will worship before me, all will be Yours."

Luk 4:8 And Jesus answered and said to him, "Get behind Me, Satan! For it is written, 'YOU SHALL
WORSHIP THE LORD YOUR GOD, AND HIM ONLY YOU SHALL SERVE.""

Jesus Christ did not deny Satanéd6s cl aiem t hat
though He knew that this was not entirely accurate. Satan is responsible to God for what he does
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too, although he does not like to admit it. Instead, he decided to compete with God by creating his
own counterfeit utopian kingdom. When | grew up in com munist Romania, they used to tell us
that they were building a society based on the
abilities, to everyone according to his needso.
no morals in which everyone acquired what they could at the expense of everyone else. Lies,
deceptions, subversion and exploitation were the norm. Those who wanted to achieve something
hadtolearntolieéd conv i rearlyinlidel y 6
When | studied the Bible later in life, | was struck by the similarities between the Christian
notion of the Kingdom of Heaven and the communist notion of the ideal State. The communist
founders had borrowed heavily from the Bible, yet they decided to build their utopia witho ut God.
Now that that Satanic Empire had collapsed, everyone thinks that communism is finished. Far
from it; now is the time for real communism - one based upon biblical principles.
What happened with communism is no different from what happened with religion: Satan
caused people b hate them both by creating obnoxious counterfeits. During the 17 years that |
spent in communist institutions - primary, secondary and vocational education, plus army and
navy - not a year passed in which | was not subjected to a heavy dose of commusi propaganda
and indoctrination. They were creating in me a
acquiring the thoughts (the mind!) of Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin and other communist
luminaries. Several times a year, we were put on parade and told tcsing odes to them, and to
praise the fAglorious achievements of triumphant
When | was conscripted into the army, | had to swear that | would hate the enemies of
communism and fight to death to defend the fatherland. Their utopia was to be built on people
full of hatred. How ironic that after all that atheist indoctrination, | should find myself now
preaching not the gospel of Marx, but the Gospe
what it is. If my communist teachers could see what | am doing now, they would squirm in their
graves.

It has been my luck, if | may call it that, t
and Jesusd6 Kingdom of Heaven. Both required tr
human endur ance. Few understand better Apostl e
tribul ations enter the kingdom of God" (Acts 14:22).

Was | set aside from my motherdés womb, I|ike J

first to the horrors of communism then those of religious exploitation and brainwashing, before |
was placed on a collision course wih the religious leaders of the whole world? God knows! All |
know is that my life took a course which is contrary to what | planned and expected.

Communism collapsed because its leaders had total disregard for human life and because its
edifice was built on deception, hatred and exploitation. What else could one expect from the
father of lies?

Joh 8:44 You are ofyour father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a
murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him.
When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his owmesources, for he is a liar and the father of it.

Joh 8:45 But because I tell the truth, you do not believe Me.

Do people know why there is so much strife and suffering in the world today? Do they know
who the lord of this world is?

2Co 4:3 But even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing,
2Co 4:4 whose mindsthe god of this age  has blinded, who do not believe, lest the light of the
gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine on them.

People no longer know what it would be like to live in a world that values honesty, meekness, love,
peace, charity , cooperation, etc. Nor do they believe that a society built on such virtues will ever be
established. But establish it will, but only for those who believe in it. That is why it is so important that
people hold on to the right beliefs. Jesus Christ and the Apostles never tired of telling people about the
i mportance of right belief. The word Abeliefo is f
Testament. Jesus Christ began His ministry by urging peopleto believe in the Gospel:
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Mar 1:14 Now after John was put in prison, Jesus came to Galilee, preaching the gospel of the
kingdom of God,

Mar 1:15 and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in
the gospel”

The Kingdom of God has been at hand ever since for those who believe the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Unfortunately, there are many false gospels in the world today too. The Apostles urged their followers to
learn to discern truth from falsehood and the t rue Gospel from the false ones. That can be achieved only
through the knowledge of the Scriptures, through faith, and the ability to test the spirits:

2Ti 2:15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed,
rightly dividing the word of truth.

Heb 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to pleaseHim, for he who comes to God must believe that
He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.

1Jn 4:1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, loit test the spirits, whether they are of God; because
many false prophets have gone out into the world.

These days most people do not even believe that there is a God, let alone believe that He is a rewarder
of those who diligently seek Him. Our leaders and educators have done a good job in making people
believe that there is no God.

Jesus Christ could perform no miracles among the people who did not believe in the power of God.

Mar 9:17 Then one of the crowd answered and said, "Teacher, | brought ¥u my son, who has a mute
spirit.

Mar 9:18 And wherever it seizes him, it throws him down; he foams at the mouth, gnashes his teeth,
and becomes rigid. So | spoke to Your disciples, that they should cast it out, but they could not."

Mar 9:19 He answeread him and said, "O faithless generation, how long shall | be with you? How long
shall | bear with you? Bring him to Me."

Mar 9:20 Then they brought him to Him. And when he saw Him, immediately the spirit convulsed
him, and he fell on the ground and wallowed, foaming at the mouth.

Mar 9:21 So He asked his father, "How long has this been happening to him?" And he said, "From
childhood.

Mar 9:22 And often he has thrown him both into the fire and into the water to destroy him. But if You
can do anything, have compassion on us and help us."

Mar 9:23 Jesus said to him, "If you can believe, all things are possible to him who believes."

Mar 9:24 Immediately the father of the child cried out and said with tears, "Lord, | believe; help my
unbelief!"

When the father of the child realized that he could miss out on the only opportunity he had to save his

child from that horrible torment because his faith
unbeliefl!o How many peoplreas ebpfrepar@addtandepr awn:
unbeliefo.

Few know that faith and belief do not come naturally to human beings, that they are gifts from God.

AFor by grace you have been saved through f(Bpht h, a
2:8) . God grants faith to those who are willing t
man. O

Eph 2:14 For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the middle wall
of separation,

Eph 2:15 having abolished in His flesh the enmity, that is, the law of commandments contained in
ordinances, so as to create in Himself one new manfrom the two, thus making peace,

Eph 2:16 and that He might reconcile them both to God in one body through the cross, thereby
putting to death the enmity.

So, believe in God and in His power of salvation, and let Him create a new man in you as He
crated in Jesus Christ.
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THE TRINITY - HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT

Mircea Eliade, the famous academic theologian, wrote in his Encyclopaedia of Religions:

"Trinity touches on virtually every aspect of Christian faith, theology, and piety, including
Christology and pneumatology, theological epistology (faith, revelation, theological methodology),
spirituality and mystical theolog y, and ecclesiastical life (sacraments, community, ethics)... The
doctrine of the Trinity is the summary of Christian faith in God, who out of love creates humanity for
union with God, who through Jesus Christ redeems the world, and in the power of the Holy Spirit
transforms and divinises (2 Cor. 3:18) .0

An excellent summary of the doctrine of the Trinity, yet in the very next breath he wrote:

"Exegetes and theologians today are in agreement that the Hebrew Bible does not contain a
doctrine of the Trinity, even though it was customary in past dogmatic tracts on the Trinity to cite texts
|l i ke Genesis 1:26, O6Let us make humanity in our i
6:2-3) as proof of plurality in God. Although th e Hebrew Bible depicts God as the Father of Israel and
employs personifications of God such as Word (davar), Spirit (ruah), Wisdom (hokhmah), and
Presence (shekhinah), it would go beyond the intentions and spirit of the Old Testament to correlate
these notions with later trinitarian doctrine. Further, exegetes and theologians agree that the New
Testament also does not <cont ai reEncyclopediaxopReligion, Yol. &850 ¢t r |
Trinity, p.53).

How could this doctrine have such an important bearing on every aspect of "Christian faith,
theology and piety" if it is not contained in either the Old or the New Testaments? To be sure, the
word ATrinityo is not found in the Bible, but |
that the concept is not there either. The New Catholic Encyclopedia says this about the Trinity (
Vol. X1V, p. 295 ff.):

Anlt i s difficullt, in the second half of the 20t h
account of the revelation, doctrinal evolution, and theological elaboration of the mystery of the Trinity."

Why should it be more difficult in this fHnage
straightforwardodo answer to this quest i oemoPtime One
and the understanding gained through centuries of Christian dialectics, we would be in a better
position to understand this doctrine now than at any other time.

"Trinitarian discussion, Roman Catholic as well as other, presents a somewhat unsteady silhouette
[a what ?]. Two things have happened. There is the recognition on the part of the exegetes and Biblical
theologians, including a constantly growing number of Roman Catholics, that one should not speak of
Trinitarianism in the New Testament wi thout serious qualification. There is also the closely parallel
recognition on the part of historians of dogma and systematic theologians that when one does speak of
an unqualified Trinitarianism, one has moved from the period of Christian origins to, say, the last
qguadrant of the 4th century. o

The Trinity became a major point of controversy after the Romans became dominant in the
church. They found it difficult to reconcile their pagan concept of the Trinity, common to virtually
all ancient religions, wit h the Christian Gospel. The difficulty came from their failure to
understand the position and role of the Holy Spirit. In all other Trinities there is a major figure in
the middle, playing more or less a neutral role, and two opposing personalities: one onthe right
and one on the left, representing the positive and negative forces of the world. In the Christian
Trinity, all three members - Father, Son and Holy Spirit - play positive roles.

ABut current preoccupati on a ocdupiedwihrthe subsegeentp hasi s
development of Christian dogma than with the primitive sources, chiefly Biblical. It is this
contemporary return to the sources that is ulti ma
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They call the Bulbdeo aanmgrtmetihioentsemporary r et
Aunsteady sil houetteo. Any wonder that their

AThis blurring of the focus, moreover, is by no
academics. On the strictly pastoral level of instruction in Christian doctrine, there is likewise something
to record. From the highly authoritative 16th -century Catechism of the Council of Trent (1.1.4) to the
early-20th -century Catechism of Cardinal Gaspary (3.3.31), the 4thcentury dogmatic formulation "one
God in three Persons" stood forth as the central datum of Christian revelation and the point of
departure for the exposition of Christian doctrine. Besides, Catholics the world over are still familiar
with the prayer, the summational act of faith: "O my God, | believe that you are one God in three Divine
Persons."

Their Ahighly authoritativeod sourcemuryi s not th
ACat echi smso. Catholics the worl d oofvefraintahy: b ef
God, I beli eve that vyou are one God in three Di

because it is not biblical. Not in the sense that the Catholic Church preaches it.

AiOringen, Clement's succedl®xiogaong&eoplatonisttneseod t he un
hierarchical extrapolation. At the utterly transcendent apex, there is God the Father (De princ. 1.1.6),
alone source without source or, to use Oringen's favourite term (e.g., In loan. 2.10.75), ungenerate. But
(De princ. 1.2.3) the Father has from all eternity generated a Son, and (In loan. 2.10.75) through this
Son, the Word, He has brought forth the Holy Spir]
passage, are three di st i nc teothertiand (FraguiraHelsr.), with expligitp o s t
reference here to Father and Son, they share together a community of substance. For the Son, he adds a
moment later, is of the same substance (homoousious) as the Father."
AAt this point, IMfsesywediteseatsthe atage for@a ho0 gears' distance for the
decision at Nicaea |. For if Oringen did not fail to include a oneness of substance, his emphasis was
nevertheless on the otherness and plurality of the three as really distinct Persons or hypatases. The
oneness of substance may even be subordinationist, may indicate that the Word and Spirit, while not
strictly creatures, are nevertheless separated from the Father byan essential inferiority . For only the
Father is "God from Himself" (In loan. 2.2.17); and in Oringen's mind Christians rightly refer to the
Son asa "secondary" deity [Which Christians ?]. Nor is affirmation of coeternity decisive, since
Oringen (e.g., in De princ. 1.2.10) postulated eternal creation. Still, theological idiom in th e pre-Nicene
period was far from established. Justin, to take but one example, had spoken similarly. "In any case,
the need for clarification soon began to be felt. By the middle of the [second] century, Dionysius of
Rome, locked in a controversial excharge with his namesake the bishop of Alexandria, demanded
(apud Athan., De decr., Nic.syn.26), and to some extent received (apud Athan., De sent. Dion. 1418),
assurances that the Oringenist insistence on three hypostases neither implied separation nor
compromised coeternity..." (underlining added).

They engaged in lengthy debates about the nature of the Father, of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, yet, as this quotation shows, they never once referred to the Bible. None of their
guotations and referencesar e from t he Bi bl e, but from their
Catholic sources. Inevitably, this had to lead to blasphemy. Their definition of the Son and of the
[ Hol y] Sepsisreintt iaasl Ify si@cfoerdiac ry 0 alrectrédiues 6 i s rslwott hi n
of blasphemy. Such downgrading of the Son and the Holy Spirit strikes at the very heart of the
New Testament Gospel. For unless Jesus Christ was a true God, on a par with the Father, the
New Testament is not valid. But more on this later.

Now, have a look at the following statements and see if you can guess where they might come
from.

fiVvari ous sources acknowledge that the Bible does
person of a Trinity. For example:
AThe Cat holedic 6Nowherepin the Old Testament do we
Third Person. 6

iCat holic theologian Fortman: O0The Jews never re
solid evidence that any Old Testament writer held this view... The holy spirit is usually presented in the
Synoptics [ Gospels] and in Acts as a divine force
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i T MNew Catholic Encyclopedia: 6 The Ol d Testament <clearly does n
person. .. Godods spirit sometinges rappesepted@®baidgdistipod from God, | f
It i s because the br ea tAbreathtakingasthtevert in ds@aldswditye §.tltalsoi or |
says: O0OThe majority of New Testament texts itraedveal
the power naf C&bHobi co6Oncthenwhgte, the New Testam
the spirit as a divine energy or power . 0 Hence,
spirit as part of a Trinity. That te aching came centuries later. AsA Catholic Dictionary not es: O The

third Person was asserted at a Council of Alexandria in 362... and finally by the Council of
Constant i noegoiethree iind & &t a@nturies after holy spirit (sic) filled the disciples at
Pentecost!

AiNo, the holy spirit is not a person and it is nc
that he uses to accomplish his will. It is not equal to God, but is always at his disposition and
subordination to him.o

Thisaut hor | isted no | ess than four Catholic so
person and not part of the Trinity, o but fAGodos
words. The Church of God, International uses almost identical words to describe its view of the
Holy Spirit and the Trinity. From this quotation, one would be excused for thinking that the
author is a Catholic, but here is the surprise. The booklet from which we took this passage was
published by the Watch Tower Bible and Track Society (Should you believe in the Trinity? 1989).

This is an euphemism for the Jehovahos Witnesse
Jehovaho6s Witnesses, |i ke the Churches of God,
differ ent from, but very much against, the teachings of the Catholic Church. Yet, here they are

using Catholic sources to back up their anti-Trinity and anti - Holy Spirit theology. But while
Jehovahdés Witnesses acknowl ed g eron theCatholiclsairges,t o o k

the Churches of God do not even have the decen
Witnessesd6 and Catholic sources. We saw what t
have a look at the writings of the Worldwide Church of God:

AnWhen we express the biblical truth that God i s
words that do not imply three Gods, or three sepa
compromised. The problem is, all words that refer to created things tend to mislead by their very
context in ordinary |l anguage. Most words, includi

with the created order... So it is important to know what we do mean, and what we do not mean, when
we use any word in reference to God ...
fiHypostasis, or in plural form, hypostases, is a good word to use of the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit. It is a biblical term, and it does n:
Of course, the word Person is also a good word to use if (and the if must be strongly stressed) one
understands that Person must not be confused with the way humans are persons... God is personal, but
he is not a person in t 6alswaWG 193 ppn4d, 43).r e per sons.

Remember, we found the concept ofhypostasis in the New Catholic Encyclopedia. Now it is
part of the WCG theology too. During the reign of Herbert W Armstrong, the WCG, like the CGl,
was fully in tune wietshd tvhiee wl,e hbouvta hldast eWiyt ntehsesy h
Catholic notion of hypostasesin their theology . Then they go on to say that:

iSince God is one, and not three separate beings
separate things on its own. God has one will, the will of the Father, which is also the will of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. It is not a matter of two or three separate God Beings deciding to be in perfect
agreement with each other. It is a matter of one God, one will. The Son § the very expression of the
will of the Father. Similarly, the Holy Spirit co

Not very different from Stinsonds notion that
[His] spiritual presence . . . in the natural worldod, or Jehova
spirit is Godds active force that he uses to ac
is Aone will o, Jesus Christ i s frtohe awmedr yt heex pHrod s
At he wil |l of the Father at work i the worl do.
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Catholic Encyc. also said this about the relationship between the Father, the Son and the Holy
Spirit:

iThe Fat her arguedo(apedAthahr Dewsys.16), up to this point echoing the best
Oringenist tradition, is ungenerate, source without source, self existent. Therefore the Father alone is
truly eternal, all -wise, all-good. The divine being, moreover, utterly immaterial an d indivisible, cannot
be communicated. Hence it follows that whatever else has come into existence from this uniquely
transcendent source, beginning with the Word, is necessarily made, created. In short, there was a time
when He was not. And if He is yet to be called God (apud Athan., Or.l C. Arian. 6), this is in the
improper, extended sense based on His extraordinary prerogatives of creation and grace. The plurality,
the real otherness of Father, Son and Spirit, was considered beyond challenge. But so ab was the
unique transcendence of God the Father... If the Son and Spirit can be called "God," therefore, it must
be an i mproper sense; or to puVolX\,ppb25207)l y, they

They turned Jesus ChGodtbhendawsanH&|I mps ofper @at e
the position of both the Son and the [Holy] Spi

alone is truly eternal, all-wise, allkg oo d . 0 Now, 1 f Jesus Christ H
thenneither coul d Hi s foll owers be gods in the fApro
Wor |l dwide Church of God too. Shoul d we be surp

similar views?

AThe Bible is clear and c¢ d6aioddsus.niehovahtGodialonetishe r el
Almighty. He created the prehuman Jesus directly. Thus, Jesus had a beginning and could never be
coequal with God in power or eternity... AiThe f a
This is being recognized by an increasing number of scholars. As the RylandsBulletin st at es: O0Th
has to be faced that New Testament research over, say, the last thirty or forty years has been leading an
increasing number of reputable New Testament scholars to the corclusion that Jesus... certainly never
beli eved hi ms 8hodldyduddelidvein tiedthityo, pp( 16, 20).

No doubt you have al | Bhd d raddimmmDaaaging humeerofi Ry | and.
Areputabl e New Testament dnahe bdwalesmmentthatdesisound no
believed He was God? We will prove to you otherwise, but before that let us go again to the
Worldwide Church of God:

iMany people have only a hazy idea of what the I
not really think about it. Some imagine three separate Beings. Some picture one Being with three
heads. Others think of one Being who changes from Father to Son to Holy Spirit whenever he wills. It is
easy to make such mi st ak e sTrindty asfa Nefinitign opthe biplitakteachinge t h
about God. However, if asked, most would not be able to explain what the Bible actually teaches about
how God is one. In other words, what many people envision when they speak of the Trinity is not really
bibli cal. Some of the confusion lies in the use of the wordPersons... The word Persons, which is
normally included in English -language definitions of the Trinity, causes people to think of three Beings.
AOne God who i sFatheh Som,eandPelySgiornist , 6 i s a common way t
explained. But the ordinary meaning of the word Person is misleading when it is applied to God. It
gives the impression that God has limits [It does not give us that impression ], and that his threeness
lies in his being three separate individuals[Wa s nh 6t Jesus separ]atwhichismoothe t he
case... whichitis] o . i Wh e n -speakisg pedple thimkiofome God who is threePersons,
they cannot help but think in some way of three separate divine Bengs. In other words, the terms
persons and beings are usually thought of, in English, as meaning the same thing. But that is not how

God is revealed in the Bible. There is only one G|

What Bible do these people read that does not show theFather and the Son as separate divine
Beings? They say that the word APersonodo as app
humans are persons. 0 Why not ? Doesnot their E

in the image of God? Orhavet hey al so adopted the Jehovahos Wi
Witnesses have produced their own Bible- a most astonishing document which has little in
common with the accepted translations of the original Scriptures).
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Now, what happens when people take away the personalities of the Father, of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit, what are they |l eft with? Nothi
better said, they are left with evolution.

ABut we are not | i ke Go dotinbodilferm,the uprightpgsidon,tor. 6Cer
commanding aspect of the man, since God has no bo
God. . . Adam and Evebs bodies wer e ThdPdin Trutthh,ey had |

May/June, 1994).

This is the new theology which runs through the Worldwide Church of God and virtually
through all other churches in the world today. The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit are no
longer identifiable personalities, the Son and the Holy Spirit are secondary, i nf er i or fAcr
undefinable, unfathomable fAwillso or Aforceso,
God, but in the image of animals.
Why the Churches of God should have embraced such a theology lately is difficult to
understand - aside from the fact that the Bible speaks of a great falling away. In the early 1970s,
when | was a member of that church, there were still many errors in their theology, but they had a
genuine spirit of enthusiasm for the Word of God and a desire to search out for the truth of God,
but everything has changed now. They seem to be more preoccupied with synchronizing their
beliefs and doctrines with those of other churches than with remaining faithful to the teachings of
the Bible. Since the establishment of the first New Testament Churches, no one has had the
whole truth of God. All churches had as much truth as they needed to maintain their momentum
and spiritual growth. [The question is not whether one has the whole truth but the pure and
unadultera ted truth, or one mixed with falsehoods - the trademark of Satan and his preachers ].
God does not condemn people for not knowing everything, unless they willingly chooseto be
ignorant. Once in the Spirit, people cannot remain stagnant: they either grow w ith the Spirit, or
|l oose Him and go backwards. The Worl dwi de Ch
clutches, it has now become a fiheaven for homos
homosexuality was not mentioned among the Ten Commandments?It is because God regards
this as such an abomination that those who practice it place themselves outside of the human
real m. Apostl e Peter simply called them fAbrute

2Pe 2:1 But there were also false prophets among the people, everas there will be false teachers
among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Lord who bought
them, and bring on themselves swift destruction.

2Pe 2:2 And many will follow their destructive ways, because of whom the way oftruth will be
blasphemed.

2Pe 2:3 By covetousness they will exploit you with deceptive words; for a long time their judgment
has not been idle, and their destruction does not slumber.

2Pe 2:4 For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but casthem down to hell and delivered
them into chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgment;

2Pe 2:5 and did not spare the ancient world, but saved Noah,one of eight people, a preacher of
righteousness, bringing in the flood on the world of the ungodly;

2Pe2:6 and turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes, condemnedthem to destruction,
making them an example to those who afterward would live ungodly;

2Pe 2:7 and delivered righteous Lot,who was oppressed by the filthy conduct of the wicked

2Pe 2:8 (for that righteous man, dwelling among them, tormented his righteous soul from day to day
by seeing and hearingtheir lawless deedsp

2Pe 2:9 then the Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of temptations and to reserve the unjust
under punishment for the day of judgment,

2Pe 2:10 and especially those who walk according to the flesh in the lust of uncleanness and despise
authority. They are presumptuous, self-willed. They are not afraid to speak evil of dignitaries,

2Pe 2:11 whereas angels, whare greater in power and might, do not bring a reviling accusation
against them before the Lord.

2Pe 2:12 But these, like natural brute beasts made to be caught and destroyed, speak evil of the things
they do not understand, and will utterly perish in their own corruption,
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2Pe 2:13 and will receive the wages of unrighteousness,as those who count it pleasure to carouse in
the daytime. They are spots and blemishes, carousing in their own deceptions while they feast
with you,

2Pe 2:14 having eyes fulbf adultery and that cannot cease from sin, enticing unstable souls. They
have a heart trained in covetous practices,and are accursed children.

2Pe 2:15 They have forsaken the right way and gone astray, following the way of Balaam thson of
Beor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness;

2Pe 2:16 but he was rebuked for his iniquity: a dumb donkey speaking with a man's voice restrained
the madness of the prophet.

2Pe 2:17 These are wells without water, clouds carried by a tempest, for whom is reservethe
blackness of darkness forever.

2Pe 2:18 For when they speak great swellingvords of emptiness, they allure through the lusts of the
flesh, through lewdness, the ones who have actually escaped from those who live in error.

2Pe 2:19 While they promise them liberty, they themselves are slaves of corruption; for by whom a
person is overcome, by him also he is brought into bondage.

2Pe 2:20 For if, after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord
and Savior Jesus @irist, they are again entangled in them and overcome, the latter end is worse
for them than the beginning.

2Pe 2:21 For it would have been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than
having known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered to them.

2Pe 2:22 But it has happened to them according to the true proverb: "A DOG RETURNS TO HIS
OWN VOMIT," and, "a sow, having washed, to her wallowing in the mire."

Yet, Jesus Christ gave hope to those who truly want to free themselvedrom this sin:

Mat 11:20 Then He began to rebuke the cities in which most of His mighty works had been done,
because they did not repent:

Mat 11:21 "Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works which were done in
you had beendone in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes.

Mat 11:22 But | say to you, it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the day of judgment than for
you.

Mat 11:23 And you, Capernaum, who are exalted to heaven, viibe brought down to Hades; for if the
mighty works which were done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until this
day.

Mat 11:24 But | say to you that it shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of judgment
than for you."

Mat 11:25 At that time Jesus answered and said, "l thank You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that
You have hidden these things fromthe wise and prudent and have revealed them to babes.

Mat 11:26 Even so, Father, for so it seemed good in Your ght.

Mat 11:27 All things have been delivered to Me by My Father, and no one knows the Son except the
Father. Nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, andhe oneto whom the Son wills to
reveal Him.

Mat 11:28 Come to Me, allyou who labor and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest.

Mat 11:29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for | am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will
find rest for your souls.

Mat 11:30 For My yokeis easy and My burden is light."

If Jesus Christ said that it would have been possible for the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to
repent of their sins if they had known the truth and seen His miracles, then it is certainly possible
for individual beings to turn to God, change their way of life, repent, be baptized and receive the
Holy Spirit, when they know the truth of God and are called to repentance. We give them that
chance. Butthe leaders of the Worldwide Church of God preach a different gospel these days.
After turning their c¢ hurxuds,theynhaw been asking aherecimutche$ o r
to do the same. These are the people who say that human beings are not created in the image of
God, but the image of animals, that Jesus Christ and the Father are not distinct personalities

within the Godhead, but undefi nable Awillso or Aforceso.
The denigration of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit - in its various forms - is a common
theme running from the theology of the Catholic
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of the Churches of God. Letus now see what the Bible says about the images of the Father, the
Son and the Holy Spirit.

THE IMAGE OF THE FATHER, OF THE SON,
AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

Our readers may remember the controversy we had in the past with the evangelists of the
World wide Church of God over the question of the images of the Father and of Jesus Christ. They
wrote: fAWe do not believe that the Bible teache
do we believe that t WhePldnalTtuthelan. 1©93p at ed Jesuso (

If anyone believed that this was an inadvertent mistake, a statement out of character with their
normal preaching, the following quotations from their new booklet God Is ..., should dispel that:

AdWhen God created makendes madeGodméi hGehesil $ 5:
understand what God means when he tells us we are
humans in his image and likeness, recorded in Genesis 1:2627, may be linked with the dominion God
gave humans over the earth. In a sense, we act for God on earth when we exercise responsible lordship
over the creation. AR6The context suggests that
exercises over the Hams pd®diblé@immentane aniGenesis 1:83 1n.God Ig(s,

p.14).

The Worl dwide Church of God evangelists again
them what is in the Bible. You may remember how, in their May/June, 1994 edition of the Plain
Truth , they quoted Keil and Delitzsch as saying that we are not like God in every respect because
AGod has no bodily fharnp @ibléGomMNmentgry td Sumportthg u ot e

statement that we have the image of God rthal y i n
result of creation. o And what might the fAresul
Worldwide Church of God? For this, they quote the A B C @ the Bible:

ABefore undertaking his supreme creamanmn, Go
his image and | i keness. The Hebrew word for

What more can one say? God did not create Adam and Eve, He created statues. By this we
know that the end cannot be too far away. God certainly must find it difficult to tolerate such
blasphemies for much longer. Now, take a look at the following biblical passage and see if you
can distinguish individual personalities for the Father and the Son:

Heb 1:6 And again, when He brings in the First-born into the world, He says, "And let all the
angels of God worship Him."

Heb 1:7 And of the angels He says, "Who makes His angels spirits and His ministers a flame
of fire."

Heb 1:8 But to the SonHe says, "Your throne, O God, is forever and ever. A scepter of
righteousnessis the scepter of Your kingdom.

Heb 1:9 You have loved righteousness and hated iniquity, therefore God, Your God, has
anointed You with the oil of gladness above Your fellows."

Heb 1:10 And, "You, Lord, have laid the foundation of the earth in the beginning, and the
heavens are the works of Your hands.

Heb 1:11 They shall perish, but You will remain. Andthey shall all become old as a garment,

Heb 1:12 and as a covering You shall fold them up, andhey shall be changed. But You are
the same, and Your years shall not fail.”

Heb 1:13 But to which of the angels, did He say at any time, "Sit on My right hand until |
make Your enemies Your footstool?"
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Heb 1:14 Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for those who shall be
heirs of salvation?

The words fHO&Gadr tdrboaeever and evero refers t«
God the Father calls Jesus ChYourGbd, iG@adoandohan ec
the term is applied to the Father. So, botht he Son and the Father are r
fact that Jesus Christ sits at the right hand of God indicates that God the Father is a person with
hands, and that God the Son is separate from Him.

The image of Jesus Christ is vividly described inthe following passage from the book of
Revelation:

Rev 1:12 Then | turned to see the voice that spoke with me. And having turned | saw seven
golden lampstands,

Rev 1:13 and in the midst of the seven lampstand€©ne like the Son of Man, clothed with a
garment down to the feet and girded about the chest with a golden band.

Rev 1:14 His head and haimwere white like wool, as white as snow, and His eyes like a flame
of fire;

Rev 1:15 His feewere like fine brass, as if refined in a furnace, and His voice as the sound of
many waters;

Rev 1:16 He had in His right hand seven stars, out of His mouth went a sharp tweedged
sword, and His countenance was like the sun shining in its strength.

Rev 1:17 And when | saw Him, | fell at His feet as dead. But Hedid His right hand on me,
saying to me, "Do not be afraid; | am the First and the Last.

Rev 1:18 lam He who lives, and was dead, and behold, | am alive forevermore. Amen. And |
have the keys of Hades and of Death.

Rev 1:19 Write the things which you have seen, and the things which are, and the things
which will take place after this.

Rev 1:20 The mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My right hand, and the seven
golden lampstands: The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and thesn
lampstands which you saw are the seven churches.

In the Old Testament, the prophet Micah gave us this description of God:

1Ki 22:19 ThenMicaiah said, "Therefore hear the word of the LORD: | saw the LORD sitting
on His throne, and all the host of heaven standing by, on His right hand and on His left.

1Ki 22:20 And the LORD said, 'Who will persuade Ahab to go up, that he may fall at Ramoth
Gilead?' So one spoke in this manner, and another spoke in that manner.

1Ki 22:21 Then a spirit came forward and stood before the LORD, and said, 'l will persuade
him.'

1Ki 22:22 The LORD said to him, 'In what way?' So he said, 'l will go out and be a lying spirit
in the mouth of all his prophets.' And the LORD said, 'You shall persuade him, and also
prevail. Go out and do so.’

1Ki 22:23 Therefore look! The LORD has put a lying spirit in the mouth of all these prophets
of yours, and the LORD has declared disaster against you."

And the prophet Isaiah gave us this description of God and His throne:

Isa 6:1 In the year that King Uzziah died, | saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lifted
up, and the train of His robe filled the temple.

Isa 6:2 Above it stood seraphim; each one had six wings: with two he covered his face, with
two he covered his feet,and with two he flew.

Isa 6:3 And one cried to another and said: "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; The whole
earth is full of His glory!"

Isa 6:4 And the posts of the door were shaken by the voice of him who cried out, and the
house was filled with smoke.
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Isa 6:5 So | said: "Woeis me, for | am undone! Because lam a man of unclean lips, And |
dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King, The LORD
of hosts."

Isa 6:6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me, havingin his hand a live coal which he had
taken with the tongs from the altar.

Isa 6:7 And he touched my mouthwith it, and said: "Behold, this has touched your lips; Your
iniquity is taken away, And your sin purged.”

Isa 6:8 Also | heard the voice of the Lord, saying: "Whom shall | send, And who will go for
Us?" Then | said, "Here am I! Send me."

Isa 6:9 And He said, "Go, and tell this people: 'Keep on hearing, but do not understand; Keep
on seeing, but do not perceive.’

Isa 6:10 "Make the heart of this people dull, And their ears heavy, And shut their eyes; Lest
they see with their eyes, And hear with their ears, And understand with their heart, And
return and be healed."

Isa 6:11 Then | said, "Lord, how long?" And He answered: "Until the cities are laid waste and
without inhabitant, The houses are without a man, The land is utterly desolate,

Isa 6:12 The LORD has removed men far away, And the forsaken placeare many in the
midst of the land.

Isa 6:13 But yet a tenthwill be in it, And will return and be for consuming, As a terebinth tree
or as an oak, Whose stumpremains when it is cut down. So the holy seedshall be its
stump."

Aside from the fact that this passage gives us the image of God and His throne, it also has a
great significance for the end of this age- the times in which we live. The desolation which will
take place during the great tribulation wil!/l | e
The Astumpo representing the Aholy sea@atedalowadf er s
to survive into the Millennial Kingdom. Divine deliverance is the only way by which people may
survive this imminent catastrophe. Those who have prepared for themselves bunker shelters in
the American mountains have it awfully wrong about t he way of salvation. Many are probably
members of the Churches of God, for if they do not believe that God is a divine person with an
identifiable image and personality, how could they believe that He can save them from such a
worldwide desolation? Another image of God is found in the book of Ezekiel:

Eze 1:26 And above the firmament over their headswas the likeness of a throne, in
appearance like a sapphire stone; on the likeness of the thronewas a likeness with the
appearance of a man high abovet.

Eze 1:27 Also from the appearance of His waist and upward | saw, as it were, the color of
amber with the appearance of fire all around within it; and from the appearance of His
waist and downward | saw, as it were, the appearance of fire with brightness all around.

Eze 2:1 And He said to me, "Son of man, stand on your feet, and | will speak to you."

Eze 2:2 Then the Spirit entered me when He spoke to me, and set me on my feet; and | heard
Him who spoke to me.

Eze 2:3 And He said to me: "Son of nan, | am sending you to the children of Israel, to a
rebellious nation that has rebelled against Me; they and their fathers have transgressed
against Me to this very day.

Eze 2:4 Forthey are impudent and stubborn children. | am sending you to them, and you
shall say to them, 'Thus says the Lord GOD.'

Eze 2:5 As for them, whether they hear or whether they refusé for they are a rebellious
housed yet they will know that a prophet has been among them.

Eze 2:6 "And you, son of man, do not be afraid of themnor be afraid of their words, though
briers and thorns are with you and you dwell among scorpions; do not be afraid of their
words or dismayed by their looks, though they are a rebellious house.
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Eze 2:7 You shall speak My words to them, whether they heaor whether they refuse, for
they are rebellious.

Almost every time God makes His appearance in the Scriptures He calls in a prophet to deliver
a message to His people. There are many other examples in the Bible which show that God has
our image, yet, in spite of all this the Worldwide Church of God continue to spread its convoluted
theology of denial.

AA helpful word, and ospeaking Chaistiansiaexprassing tthe obngnesGanc: e k

threenes of God, is found in Hebrew 1:3. Thispassa ge i s hel pf ul in several w
the radiance of Godds glory and the exact represe
power ful word. o From the description of thef Son

things. The Son is not a separate Being How, pray tell, would one learn this from that verse? ]. The
Son is not less divine than the Father. The Son is eternal, just as the Father isYou learned all these
things from that verse? Imagine what you cou Id have learned if you read the whole Bible ]. In other

words, the Son is to the Father as radiance or br
word translated 6beingd6 in this passage. withher ve
Obeingd and O6per sonb6 i nhypostdsiso . p.ldypostasigiieor iraplueal farnr, ans | at
hypostases, is a good word to use of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit Why? Because no one

understands it?]. Itis a biblical term,andit does not so easily confuse G

order. Of course, the word Person is also a good word to use if (and the if must be strongly stressed)
one understands that Personmu s t not be confused with Golls., W@Gg, hu!
1993, pp. 39, 40, 43).

See how devious they are? They use a Greek word instead of a plain English one because they
dondot | i ke its translation. When the word is co
the context as intended by the aiginal writers, and as virtually all Bible translators have done,
people have no problem understanding the nature of God. But in its Greek form, they can give it
whatever meaning they want, no one can argue with them. Then they have the gall to say thafi i t
is a biblical ter mo. For people who use Greek
those who use English or other translations it is certainly not biblical. When | read my English
or Romanian Bibles, | have no difficulty understan ding that | have been created in the image of
God, that God has my image and | His, that Jesus Christ was a man like | am, and that now He
lives in heaven with the Father, the angels and other heavenly personalities.

Jesus Christ is no longer a human beng, He is a Spirit Being, but a Being nevertheless. Being a
Spirit Being means that He is made of a different substance, one that no longer ages and decays.

The Scriptures tell us that we shall be like Him when we are resurrected to eternal life, if we

bel i eve in Godds promi ses. But Satan does not v
deceive people to believe the bl asphemies preac
the Catholic Church and virtually all other churches, denomination s and religions, they lose their
salvation. Never forget the importance of the right belief.

One of Jesusd disciples once asked Him to sho

Joh 14:8 Philip said to Him, "Lord, show us the Father, and it is sufficient for us."
Joh 14:9 Jesus said to him, "Have | been with you so long, and yet you have not known Me, Philip?
He who has seen Me has seen the Father; so how can you say, 'Show us the Father'?

Since the image of God the Father is the same as that adesus Christ, and since Jesus was a
human being, is it really all that difficult to understand that God has the image of human beings?
This is to put it in reverse, because the right way is to say that we have the image of God just as
the book of Geness says:

Gen 1:26 Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth
and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”

Gen 1:27 So God created man in Hiswn image; in the image of God He created him; male and
female He created them.
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This brings us to the final question. We know what the images of the Father and the Son are,
but what is the image of the Holy Spirit? We already pointed out that when we repent and are
baptized, we receive Godoés Holy Spirit, who the
Since human beings resemble God, what could the Holy Spirit resemble if nd God also? Why else
do the Scriptures say that the Holy Spirit transforms us into children of God and heirs to the
promise of eternal life?

Joh 7:39 But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him would receive; for the
Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.

Joh 20:22 And when He had said this, He breathed onthem, and said to them, "Receive the Holy
Spirit.

Joh 1:12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those
who believe in His name:

Joh 1:13 who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.

1Jn 5:1 Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves Him who
begot also loves him who is begotten ofHim.

1Jn 5:2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and keep His
commandments.

1Jn 5:3 For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His commandments are not
burdensome.

1Jn 5:4 For whatever is born of Gal overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome
the world d our faith.

1Jn 5:5 Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

If you want to see what the Holy Spirit looks like, look in a mirror. If He dwells in you, then
you see the image of the Holy Spirit. If the Holy Spirit is not in you, then you see the image of the
Adversary. Externally, you could not tell the difference, they are identical, but on the inside they
are poles apart. One is kird, loving, sharing and helpful, while the other is egotistical, hateful,
lustful and aggressive. Sometimes theyo-habit in the same person. Notice:

Mat 16:13 When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His disciples, saying,
"Who do men say that |, the Son of Man, am?"

Mat 16:14 So they said, "Somesay John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the
prophets."

Mat 16:15 He said to them, "But who do you say that | am?"

Mat 16:16 Simon Peter answered and said, "gu are the Christ, the Son of the living God."

Mat 16:17 Jesus answered and said to him, "Blessed are you, Simon Balonah, for flesh and blood
has not revealedthis to you, but My Father who is in heaven.

Mat 16:18 And | also say to you that you are [Rter, and on this rock | will build My church, and the
gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.

Mat 16:19 And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will
be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth wl be loosed in heaven."

Mat 16:20 Then He commanded His disciples that they should tell no one that He was Jesus the
Christ.

Mat 16:21 From that time Jesus began to show to His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and
suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised the
third day.

Mat 16:22 Then Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, "Far be it from You, Lord;
this shall not happen to You!"

Mat 16:23 But He turned and said to Peter, "Get behind Me, Satan! You are an offense to Me, for you
are not mindful of the things of God, but the things of men."

One moment Peter was inspired by the Holy Spirit, and the next by Satan. One moment he
was in heaven, and the next in hell. First he must have felt like a holy man, then like a piece of
dirt. When we, humans, embark on the road to holiness, an intense battle takes place inside us
between the forces of good and the forces of evil. The forces of evil have an advantage becaulsg

The Christian Herald No 5 Page 27



our very nature we stray away from God. But through the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring
under control our carnali mpul ses and are able to withstand S

DIVINE MARRIAGE

Few people know or understand that the notion of salvation is connected with a mystery of
which Apostle Paul said has been kept secret since the beginning of the world.

Rom 16:25 Now to Him who is able to establish you according to my gospel and the
preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of themystery kept secret since the
world began

Rom 16:26 but now made manifest, and by the prophetic Scriptures made known to all
nations, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, for obedience to the
faithd

Rom 16:27 to God, alone wisepe glory through Jesus Christ forever. Amen.

Eph 5:30 For we are members of His body, of His flesh and of His bones.

Eph 5:31 "For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife,
and the two shall become one flesh."

Eph 5:32 This is a great mystery, but | speak concerning Christ and the church.

Eph 5:33 Nevertheless let each one of you in particular so love his own wife as himself, and
let the wife seethat she respectsher husband.

Elsewhere he said:

1Co 12:12 For ashe body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one body, being
many, are one body, so alsds Christ.

1Co 12:13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body whether Jews or Greeks, whether
slaves or freed and have all been madeto drink into one Spirit.

1Co 12:14 For in fact the body is not one member but many.

1Co 12:15 If the foot should say, "Because | am not a hand, | am not of the body," is it therefore not of
the body?

1Co0 12:16 And if the ear should say, "Becausedm not an eye, | am not of the body," is it therefore not
of the body?

1Co 12:17 If the whole bodywere an eye, wherewould be the hearing? If the whole were hearing,
where would be the smelling?

1Co 12:18 But now God has set the members, each one dfém, in the body just as He pleased.

1Co 12:19 And if theywere all one member, wherewould the body be?

1Co 12:20 But now indeedthere are many members, yet one body.

Those who have been baptized and received the Holy Spirit are forming the body ofthe true
Church of God which is to become the bride of Christ at the end of this world.

Rev 19:5 Then a voice came from the throne, saying, "Praise our God, all you His servants and those
who fear Him, both small and great!"

Rev 19:6 And | heard,as it were, the voice of a great multitude, as the sound of many waters and as
the sound of mighty thunderings, saying, "Alleluia! For the Lord God Omnipotent reigns!

Rev 19:7 Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb ha come, and
His wife has made herself ready."

Rev 19:8 And to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is
the righteous acts of the saints.

Rev 19:9 Then he said to me, "Write: '‘Blessedare those who are calked to the marriage supper of the
Lamb!" " And he said to me, "These are the true sayings of God."
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To be a member of the true Church of God, the Spirit of Christ must be in you, which means
that you must make a commitment to Christ and be baptized in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit (notinthename of a Awi |d OAf s pai rAiftouwacle op roers

Rom 8:5 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those
who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit.

Rom 8:6 For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.

Rom 8:7 Because the carnal mindis enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor
indeed can be.

Rom 8:8 So then, those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

Rom 8:9 But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if
anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His.

Rom 8:10 And if Christ is in you, the body is dead because of sin, but the Spiritis life because of
righteousness.

Rom 8:11 But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ
from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies throug h His Spirit who dwells in you.

Rom 8:12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh.

Rom 8:13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the
deeds of the body, ya will live.

Rom 8:14 Foras many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God

Notice how the terms ASpirit of Godo and ASpi
that those in whom the Spirit of God dwells are the sons of God . Now, if the Spirit of God in us
forms the Church of God, and the Church of God is the bride of Christ, then the bride of Christ is
none other than the Holy Spirit. Collectively therefore we will be forming the third member of the
Trinity. Jesus Christ placed Himself on an equal foot with the Father:

Php 2:5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,
Php 2:6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God.

Joh 5:17 But Jesus answered them, "My Father has ben working until now, and | have been
working."

Joh 5:18 Therefore the Jews sought all the more to kill Him, because He not only broke the Sabbath,
but also said that God was His Father, making Himself equal with God.

He also elevated the Holy Spirit to equality with Him and the Father by revealing that both He
and the Holy Spirit proceeded from the Father:

Joh 15:26 "But when the Helper comes, whom | shall send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth
who proceeds from the Father, He will testify of Me.

Joh 16:28 | came forth from the Father and have come into the world. Again, | leave the world and go
to the Father."

The Christian Trinity therefore will be a family affair formed by three equal members - Father,
Son and Holy Spirit; theHoly Spi rit being Goddés daughter and ClI
explain the following statement?

Joh 14:28 You have heard Me say to you, 'l am going away and comingpack to you.' If you loved Me,
you would rejoice because | said, 'l am going to the Fatter,’ for My Father is greater than I.

When Jesus Christ made that statement, He was in this world and He was a human being. In
that condition, the Father was infinitely greater than Him. But when He rose to heaven and
received the honor which He had with the Father before the world was, He regained His position
of equality with God. AAnd now, O Father, gl ori
I had with You before the world was.o (John 17:
does not mean he does not honor his father. Jesus Christ and His bride are equal with the Father,
but They will still honor Him as Their Father. Yet, there is more to the relationship of the three
members of the Trinity. The Scriptures tell us that Jesus Christ was the very God of the Old
Testament.
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JESUS CHRIST - THE GOD OF THE OLD TESTA MENT

The book of Hebrews tells us that both the Old and the New Testaments had the same author:

Heb 8:6 But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, inasmuch as He is also Mediator
of a better covenant, which was established on better promises.

Heb 8:7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, then no place would have been sought
for a second.

Heb 8:8 Because finding fault with them, He says: "BEHOLD, THE DAYS ARE COMING,
SAYS THE LORD, WHEN | WILL MAKE A NEW COVENANT WITH THE HOUSE OF
ISRAEL AND WITH THE HOUSE OF JUDAH &

Heb 8:9 NOT ACCORDING TO THE COVENANT THAT | MADE WITH THEIR FATHERS
IN THE DAY WHEN | TOOK THEM BY THE HAND TO LEAD THEM OUT O F THE
LAND OF EGYPT; BECAUSE THEY DID NOT CONTINUE IN MY COVENANT, AND |
DISREGARDED THEM, SAYS THE LORD.

Heb 8:10 FOR THIS IS THE COVENANT THAT | WILL MAKE WITH THE HOUSE OF
ISRAEL AFTER THOSE DAYS, SAYS THE LORD: | WILL PUT MY LAWS IN THEIR
MIND AND WR ITE THEM ON THEIR HEARTS; AND | WILL BE THEIR GOD, AND
THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE.

Heb 8:11 NONE OF THEM SHALL TEACH HIS NEIGHBOR, AND NONE HIS BROTHER,
SAYING, 'KNOW THE LORD,' FOR ALL SHALL KNOW ME, FROM THE LEAST OF
THEM TO THE GREATEST OF THEM.

Heb 8:12 FOR | WILL BE MERCIFUL TO THEIR UNRIGHTEOUSNESS, AND THEIR SINS
AND THEIR LAWLESS DEEDS | WILL REMEMBER NO MORE."

Heb 8:13 In that He says, "A NEW COVENANT," He has made thefirst obsolete. Now what is
becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to varish away.

The author of the book of Hebrews knew of the promises God made to ancient Israel through
the prophet Jeremiah:

Jer 31:31 "Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, when | will make a new covenant
with the house of Israel and with the house of Judahd

Jer 31:32 not according to the covenant that | made with their fathers in the day that | took
them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke,
though | was a husband to them, says the LORD.

Jer 31:33 But this is the covenant that | will make with the house of Israel after those days,
says the LORD: | will put My law in their minds, and write it on their hearts; and | will be
their God, and they shall be My people

Notice that the Person who made the Old Gvenant, who promised to make a New Covenant,
identified Hi mself as Athe Lordo and AGodo. Si
the New Testament, it means that He was the God of the Old Testament too. Jesus Christ had to
die in order to nul lify the Old Covenant. Why? Because that was a marriage covenant:

Heb 9:16 For where thereis a testament, there must also of necessity be the death of the
testator.

Heb 9:17 For a testamentis in force after men are dead, since it has no power atall while the
testator lives.

Jer 3:14 "Return, O backsliding children,” says the LORD; "for | am married to you. | will
take you, one from a city and two from a family, and | will bring you to Zion .
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If Jesus Christ was not the God of the Old Testamern, then we are still under the Old
Covenant. If that is the case, the Holy Spirit is not available and we are still under sin and not
under grace. But we know that the Holy Spirit is available to those who believe in Jesus Christ.

Joh 16:7 Neverthelesdl tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that | go away; for if | do not
go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if | depart, | will send Him to you.

Joh 16:8 And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and
of judgment:

Joh 16:9 of sin, because they do not believe in Me;

Joh 16:10 of righteousness, because | go to My Father and you see Me no more;

Joh 16:11 of judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged.

Joh 16:12 "I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bearthem now.

Joh 16:13 However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth;
for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He
will tell you things to come.

Joh 16:14 He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you.

Joh 16:15 All things that the Father has are Mine. Therefore | said that He will take of Mine
and declareit to you.

The prophet Isaiah wrote:

Isa 9:6 For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon
His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace.

Isa 9:7 Of the increase ofHis government and peaceThere will be no end, Upon the throne
of David and over His kingdom, To order it and establish it with judgment and justice
From that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.

Whom do these words refer €Cbilfdonbs hondesubel
fimighty God 0, evbrkastirfg Father 0 the very God of the Old Testament.
Consider also the meaning of the following passages:

Isa 7:14 Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and
bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.

Isa 7:15 Curds and honey He shall eat, that He may know to refuse the evil and choose the
good.

Isa 7:16 For before the Child shall know to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land that
you dread will be forsaken by both her kings.

Mat 1:18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary was betrothed
to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit.

Mat 1:19 Then Joseph her husband, being ayst man, and not wanting to make her a public
example, was minded to put her away secretly.

Mat 1:20 But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to
him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to taketo you Mary your
wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.

Mat 1:21 And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save
His people from their sins."

Mat 1:22 So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through
the prophet, saying:

Mat 1:23 "BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL BE WITH CHILD, AND BEAR A SON, AND
THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME IMMANUEL," which is translated, "God with us."

Mat 1:24 Then Joseph, being aroused from séep, did as the angel of the Lord commanded
him and took to him his wife,
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Mat 1:25 and did not know her till she had brought forth her firstborn Son. And he called His
name JESUS.

The prophet |1 saiah also expanded lon the theme

Isa 54:1 "Sing, O barren, Youwho have not borne! Break forth into singing, and cry aloud,
You who have not labored with child! For more are the children of the desolate Than the
children of the married woman," says the LORD.

Isa 54:2 "Enlarge the place of your tent, And let them stretch out the curtains of your
dwellings; Do not spare; Lengthen your cords, And strengthen your stakes.

Isa 54:3 For you shall expand to the right and to the left, And your descendants will inherit
the nations, And make the desolate cities inhabited.

Isa 54:4 "Do not fear, for you will not be ashamed; Neither be disgraced, for you will not be
put to shame; For you will forget the shame of your youth, And will not remember the
reproach of your widowhood anymore.

Isa 54:5 For your Maker is your husband, The LORD of hosts is His name; And
your Redeemer is the Holy One of Israel; He is called the God of the whole
earth.

Isa 54:6 For the LORD has called you Like a woman forsaken and grieved in spirit, Like a
youthful wi fe when you were refused,” Says your God.

Isa 54:7 "For a mere moment | have forsaken you, But with great mercies | will gather you.

Isa 54:8 With a little wrath | hid My face from you for a moment; But with everlasting
kindness | will have mercy on you," Says the LORD, your Redeemer.

How remarkable that after divorcing fAbackslid
Israel - the Church of God. For just as the Old Testament was a marriage covenant, the New
Testament is also a marriage coverant. Only that this time the law of God is no longer written on
parchments and wrapped around peoplebs arms or
where it stays forever.

ETERNAL, CREATED, OR BOTH

As wedOve seen, conmterl ar yoyt d htehe€avwihewi ¢ Chur ch,
Churches of God and other churches, the Bible says not only that Jesus Christ was God, but that
He was the very God of the Old Testament. In the book of Revelation, He made these statements
after He rose to heaven:

Rev 1:8 "l am the Alpha and the Omegathe Beginning and the End," says the Lord, "who is and who
was and who is to come, the Almighty."

Rev 1:11 saying, "l am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last," and, "What you see, wé in
a book and sendit to the seven churches which are in Asia: to Ephesus, to Smyrna, to Pergamos,
to Thyatira, to Sardis, to Philadelphia, and to Laodicea."

Rev 3:14 "And to the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write, 'These things says the Ame the
Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God:

Since Jesus Christ was the ABeginning of the
and the AFirst and the Lasto, it means inthat al
particular world, He was the Beginning of everything that ever existed long before this world was
brought into existence. In a discussion with the Jews, He said that He existed long before this
world was created and before He became a human being:

The Christian Herald No 5 Page 32



Joh 8:56 Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he sawt and was glad.”
Joh 8:57 Then the Jews said to Him, "You are not yet fifty years old, and have You seen Abraham?"
Joh 8:58 Jesus said to them, "Most assuredly, | say to you, before Araham was, | AM."

Before He was crucified, He prayed, "And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself,
with the glory which I had with You before the world was". How then can we explain the apparent
contradiction between the fact that Jesus Christ believed that He was both created and eternal?
Simple! When the mind of God becomes our mind and we begin to think like God, His
consciousness becomes our consciousness

Jesusd consciousness transcended humand btthest e
Holy Spirit in Him gave Him the consciousness of the Father who had no beginning of time nor
end of days. It is for tBeforeAbrealksam wdaat HeAM®.
linked Himself with the One who said to Moses:

Exo 3:14 And God said to Moses, "I AM WHO | AM." And He said, "Thus you shall say to the children
of Israel, 'l AM has sent me to you.""

Exo 3:15 Moreover God said to Moses, "Thus you shall say to the children of Israel: 'The LORD God of
your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you. This
is My name forever, and this is My memorial to all generations.’

From the moment of conception - the time He received the Holy Spirit - there was a spiritual
element in Him who linked Him to the Father and a time before the world was. But as a human
being, His genealogy took Him back to the time of Adam (See Luke 3:2238). In that, He was no
different from us. We too have in our bodies cells which have lived continuously through
regeneration since the time of Adam. When we repent and are baptized,however, God implants
His seed- His Holy Spirit - in us and we begin to grow spiritually until the mind of God takes over
our thought processes just as itdid with Jesus Christ. This is how we grow to become not orly
sons of God, but one with Him too.

Joh 17:15 1do not pray that You should take them out of the world, but that You should keep them
from the evil one.

Joh 17:16 They are not of the world, just as | am notof the world.

Joh 17:17 Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth.

Joh 17:18 As You sent Me into the world, | also have sent them into the world.

Joh 17:19 And for their sakes | sanctify Myself, that they also may be sanctified by the truth.

Joh 17:20 "I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word;

Joh 17:21 that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and | in You; that they also
may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me.

Joh 17:22 And the glory which You gave Me | have given them, that they may be one just as We are

Joh 17:23 one: | in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one , and that the
world may know that You have sent Me, and have loved themas You have loved Me.

Joh 17:24 "Father, | desire that they also whom You gave Me may be with Me where | am, that they
may behold My glory which You have given Me; for You loved Me before the foundation of the
Joh 17:25 world. O righteous Father! The world has not known You, but | have known You; and these

have known that You sent Me.
Joh 17:26 And | have declared to them Your name, and will declareit, that the love with which You
loved Me may be in them, and | in them."”

It is in this context that Jesus Christ attributed personal characteristics to the Holy Spirit. It is
through His presence that we can become one with the Father and the Son. It is through His
presence also that we inherit eternal life.

Joh 14:16 And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide with
you forever o

Joh 14:17 the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows
Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you.
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HEAVE NLY IMAGES

One of the best known biblical parables is that of Lazarus and the rich man. It may surprise
many people to know this, but the message it conveys is the very opposite of the one most people
think it does. Let us have a look at it.

Luk 16:19 "There was a certain rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and fared
sumptuously every day.

Luk 16:20 But there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, full of sores, who was laid at his

Luk 16:21 gate, desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man's table.
Moreover the dogs came and licked his sores.

Luk 16:22 So it was that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels to Abraham's bosom.
The rich man also died and was buried.

Luk 16:23 And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off,
and Lazarus in his bosom.

Luk 16:24 "Then he cried and said, 'Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus
that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for | am tormented in
this flame.'

Luk 16:25 But Abraham said, 'Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good
things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted and you are tormented.

Luk 16:26 And besides all this, between us and you there is a grat gulf fixed, so that those
who want to pass from here to you cannot, nor can those from there pass to us

This parable is often used to justify the belief that when people die they go to heaven or to hell.
But this is not what Jesus Christ wanted to convey because elsewhere He said something which
nullified this belief:

Joh 3:12 If | have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how will you believe if | tell
you heavenly things?

Joh 3:13 No one has ascended to heaven but He who cameodvn from heaven, that is, the
Son of Man who is in heaven.

Neither Lazarus nor Abraham were in heaven because if they were, they would have gone
there before Jesus Christ Himself. What message then did He want to convey through this
parable? WhenHesai d t hat Lazarus went to fiAbrahamds bc
pl ace. The question is why? Why did He not sa
more accurate and to the point? This is one of many heavenly images in the Bible which direct
people to the Scriptures to search and find out the truth about their meaning. Lazarus was an
imaginary person, but Abraham was not. He lived in the past and his life is well documented in
the Bible. We should therefore be able to discover the symbolismbehind this parable by looking
at his |ife. Before we do that, we wi || have a
directs us to Abraham. Before He was crucified, Jesus prayed to the Father and said:

Mat 26:39 He went a little farther a nd fell on His face, and prayed, saying, "O My Father, if it
is possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not as | will, but as Youwwill. "

Luk 22:41 And He was withdrawn from them about a stone's throw, and He knelt down and
prayed,

Luk 22:42 saying, "Father, if it is Your will, take this cup away from Me; nevertheless not My
will, but Yours, be done."

It is generally assumed that Jesus Christ knew all the time that He would be crucified. The
Bible tells us that He was ordained to die for our sins before the world was created (1 Pet 1:1-21).
Why then did He pray, Aif 1t Iis possible, et t
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possible? He did so for two reasons. First, because He knew that with God everything is possible
(Gen. 18:14; Matt. 19:26). Second, because there was a biblical example which showed Him that
there was indeed a possibility He could be spared that death at the last minute. He learned it
from the following incident in the life of Abraham and Isaac:

Gen22:1 Now it came to pass after these things that God tested Abraham, and said to him,
"Abraham!" And he said, "Here | am."

Gen 22:2 Then He said, "Take now your son, your onlyson Isaac, whom you love, and go to
the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of
which | shall tell you."

Gen 22:3 So Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his donkey, and took two of his
young men with him, and Isaac his son; and he split the wood for the burnt offering, and
arose and went to the place of which God had told him.

Gen 22:4 Then on the third day Abraham lifted his eyes and saw the place afar off.

Gen 22:5 And Abraham said to his young men, "Stay here with the donkey; the lad and | will
go yonder and worship, and we will come back to you."

Gen 22:6 So Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son; and he
took the fire in his hand, and a knife, and the two of them went together.

Gen 22:7 But Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and said;'My father!" And he said, "Here |
am, my son." Then he said, "Look, the fire and the wood, but whereis the lamb for a burnt
offering?"

Gen 22:8 And Abraham said, "My son, God will provide for Himself the lamb for a burnt
offering." So the two of them went together.

Gen 22:9 Then they came to the place of which God had told him. And Abraham built an
altar there and placed the wood in order; and he bound Isaac his son and laid him on the
altar, upon the wood.

Gen 22:10 And Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to slay his son.

Gen 22:11 But the Angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, "Abraham,
Abraham!" So he said, "Here | am."

Gen 22:12 And He said, "Do not lay your hand on the lad, or do anything to him; for now |
know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your onlyson, from Me."
Gen 22:13 Then Abraham lifted his eyes and looked, and there behinchim was a ram caught
in a thicket by its horns. So Abraham went and took the ram, and offered it up for a burnt

offering instead of his son.

Gen 22:14 And Abraham called the name of the place, TheLORD-Will -Provide; as it is said
to this day, "In the Mount of the LORD it shall be provided."

Gen 22:15 Then the Angel of the LORD called to Abraham a secondrne out of heaven,

Gen 22:16 and said: "By Myself | have sworn, says the LORD, because you have done this
thing, and have not withheld your son, your only sond

Gen 22:17 blessing | will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply your descendants as the
stars of the heaven and as the sand whichs on the seashore; and your descendants shall
possess the gate of their enemies.

Gen 22:18 In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed
My voice."

Now compare this with the following statement in the New Testament:

Heb 11:17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received
the promises offered up his only begotten son,
Heb 11:18 of whom it was said, "IN ISAAC YOUR SEED SHALL BE CALLED,"

Joh 3:16 For God so loved the world that He gaveHis only begotten Son |, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.

Joh 3:17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the
world through Hi m might be saved.
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There is an obvious parallelism between the sacrifice required of Abraham andlsaac, and the
one God performed in Jesus Christ. Isasacwa s A b r ahlybegdtenstn 6, Jesus Chr
was Gonlybegottén Son 0 . Abrahaml ssaactasoadfi@burnt of fe
Christ was offered as a type of fAburnt offering
But once Abraham showed willingness to go on with the sacrifice, God put an end to it and
spared| s a d#fe. 6I'Bere was no longer a need forlsaact o di e . That was the
marital covenant with Abraham and his descendants.
When that covenant was broken, there arose a need for a new covenant. This time Jesus
Christ was to becomethes acr i bucnt@al ofif er i ngo Bubbecaaseliehad cov er
never sinned, He did not need to die for His sins and so He qualified to atone for the sins of the
whole world (for His creation, as it were). This is what He did when He showed willingness to die
on the cross.
The knowledge that Isaacd ke was spared gave Him hope that His life might be sparedtoo at
the last minute. Thisi s why He prayed #Aif it be possible, |
obedient Son, He added, fdneswer tdlosle®dss not My wi
It would have been too much of a burden to carry all His life the knowledge that there was no
escape from that horrible death. Jesus was the Son of God, but He was also a human being and,
as such, He had to cope with all the human frailties and weaknesses. He needed reasirance that
everything will be fine in the end, though He d
was that He goeson with the sacrifice, but sent an angel to strengthen Him. Then, for a brief
moment, as He was hanging on the cross, pouring ait His life, God abandoned Him altogether. In
His deepest agony, He cried, "My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?" (Mark 15:34). Did
you ever think why God forsook Him? The answer is found in another powerful heavenly image:

Num 21:5 And the peoplespoke against God and against Moses: "Why have you brought us
up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and our soul
loathes this worthless bread.”

Num 21:6 So the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they lithe people; and
many of the people of Israel died.

Num 21:7 Therefore the people came to Moses, and said, "We have sinned, for we have
spoken against the LORD and against you; pray to the LORD that He take away the
serpents from us." So Moses prayed fo the people.

Num 21:8 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Make a fieryserpent, and set it on a pole; and it
shall be that everyone who is bitten, when he looks at it, shall live."

Num 21:9 So Moses made a bronze serpent, and put it on a pole; and so it wasf a serpent
had bitten anyone, when he looked at the bronze serpent, he lived.

Joh 3:14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man
be lifted up,

Joh 3:15 that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.

Joh 3:16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.

Joh 3:17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the
world through Him might be saved.

By taking the sins of the world upon Himself, Jesus Christ became the symbolic serpent on the
pole. Since God hates sin, Jesus endured Godos
Another symbolic heavenly image is found in the lives of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob

Exo 6:6 Therefore say to the children of Israel: 'l am the LORD; | will bring you out from
under the burdens of the Egyptians, | will rescue you from their bondage, and | will
redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great judgments.

Exo 6:7 | will take you as My people, and | will be your God. Then you shall know that | am
the LORD your God who brings you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians.

The Christian Herald No 5 Page 36



Exo 6:8 And I will bring you into the land wh ich | swore to give to Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob ; and | will give it to you as a heritage: | am the LORD.""

Mat 8:11 And | say to you that many will come from east and west, and sit down with
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven.

Mat 8:12 But the sons of the kingdom will be cast out into outer darkness. There will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth."

In the first example, Abraham, I saac and Jaco!
promises and inheritance. In the second, they are named in connection with the promise of the
New Testament - eternal life in the Kingdom of Heaven. Notice how the people from the east and
west do not sit down with God and Jesus Christ in the Kingdom of Heaven, but with Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob.

Her e again, Jesus placed Abraham in Gododos pl ac
Issac represented Jesus Christ, but who did Jacob represent? In order to find this out, we need to
look first at Abraham, Isaac and Ishmael. This is because Jacobwasn ot Abr ahamés sor
| saacdbs son. The natur al representative trio s
| shmael was Abrahamdés firstborn, not | ssac. Wh
It is clear that there has been a realgnment in the position and power relationship between these
people. But why? To find this out, again we must look at the life of the respective personalities.
We begin with Ishmael:

Gen 16:1 Now Sarai, Abram's wife, had borne him nachildren. And she had an Egyptian
maidservant whose name was Hagar.

Gen 16:2 So Sarai said to Abram, "See now, the LORD has restrained me from bearing
children. Please, go in to my maid; perhaps | shall obtain children by her." And Abram
heeded the voice of Sarai.

Gen 16:3 Then Sarai, Abram's wife, took Hagar her maid, the Egyptian, and gave her to her
husband Abram to be his wife, after Abram had dwelt ten years in the land of Canaan.

Gen 16:4 So he went in to Hagar, and she conceived. And when she saw that sthad
conceived, her mistress became despised in her eyes.

Gen 16:5 Then Sarai said to Abram, "My wrongbe upon you! | gave my maid into your
embrace; and when she saw that she had conceived, | became despised in her eyes. The
LORD judge between you andme."

Gen 16:6 So Abram said to Sarai, "Indeed your maids in your hand; do to her as you please.
And when Sarai dealt harshly with her, she fled from her presence.

Gen 16:7 Now the Angel of the LORD found her by a spring of water in the wilderness, ly the
spring on the way to Shur.

Gen 16:8 And He said, "Hagar, Sarai's maid, where have you come from, and where are you
going?" She said, "I am fleeing from the presence of my mistress Sarai."

Gen 16:9 The Angel of the LORD said to her, "Return to you mistress, and submit yourself
under her hand."

Gen 16:10 Then the Angel of the LORD said to her, "I will multiply your descendants
exceedingly, so that they shall not be counted for multitude.”

Gen 16:11 And the Angel of the LORD said to her: "Beholdyou are with child, And you shall
bear a son. You shall call his name Ishmael, Because the LORD has heard your affliction.

Gen 16:12 He shall be a wild man; His handshall be against every man, And every man's
hand against him. And he shall dwell in the presence of all his brethren.”

Being a dAwil do man, | shmael represented a Awi
against every man, and every mands hand against
Now take a look at what Apostle Paul sid about Hagar and Ishmael:

Gal 4:22 For it is written that Abraham had two sons: the one by a bondwoman, the other by
a freewoman.

The Christian Herald No 5 Page 37



Gal 4:23 But hewho was of the bondwoman was born according to the flesh, and he of the
freewoman through promise,

Gal 4:24 which things are symbolic. For these are the two covenants: the one from Mount
Sinai which gives birth to bondage, which is Hagard

Gal 4:25 for this Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia, and corresponds to Jerusalem which now
is, and is in bondage with her children d

Gal 4:26 but the Jerusalem above is free, which is the mother of us all.

Gal 4:27 For it is written: "REJOICE, O BARREN, YOU WHO DO NOT BEAR! BREAK
FORTH AND SHOUT, YOU WHO ARE NOT IN LABOR! FOR THE DESOLATE HAS
MANY MORE CHILDREN THAN SHE WHO HAS A HUSBAND."

Gal 4:28 Now we, brethren, as Isaacwas, are children of promise.

Gal 4:29 But, as he who was born according to the flesh then persecuted himwho was born
according to the Spirit, even soit is now.

Gal 4:30 Nevertheless what does the Scripture say? "CAST OUT THE BONDWOMAN AND
HER SON, FOR THE SON OF THE BONDWOMAN SHALL NOT BE HEIR WITH THE
SON OF THE FREEWOMAN."

Gal 4:31 So then, brethren, we are not children of the bondwoman but of the free.

Putting the first trio together, we come to the first representation of a heavenly Trinity in
which Abraham stood for God, Ishmael for the Adversary, and Issac for the Word. Remember,
there were at least three heavenly figures present at the moment of creation: God, the Word, and

the Adver sar vy . ALet Us make man in Our i mage, acc
that there was more than one person. Al n the Db
God, and the Wor d -3)&bs ualatthe secdnd perlsom wals: it he Wor d.

the woman said, 6The serpent deceived me, and

was t he #ASatam thecAdviersary.

But Ishmael lost his position in favor of Jacob in the second representation of the Trinity.
Abraham, Issac and Jacob are listed together nearly one hundred and fifty times in the Bible. Itis
an extremely important and meaningful biblical combination. Which forces the question, since
Jacob replaced Ishmael in the heavenly representation of the Trinity, who did he stand for? The
answer is, whoever replaces Satan after he is cast out of heaven.

Is it not remarkable that at the precise time when Satan will be cast out of heaven, immediately
afterwards the bride of Christ - the Church of God - will be resurrected to take her place alongside
Him and the Father in the new heaven and the new earth? (Rev. 21). In other words, the Holy
Spirit will replace Satan in the new Trinity. Jacob stood for the Holy Spirit. This is what
differentiates the Christian Trinity from all other Trinities. While the biblical Trinity began as all
the others, with a hostile figure in its midst, it will end up with three figures bound by a
relationship of love and harmony. There are several representations of the heaenly Trinity in the
Bible. We cannot discuss them all here, but there is another one which has a particular relevance
for our case:

Mic 6:4 For | brought you up from the land of Egypt, | redeemed you from the house of
bondage; And | sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam.

When God sent Moses to free his brethren from the Egyptian slavery, he complained that he
was not a good speaker

Exo 4:10 Then Moses said to the LORD, "O my Lord, lam not eloquent, neither before nor
since You have spoken toYour servant; but | am slow of speech and slow of tongue."

Exo 4:11 So the LORD said to him, "Who has made man's mouth? Or who makes the mute,
the deaf, the seeing, or the blind?Have not I, the LORD?

Exo 4:12 Now therefore, go, and | will be with your mouth and teach you what you shall say."

Exo 4:13 But he said, "O my Lord, please send by the hand of whomeveelse You may send.”
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Exo 4:14 So the anger of the LORD was kindled against Moses, and He said: "Is not Aaron
the Levite your brother? | know that he can speak well. And look, he is also coming out to
meet you. When he sees you, he will be glad in his heart.

Exo 4:15 Now you shall speak to him and put the words in his mouth. And I will be with your
mouth and with his mouth, and | will teach yo u what you shall do.

Exo 4:16 So he shall beyour spokesman  to the people. And he himself shall be as a
mouth for you, and you shall be to him as God.

Moses was to be as God to Aar on, and Aaron wa.

similari ty with God and Jesus Christ, Jesus having been the Word the spokesman- for God at
the moment of creation? Since Moses stood for God, and Aaron for Jesus Christ, who do you
think Miriam stood for if not the Holy Spirit, the Church of God and the bride of Christ? But there
is more to it. At one time Miriam led a revolt against Moses:

Num 12:1 Then Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses because of the Ethiopian woman whom he
had married; for he had married an Ethiopian woman.

Num 12:2 So they said, "Hasthe LORD indeed spoken only through Moses? Has He not spoken
through us also?" And the LORD heardit.

Num 12:3 (Now the man Moseswas very humble, more than all men who were on the face of the
earth.)

Num 12:4 Suddenly the LORD said to Moses, Aaron, ad Miriam, "Come out, you three, to the
tabernacle of meeting!" So the three came out.

Num 12:5 Then the LORD came down in the pillar of cloud and stoodin the door of the tabernacle,
and called Aaron and Miriam. And they both went forward.

Num 12:6 Then He said, "Hear now My words: If there is a prophet among you, |, the LORD, make
Myself known to him in a vision; | speak to him in a dream.

Num 12:7 Not so with My servant Moses; Heis faithful in all My house.

Num 12:8 | speak with him face to face, Even plainly, and not in dark sayings; And he sees the form of
the LORD. Why then were you not afraid To speak against My servant Moses?"

Num 12:9 So the anger of the LORD was aroused against them, and He departed.

Num 12:10 And when the cloud departed from above the tabernacle, suddenly Miriam became
leprous, aswhite as snow. Then Aaron turned toward Miriam, and there she was, a leper.

Num 12:11 So Aaron said to Moses, "Oh, my lord! Please do not lathis sin on us, in which we have
done foolishly and in which we have sinned.

Num 12:12 Please do not let her be as one dead, whose flesh is half consumed when he comes out of
his mother's womb!"

Num 12:13 So Moses cried out to the LORD, saying, "Please heal her, O God, | pray!"

Num 12:14 Then theLORD said to Moses, "If her father had but spit in her face, would she not be
shamed seven days? Let her be shut out of the camp seven days, and afterward she may be
received again."

Num 12:15 So Miriam was shut out of the camp seven days, and the peopldid not journey till Miriam
was brought in again.

Miriam was to spend seven days outside the camp as a leper. In biblical prophecies, a day
stands for a thousand years (Ps. 90:4; 2 Pet. 3:8). The seven days represent seven thousand years
during which the world would be isolated from God because of rebellion. Miriam represented the
first wife of God, the sinful rebellious world. But in the end she is transformed into a new person.
She becomes a new wife, a holy wife the Holy Spirit. The people of Israel, as in fact all people of
the world, are about to be granted repentance
part of the Church of God, the bride of Christ. We need to point out that the symbolic
representations which Ishmael and Jacob stood for have nothing to do with the way their
descendants evolved in this world. The descendants of Ishmael are no more and no less good or
evil than the descendants of Jacob. If that representation was true in real life then all children of
Jacob would have been godly and holy people, but notice what Jesus Christ told the Jews who
sought to kill Him:

Joh 8:31 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, "If you abide in My word, you are My
disciples indeed.
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Joh 8:32 And you shall know the trut h, and the truth shall make you free."

Joh 8:33 They answered Him, "We are Abraham's descendants, and have never been in bondage to
anyone. How can You say, 'You will be made free'?"

Joh 8:34 Jesus answered them, "Most assuredly, | say to you, whoevecommits sin is a slave of sin.

Joh 8:35 And a slave does not abide in the house foreverbut a son abides forever.

Joh 8:36 Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed.

Joh 8:37 "I know that you are Abraham's descendants, but you sek to kill Me, because My word has
no place in you.

Joh 8:38 | speak what | have seen with My Father, and you do what you have seen with your father."

Joh 8:39 They answered and said to Him, "Abraham is our father." Jesus said to them, "If you were
Abraham's children, you would do the works of Abraham.

Joh 8:40 But now you seek to kill Me, a Man who has told you the truth which | heard from God.
Abraham did not do this.

Joh 8:41 You do the deeds of your father." Then they said to Him, "We were not lorn of fornication;
we have one Fathed God."

Joh 8:42 Jesus said to them, "If God were your Father, you would love Me, for | proceeded forth and
came from God; nor have | come of Myself, but He sent Me.

Joh 8:43 Why do you not understand My speech? Beause you are not able to listen to My word.

Joh 8:44 You are ofyour father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a
murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him.
When he speaksa lie, he speaks from his ownresources, for he is a liar and the father of it.

Joh 8:45 But because | tell the truth, you do not believe Me.

Joh 8:46 Which of you convicts Me of sin? And if | tell the truth, why do you not believe Me?

Joh 8:47 He who is of God hears God's words; therefore you do not hear, because you are not of God."

Now, let us have a look at another powerful heavenly image- the twelve tribes of Israel. We
begin by going back to Ishmael and his children:

Gen 17:18 And Abrahan said to God, "Oh, that Ishmael might live before You!"

Gen 17:19 Then God said: "No, Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call his
name Isaac; | will establish My covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, and with
his descendants ater him.

Gen 17:20 And as for Ishmael, | have heard you. Behold, | have blessed him, and will make
him fruitful, and will multiply him exceedingly. He shall beget twelve princes, and | will
make him a great nation.

Gen 17:21 But My covenant | will estadlish with Isaac, whom Sarah shall bear to you at this
set time next year."

Ishmael begattwelve princes , just as Jacob begattwelve tribal leaders . From this we can
conclude that the figure twelve represents the twelve spiritual tribes of the new Israel (See Rev.
74-8) . From the book of Revelation, we | earn tha

Rev 12:1 Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under
her feet, and on her head a garland of twelvestars.

Rev 12:2 Then being with child, she cried out in labor and in pain to give birth.

Rev 12:3 And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great, fiery red dragon having seven heads
and ten horns, and seven diadems on his heads.

Rev 12:4 His tdl drew a third of the stars of heaven and threw them to the earth. And the dragon
stood before the woman who was ready to give birth, to devour her Child as soon as it was born.

Rev 12:5 She bore a male Child who was to rule all nations with a rod of ion. And her Child was
caught up to God and His throne.

The Devil had rul ership over one third of God:
were part of the Trinity. Since Ishmael, who represented him, had twelve princes and
consequently twelve tribes, Satan must have had twelve legions of angels under him too. But how
many legions of angels did Jesus Christ have rulership over? We saw this earlier when we quoted
this passage for a different purpose.
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Mat 26:50 But Jesus said to him, "Friend, why have you come?" Then they came and laid hands on
Jesus and took Him.

Mat 26:51 And suddenly, one of thosewho were with Jesus stretched out his hand and drew his
sword, struck the servant of the high priest, and cut off his ear.

Mat 26:52 But Jesussaid to him, "Put your sword in its place, for all who take the sword will perish
by the sword.

Mat 26:53 Or do you think that | cannot now pray to My Father, and He will provide Me with more
than twelve legions of angels?

Mat 26:54 How then could the Scriptures be fulfilled, that it must happen thus?"

More than twelve legions of angels? This causes a problem. Why more than twelve legions,
and how many more? Here is the astonishing answer. Satan tipped the balance in his favor by
surreptitiously adding one extra legion to his rebellious angels. We know this from another
symbolic representation of the Trinity: Issac, Esau and Jacob, where Issac represented the Father,
Esau represented Satan and Jacob represented Jesus Christ. Notice the relatiogship between the
brothers Isaac and Jacob:

Gen 25:23 And the LORD said to her: "Two nationsare in your womb, Two peoples shall be
separated from your body; One people shall be stronger than the other, And the older shall serve
the younger."

Gen 25:24 So when her days were fulfilled for her to give birth, indeed there were twins in her womb.

Gen 25:25 And the first came out red.He was like a hairy garment all over; so they called his name
Esau.

Gen 25:26 Afterward his brother came out, and his hand took hold of Esau's heel; so his name was
called Jacob. Isaacwas sixty years old when she bore them.

Gen 25:27 So the boys grew. And Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field; but Jacob was a mild
man, dwelling in tents.

Gen 25:28 And Isaac loved Esau because he atef his game, but Rebekah loved Jacob.

Gen 25:29 Now Jacob cooked a stew; and Esau came in from the field, and hevas weary.

Gen 25:30 And Esau said to Jacob, "Please feed me with that same redtew, for | am weary."
Therefore his name was called Edom.

Gen 25:31 But Jacob said, "Sell me your birthright as of this day."

Gen 25:32 And Esau said, "Look, lam about to die; so whatis this birthright to me?"

Gen 25:33 Then Jacob said, "Swear to me as of this day." So he swore tum, and sold his birthright
to Jacob.

Gen 25:34 And Jacob gave Esau bread and stew of lentils; then he ate and drank, arose, and went his
way. Thus Esau despisedhis birthright.

Esau, the first born, lost his birthright to his brother Jacob in the sam e waythat Satan lost his
birthright to Jesus Christ. Although the older brother was stronger, the yo unger brother was
smarter. This is why the older brother ended up serving the younger one.
In the contest between Satan and Jesus Christ, Satan was stnager and older, but God decreed
that their contest should not be one of physical strength but one of intellect. After forty days of
fasting, Jesus could hardly have been in a position to fight a physical battle Their contest came
down to who knew the Scriptures better and who showed the correct relationship with the Father.
I n this regard, Jesusdé mind was sharper than ev
provide spiritual nourishment and wisdom, and He passed everything Satan threw at Him with
flying colors. In the end, when Satan promised Jesus the world if Hewould worship him, Jesus
sai d: iGet behind Me, Satan! For it is written
only you shall serve." " (Luke 4:8). From then on, Jesus became rilier over Satan, and Satan began
to obey Him. In the heavenly representation of the Trinity, formed by Isa ac, Esau and Jacob,
where Esau stood for Satan and Jacob for Christ, we would expect to find a balance in the number

of children and tribes, justast her e was a bal ance between | shmae

tribes. But here comes the surprise: Genesis36:91 9, | i sts thirteen Achief
He himself had only five sons: Eliphaz, Reuel Jeush, Jaalam and Korah, but for reasons whit

are not explained, probably because EIl i phaz and Reuel died ear |

sons. The result is that Esau ended up with thi
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Gatam, Kenaz, Nahath, Zerah, Shammah, Mizzah, Jeush, Jaalam and Korah.Faced with the new
reality, Jacob had to do something to restore the balance. So what did he do? He split one of his
tribes in two - Joseph became Ephraim andManasseh This answers the question of why Jesus
said Aimore than t wel twelvetribes. Batsvidat abautshe avahke Amostlesp u s t
Jesus Christ selected twelve of His disciples to become Apostles and leaders over the twelve tribes

of the new Israel:

Mat 19:27 Then Peter answered and said to Him, "See, we have left all and follow& You. Therefore
what shall we have?"

Mat 19:28 So Jesus said to them, "Assuredly | say to you, that in the regeneration, when the Son of
Man sits on the throne of His glory, you who have followed Me will also sit on twelve thrones,
judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

Now where does the thirteenth tribe stand in this scheme of things and who is their Apostle?
Here is the astonishing answer:

Eph 1:1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, To the saints who are in Ephesus, and
faithful in Christ Jesus:
Eph 1:2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Rom 11:13 For | speak to you Gentiles; inasmuch as | am an apostle to the Gentiles, | magnify my
ministry,

1Co 15:3 For | delivered to you first of all that which | also received: that Christ died for our sins
according to the Scriptures,

1Co 15:4 and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures,

1Co 15:5 and that He was seen by Cephas, then by the twelve.

1Co b:6 After that He was seen by over five hundred brethren at once, of whom the greater part
remain to the present, but some have fallen asleep.

1Co 15:7 After that He was seen by James, then by all the apostles.

1Co 15:8 Then last of all He was seen bme also, as by one born out of due time.

1Co 15:9 For | am the least of the apostles, who am not worthy to be called an apostle, because |
persecuted the church of God.

1Co 15:10 But by the grace of God | am what | am, and His grace toward me was nat vain; but |
labored more abundantly than they all, yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.

Apostle Paul became the thirteenth major Apostle of Jesus Christ. He is not going to be ruler over a
tribe of Israel, but over a tribe formed from a mong the Gentile nations. Numerically speaking,
this tribe will be I arger than all the tribes
deception turned out to our advantage. Satan has not realized it, but all along everything he did
s er v e dpufposdid the end.

In conclusion, the Trinity is not only a fact, but one that permeates the Bible throughout.
Belief in the correct Trinity is essential for
the Holy Spirit, mesavmsonndenying onedés own

When Jesus Christ gave His disciples the command to go out into the world and make
disciples of all nations, He sealed that command with the authority that God gave Him in heaven.

Mat 28:18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All autlority has been given to Me in
heaven and on earth.

Mat 28:19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,

Mat 28:20 teaching them to observe all things that | have commanded you; and lo, | am with
you always, evento the end of the age.” Amen.

Jesus Christ acknowledged that the Holy Spirit has a name and authority which His disciples
can use and rely upon. You would be making a grave mistake by believing those whtell you
otherwise.
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ON BEING A WITNESS OF GOD

AANd I wi || gi ve power t o my t wo
prophesy one thousand two hundred and sixty days, clothed in
sackcloth. These are the two olive trees and the two la mpstands

standing before the God of the earth. And if anyone wants to harm
them, fire proceeds from their mouth and devours their enemies.

And if anyone wants to harm them, he must be killed in this
manner . O (-Rev. 11:3

Inmost peopleds minds the word Awitnesso conjur
court of law. Funk & Wa g n alhtdrnatenal Edition Dictionary gives the following definition of
Awitnesso: AA person who has s ee mpaenttolgimeo ws s on
evidence concerning it; One who has knowledge of facts relating to a given cause and is
subpoenaed to testify.o

What then does it mean to be a witness of God? It means to know something about God and to
be competent to give evidence conerning Him; it means to have knowledge of facts about the
Kingdom of God and be subpoenaed to testify about it.

There are many ways inwhich people obtain knowledge about God and His Kingdom. Ancient
people had visions and dreams or, as in the case of Mses and many prophets of ancient Israel,

God spoke directly to them. These days, the most common way of obtaining such knowledge is by
reading the books inspired by God. The question is, how do people know which books are inspired
and which are not, which religions are right and which are not?

For most people this is determined by their birth. The religion in which they have been born,
the religion of their parents, is the right religion and its books are the inspired ones. Thus, we
have allbeenba n i n the right religion. My religion i
religion is right; so why bother with other peo
inspired? The problem is, God does not think so. He saysthat there is only one Book which is
inspired by Him and only one religion that is right.

Eph 4:4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your calling;
Eph 4:5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism;

Eph 4:6 one God and Father of all, whois above all, and through all, and in you all.

Eph 4:7 But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ's gift.

To find out which religion isthis, you are guided by the woisds o
trutho (JsakdHerle#A:err)i,ng to the Bible. nALl I Scri|
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the
man of God may be compl ete, thor oulgnBilél7esqdi pped
Apostl e Paul . ANor 1 s there salvation in any o
[beside Jesus Christ] given among men by which we must be saved" (Acts 4:12), said Apostle
Peter.

The right religion then is the one that foll ows the teachings of the Bible. Yes, but other people
make similar claims about their books and religions. That is true, except that there is one big
difference: fulfilled prophecy. Biblical prophecies that have been written thousands of years ago
have been fulfilled exactly as the Bible said they would. Some are being fulfilled right before our
eyes, as our readers would very well know. No other book in the world and no religion can make
such a claim.
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How important then is it that people follow the right religion, and what chance do people of
other religions have of being saved? Jesus Christ gave us the answer when He spoke to a
Samaritan woman:

Joh 4:19 The woman said to Him, "Sir, | perceive that You are a prophet.

Joh 4:20 Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, and you Jews say that in Jerusalem is the place
where one ought to worship."

Joh 4:21 Jesus said to her, "Woman, believe Me, the hour is coming when you will neither on this
mountain, nor in Jerusalem, worship the Father.

Joh 4:22 Youworship what you do not know; we know what we worship, for salvation is of the Jews.

Joh 4:23 But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in
spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him.

Joh 4:24 Godis Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth."

Joh 4:25 The woman said to Him, "I know that Messiah is coming" (who is called Christ). "When He
comes, He will tell us all things."

Joh 4:26 Jesus said to her, "l who spe& to you am He."

AYou worship what you do not know; we know wh;
of the Jews . Gould anything be clearer? Later, Jesus and His Apostles qualified this statement
by pointing out that there are two kinds of Jews in the world: those who are Jews by birth, and
those who are Jews by faith. It is to the Jews by faith that salvation belongs to. Here is the
passage that describes the Jews by birth:

Joh 8:37 "I know that you are Abraham's descendants, but you seek to kill Me, becase My word has
no place in you.

Joh 8:38 | speak what | have seen with My Father, and you do what you have seen with your father."

Joh 8:39 They answered and said to Him, "Abraham is our father." Jesus said to them, "If you were
Abraham's children, you would do the works of Abraham.

Joh 8:40 But now you seek to kill Me, a Man who has told you the truth which | heard from God.
Abraham did not do this.

Joh 8:41 You do the deeds of your father." Then they said to Him, "We were not born of fornication;
we have one Fathedp God."

Joh 8:42 Jesus said to them, "If God were your Father, you would love Me, for | proceeded forth and
came from God; nor have | come of Myself, but He sent Me.

Joh 8:43 Why do you not understand My speech? Because you are not algl to listen to My word.

Joh 8:44 You are ofyour father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a
murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him.
When he speaks a lie, he speaks fnm his own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it.

Joh 8:45 But because I tell the truth, you do not believe Me.

Joh 8:46 Which of you convicts Me of sin? And if | tell the truth, why do you not believe Me?

Joh 8:47 He who is of God hears Gal's words; therefore you do not hear, because you are not of God."

And here is a passage that describes the Jews by faith:

Gal 3:26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.

Gal 3:27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ hae put on Christ.

Gal 3:28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor
female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.

Gal 3:29 And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to thepromise.

What does it mean to belong to Christ, to be the seed of Abraham and have God as our Father?
It means to accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, to be faithful to God as was Abraham, to love
and fear God, to keep HisCommandments, to repent, be baptized and receive the Holy Spirit, and
to wait patiently for Godds salvation. This is

Joh 14:15 "If you love Me, keep My commandments.
Joh 14:16 And | will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide with
you foreverd
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Joh 14:17 the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows
Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you.

Joh 14:18 1 will not leave you orphans; | will come to you.

Joh 14:19 "A little while longer and the world will see Me no more, but you will see Me. Because | live,
you will live also.

Joh 14:20 At that day you will know that | am in My Father, and you in Me, and | in you.

Joh 14:21 He who has Mycommandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And he who loves
Me will be loved by My Father, and | will love him and manifest Myself to him."

The presence of the Holy Spirit is the major difference between the Jews by faith and the Jews
by birth. The first have the law of God written in their heart; the second have it written on
parchments. You may have seen the Jews at worship wearing little boxes on their forehead or tied
around their arms. It is a custom retained by them from Old Testament ti mes. It was a command
given to them by Moses

Deu 6:1 "Now this is the commandment, and these are the statutes and judgments which the LORD
your God has commanded to teach you, that you may observeéhem in the land which you are
crossing over to posses,

Deu 6:2 that you may fear the LORD your God, to keep all His statutes and His commandments
which | command you, you and your son and your grandson, all the days of your life, and that your
days may be prolonged.

Deu 6:8 You shall bind them as a signon your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes.

Eze 36:21 But | had concern for My holy name, which the house of Israel had profaned among the
nations wherever they went.

Eze 36:22 "Therefore say to the house of Israel, 'Thus says théord GOD: "I do not do this for your
sake, O house of Israel, but for My holy name's sake, which you have profaned among the nations
wherever you went.

Eze 36:23 And I will sanctify My great name, which has been profaned among the nations, which you
have profaned in their midst; and the nations shall know that | am the LORD," says the Lord
GOD, "when | am hallowed in you before their eyes.

Eze 36:24 For | will take you from among the nations, gather you out of all countries, and bring you
into your own land.

Eze 36:25 Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean; | will cleanse you from all
your filthiness and from all your idols.

Eze 36:26 | will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you ; | will take the heart of
stone out of your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.

Eze 36:27 | will put My Spirit  within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will keep My
judgments and do them.

The Jews who accepted Jesu£hrist as their Lord, received the Holy Spirit and had the Law of
God written in their hearts. Those who did
bet ween their ey e sfarsupposédiyegstropirig thenleaw thae God gave Moses,
when He did no such thing. They failed to understand the difference between the Law of
Commandments, which both Jesus and His Apostles fulfilled and preached, and the ritualistic law

not

t hat became redundant after Jesusd sacrifice.

Mat 5:17 "Do not think that | came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. | did not come to destroy but
to fulfill.

Mat 5:18 For assuredly, | say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no
means pass from the law till all is fulfilled.

Mat 5:19 Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of tkse commandments, and teaches men so,
shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does and teachethem, he shall be
called great in the kingdom of heaven.

Mat 5:20 For | say to you, that unless your righteousness exceedghe righteousness of the scribes and
Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.

Rom 13:7 Render therefore to all their due: taxes to whom taxesare due, customs to whom customs,
fear to whom fear, honor to whom honor.
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Rom 13:8 Owe no one anything exept to love one another, for he who loves another has fulfilled the
law.

Rom 13:9 For the commandments, "YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY," "YOU SHALL NOT
MURDER," "YOU SHALL NOT STEAL," "YOU SHALL NOT BEAR FALSE WITNESS," "YOU
SHALL NOT COVET," and if there is any other commandment, are all summed up in this saying,
namely, "YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF."

Rom 13:10 Love does no harm to a neighbor; therefore loveis the fulfillment of the law.

Heb 10:1 For the law, having a shadow of the god things to come, and not the very image of the
things, can never with these same sacrifices, which they offer continually year by year, make those
who approach perfect.

Heb 10:2 For then would they not have ceased to be offered? For the worshipers, one purified, would
have had no more consciousness of sins.

Heb 10:3 But in those sacrifices there is a reminder of sins every year.

Heb 10:4 Foritis not possible that the blood of bulls and goats could take away sins.

Heb 10:5 Therefore, when He cane into the world, He said: "SACRIFICE AND OFFERING YOU DID
NOT DESIRE, BUT A BODY YOU HAVE PREPARED FOR ME.

Heb 10:6 IN BURNT OFFERINGS AND SACRIFICES FOR SIN YOU HAD NO PLEASURE.

Heb 10:7 THEN | SAID, 'BEHOLD, | HAVE COME & IN THE VOLUME OF THE BOOK IT IS
WRITTEN OF ME& TO DO YOUR WILL, O GOD.""

Heb 10:10 By that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once
for all.

Heb 10:11 And every priest stands ministering daily and offering repeatedly the same sacrificeswhich
can never take away sins.

Heb 10:12 But this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right hand

Heb 10:13 of God, from that time waiting till His enemies are made His footstool.

Heb 10:14 For by one offeringHe has perfected forever those who are being sanctified.

Heb 10:15 But the Holy Spirit also witnesses to us; for after He had said before,

Heb 10:16 "THIS IS THE COVENANT THAT | WILL MAKE WITH THEM AFTER THOSE DAYS,
SAYS THE LORD: | WILL PUT MY LAWS INTO THEIR HEARTS, AND IN THEIR MINDS |
WILL WRITE THEM," then He adds,

Heb 10:17 "THEIR SINS AND THEIR LAWLESS DEEDS | WILL REMEMBER NO MORE."

Heb 10:18 Now where there is remission of thesethere is no longer an offering for sin.

Heb 10:26 For if we sin willfully after we have received the knowledge of the truth, there no longer
remains a sacrifice for sins,

Heb 10:27 but a certain fearful expectation of judgment, and fiery indignation which will devour the
adversaries.

Heb 10:28 Anyone who has ejected Moses' law dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three
witnesses.

This then is the right religion: love God and keep His Commandments, love your neighbor as yourself,
believe in Jesus Christ, and believe the Gospel of the Kingdom of God.These are the things by which the
witnesses of God are recognized. Anyone who preaches and practices otherwise could not be a witness of
God. In the last couple of years, after we published the No 3 edition ofThe Christian Herald in 1993, in
which we said that anyone could be a witness of God, a number of people immediately declared themselves
to be witnesses of God. That is wonderful news except that, for reasons of their own, some decided to keep
us in ignorance about the work they do. So we cannot tdl whether they preach the right Gospel or not. But
since Apostle Paul did not mind that his adversaries preached Christ, neither do we.

Php 1:15 Some indeed preach Christ even from envy and strife, and some also from goodwill:

Php 1:16 The former preach Christ from selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing to add affliction to
my chains;

Php 1:17 but the latter out of love, knowing that | am appointed for the defense of the gospel.

Php 1:18 What then? Onlythat in every way, whether in pretenseor in truth, Christ is preached; and
in this | rejoice, yes, and will rejoice.

Whether they preach Christ in pretence or in truth, we rejoice that He is being preached.
Whether they preach the right Gospel and the truth of Godis for God to judge.
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EYES ON JERUSALEM?

In the early 1970s, members of the Worldwide Church of God, of which | was also a member,
were quietly encouraged to believe that the two leaders of the Church,Herbert W Armstrong and
his son Garner Ted, were the two end time witnesses of God spoken of in the book of Revelation.
Everyonebds eyes were on Jerusalem in the belief
prophesying to the world from that city anytime.
Herbert W Armstrong even committed large sums of the Churchd sioney on archaeological
diggings at the site of the Great Temple in Jerusalem with the intent of rebuilding the temple as
soon as possible. There was a sense of urgency in the air and the belief that Jesus Christ could not
return before the temple was rebuilt and the holy place, which was supposed to be located inside
the temple, was defiled by the Aabomination of
Archaeological diggings were normally undertaken by Universities, but the Worldwide Church
of God was no ordinary church. This was the one and @nly true Church of God in the world § and,
as such, it had a role to play in paving the wayfor the return of Jesus Christ.
A minister once explained to the assembled church that after we gave our tithes and offerings
to the church, it was no longer up to us to determine how the money was spent. We did not
understand why that explanation was necessary.
would spend the money wisely, but apparently some people questioned the wisdom of spendirg
the money on projects that were better done by academic institutions. What these people did not
understand was that Herbert W Armstrong was getting on in age, and the Israeli Government was
dragging its feet about rebuilding the Great Temple. They neeced a little prodding, and he was
only to willi ng to help them by putting the Churchd msioney at their disposal. That greatly
endeared him to the Jewish leaders. When they realized that his religion was little more than
ancient Judaism in Christian guise, they received him as one of their own. That gave him virtual
monopoly over who would do the work of the two witnesses. It would have been impossible for
anyone else to receive permission to do that work from Jerusalem. That work was reserved for
him and for his son, Garner Ted, and for no one else. In effect, he gave God no choice but to
choose them for that job.
But God did not seem to appreciate his help and did the unthinkable. He delayed the return of
Jesus Christ, postponed the end of the world,looked for someone elseless presumptuous to do
Hi s work, and sent a Adistressing spirito on hi
he took upon himself prerogatives which did not belong to him.

1Sa 16:13 Then Samuel took the hornfooil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers;
and the Spirit of the LORD came upon David from that day forward. So Samuel arose and
went to Ramah.

1Sa 16:14 But the Spirit of the LORD departed from Saul, and a distressing spirit from the
LORD troubled him.

1Sa 19:9 Now the distressing spirit from the LORD came upon Saul as he sat in his house
with his spear in his hand. And David was playing music with his hand.

1Sa 19:10 Then Saul sought to pin David to the wall with the spear, but he slippec&way from
Saul's presence; and he drove the spear into the wall. So David fled and escaped that
night.

The result was disastrous for the house of the Armstrongs and for the Worldwide Church of
God. The two leaders fdél apart, Garner Ted was expelled from Church, and the Church began
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disintegrating. In a lasting gesture of spiteful defiance and complete disregard for those who
maintained his monarchical lifestyle for so long, he anointed as heir over his religious empire a

little known figure who proved to be woefully inadequate for the job. Itis as if Herbert W
Armstrong avenged himself for not being o®ehosen
Church which he had built. In a reversal that must have shaken heaven itself, never heard of in

the history of the world, the Church which once maintained a modicum of decency and pretence

of searching for the truth of God, was thenopenly given over to demonism and homosexuality.

The hatred which developed between the father and the son grew so stronghat Herbert
Armstrong died without reconciling himself with
The two great | eader s, Ami nisters of Il@themsevesdo an
the most basic tenet of Christianity, letalonet he r ol e of Godds witnesses

Mat 5:43 "You have heard that it was said, 'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR and hate
your enemy.'

Mat 5:44 But | say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those
who hate you, and pray for those whospitefully use you and persecute you,

Mat 5:45 that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the
evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.

Mat 5:46 For if you love those who love you, what reward have you? Do not even the tax
collectors do the same?

Mat 5:47 And if you greet your brethren only, what do you do more than others? Do not even
the tax collectors do so?

Mat 5:48 Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect

Mat 5:23 Therefore if you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that your brother
has something against you,

Mat 5:24 leave your gift there before the altar, and go your way. First be reconciled to your
brother, and then come and offer your gift.

During his heyday, H. W Armstrong used to preach that the Worldwide Church of God was
doing the work of Elijah - a prophecy that was to be fulfilled concomitant with the work of the two
witnesses. It was a convenient arrangement: he and his sa were to do the work of the two
witnesses and the church as a whole, the work of Elijah. Nothing was left to happenstance or for
other churches to do. It all belonged to the W. C. G. and to the Armstrong family. But, once
again, the two leaders could rot fulfi Il in themselves what Elijah is to fulfi Il in the world in the end
time.

Mal 4:5 Behold, | will send you Elijah the prophet Before the coming of the great and
dreadful day of the LORD.

Mal 4:6 And he will turn The hearts of the fathers to the children, And the hearts of the
children to their fathers, Lest | come and strike the earth with a curse.

Since they could not turn their own hearts to each other, it means that if they were the two
witnesses and the church was doing the work of Elijah, the eath will be struck with a curse;
unless, of course, they were impostors, and God prepared other people to do His work. Itis
i nteresting to note that al mo spfronetiieeNogdwideChuich c h o
of God, believes that itis doing the work of Elijah. Presumably, their leaders also believe that they
are, or would be, doing the work of the two witnesses. But they have not counted on the cunning
and wit of Garner Ted Armstrong. He may have been castigated by his father andexpelled from
the church, but that was not going to prevent him from fulfilling his destiny. He established his
own AChurch of Godo and selected someone more W
better could fulfill that role than the man who keeps his church coffers full with his tithing
doctrines? For years, he and Ronald Dart havebeen touring the feast sites like monarchs, in the
manner of the good old days when he and his father used to do it.
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But something rather distressing has happened laely: since we pointed out that the Scriptures
require that the two withessesb e a husband an dfortunehose-divedaHgno Dar t 6
|l onger features as prominently and as often in
up with him and even surpassed him- Vance Stinson is only one of a number of rising stars- all
thoroughly versed in the Scriptures.

But, as a man of destiny, Garner Ted Armstrong cannot be faulted in hisjudgment. Clearly, he
knows what he 1 s doi ngwhanninl938hwe crigcizéddidmandhie adi ng
evangelists for going to Jerusalem to ask the Jewish leaders when they are going to rebuild the
templ e, he wrote in his churchés tabl oi dTheé hat ,
International News, Vol. XV, No.2, 1994).

Being the son of Herbert W. Armstrong, he learned a thing or two about the importance being
a friend of those who count. Like his father, he too gives God no choice but to choose him and his
companion for the work of the two witnes ses. His followers must have been thrilled to hear that
their leader is a personal friend of the Jewish Prime Minister, thus being well positioned to
prevent anyone else from doing the job of the two witnesses from Jerusaem. Now, some people
may well ask, what is wrong with being a friend of the Jewish leaders? Nothing wrong, unless, of
course, you are a Christian, in which case everything is wrong.

Jas 4:4 Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with
God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.

Now no one is accusing Garner Ted Armstrong of being an adulterer, everyone knows that he
not an fAadulterer, 0 but being a f rtakesithd notohoft ho s e
Afenemy of Godo to new heights. Take a |l ook at t

"An 81-year-old man, sent to jail 31 years ago for refusing to grant his wife a divorce, could
go free soon because he is no longer capable of saying yes, an Israeli newspaper sai@ihe
stubborn husband, Mr. Yehi Eliahu, has become senile and a rabbinical judge has
recommended his release, the daily Yedioth Ahronoth reported yesterday. He was jailed by a
rabbinical court, which handles divorce in Israel, nine years after he spurned his wife's
request. Under ritual Jewish law a marriage can be ended only with the husband's consent.
Rabbinical judges sometimes jail husbands for unlimited terms in an attempt to force them
into agreeing to a divorce." (SMH, Jan. 8, 1994).

We do not know whether this man was a Christian or not, but we do know that Christians are
the only people in the world who do not divorce their wives because their Lord commanded them
not to do so, except in cases of sexual immorality:

Mat 5:31 "Furthermore it ha s been said, 'Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of
divorce.'

Mat 5:32 But | say to you that whoever divorces his wife for any reason except sexual immorality
causes her to commit adultery; and whoever marries a woman who is divoreed commits adultery.

A Christian in |1srael could spend his [|ife i1n
divorcing his wife. Jewish Christians are also being denied Israeli citizenship by the same
diabolical rabbinical courts. One would have thought that 1900 years of trials and sufferings in
the Diaspora taught them the value of tolerance, love and charity, but nothing seems to have
changed with these people all this time. Imran Khan, the famous Pakistani cricket player, said
this about Islam when controversy arose about his marriage to a girl whose father is a Jew:

ASince | sl am i s nor maclilizgd apddbackward mligians mostu c h  an
journalists cannot understand how an eligible, intelligent and educated young lady could
convertt o I sl am and actually consiSiMe,rMay R 1996y i n a
Who can say which religion is more Aunciviliz

His chances are equally dismal under both.
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WOULD THE REAL WITNESSES
PLEASE STAND UP?

This brings us to the question of who are the real two witnesses and what is their message?
No one wants to deny Garner Ted his ambition, b
have a thorough revision of the gospel he is peaching. First, he would follow Zacchaeus example
of restoring to the people what he obtained with those phony tithing doctrines:

Luk 19:8 Then Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, "Look, Lord, I give half of my goods to the poor;
and if I have taken anything from anyone by false accusation, | restore fourfold."

Luk 19:9 And Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house, because he also is a son of
Abraham;

Luk 19:10 for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost."

Then he would get himself a decent job and f o

Act 20:33 | have coveted no one's silver or gold or apparel.

Act 20:34 Yes, you yourselves know that these hands have provided for my necessities, and for those
who were with me.

Act 20:35 | have shown you in every way, by laboring like this, that you must support the weak. And
remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He said, 'lt is more blessed to give than to receive.'"

He would stop playing the role of God to his followers by telling them that they are already
ficaledandc hoseno for the Kingdom of God. He woul d
shells, having no soul apart from their bodies. He would also stop preaching doctrines of demons
(abstaining fro m meats, forbidding to marry interracially, etc.). And, of course, he would stop
blaspheming against the Holy Spirit and denying the Trinity. Then, as a perfect witness, he would
move to Jerusalem and start preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom of God fromthere to all
nations for three and a half years. Everyone would then know that the end of this age is near and
the return of Jesus Christ imminent. Those who would not listen would be struck with all sorts of
plagues, droughts, earthquakes, tornadoes, foods, fires, epidemics, and scorching heat - very
much | i ke what willinhthelashfemwdyearsnonlyt nfoee sow o

As people realize that the end is near, they begin to panic, cash in their assets, quit their jobs,
and live their life to the full, in abandon. As the panic spreads, more people do the same, the
financial institutions collapse, industry and communications come to a standstill, governments
loose authority, and chaos and lawlessness become the norm. In a final act of madness, Russian
leader, seeking vengeance on the West for not rescuing higountry 6 s economy from c
rendering its nuclear arsenal obsol et e, unl eash
The world is plunged in a nuclear nightmare which t hreatens the very survival of life on earth.

Human beings would have learned the final lesson that without God they can neither survive nor

gover n t hemsel ves .t halte sfulsml e pthlreacsye days wer e st
s a v pndudd have been fulfilled. All these things may well be true, except for one thing. With

all the disasters, the suffering, and the warnings and preaching of the two witnesses, the Bible

says that no one will know when the end comes.

Mat 24:3 Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, "Tell us,
when will these things be? And whatwill be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?"

Mat 24:4 And Jesus answered and said to them: "Take heed that no one deceives you.

Mat 24:5 For many will come in My name, saying, 'l am the Christ," and will deceive many.

Mat 24:6 And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not troubled,; for all these
things must come to pass, but the end is not yet.

Mat 24:7 For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. And there will be
famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in various places.
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Mat 24:8 All these are the beginning of sorrows.

Mat 24:9 "Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you, and you will be hated by all
nations for My name's sake.

Mat 24:10 And then many will be offended, will betray one another, and will hate one another.

Mat 24:11 Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many.

Mat 24:12 And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold.

Mat 24:13 But he who endures to the end shall be saved.

Mat 24:14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the
nations, and then the end will come.

Mat 24:32 "Now learn this parable from the fig tree: When its branch has already become tender and
puts forth leaves, you know that summer is near.

Mat 24:33 So you also, when you see all these things, know that it is nead at the doors!

Mat 24:34 Assuredly, | say to you, this generation will by no means pass away till all these things take
place.

Mat 24:35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away.

Mat 24:36 "But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of haven, but My Father
only.

Mat 24:37 But as the days of Noahwere, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be.

Now, how could the world be taken by surprise by these events, as it was taken by the flood of
Noah, if everyone is aware of the work of thet wo wi t nesses? Something is
that we have been sold another fib by those who tell us to keep our eyes on Jerusalem? There is
only one way to find that out, and that is by going to the Bible. Here is the entire story of the two
witn esses from the book of Revelation:

Rev 11:1 Then | was given a reed like a measuring rod. And the angel stood, saying, "Rise and measure
the temple of God, the altar, and those who worship there.

Rev 11:2 But leave out the court which is outside the tenple, and do not measure it, for it has been
given to the Gentiles. And they will tread the holy city underfoot for forty -two months.

Rev 11:3 And | will givepower to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy one thousand two
hundred and sixty days, clothed in sackcloth."

Rev 11:4 These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands standing before the God of the earth.

Rev 11:5 And if anyone wants to harm them, fire proceeds from their mouth and devours their
enemies. And if anyone wants to harm them, he must be killed in this manner.

Rev 11:6 These have power to shut heaven, so that no rain falls in the days of their prophecy; and they
have power over waters to turn them to blood, and to strike the earth with all plagues, as often as
they desire.

Rev 11:7 When they finish their testimony, the beast that ascends out of the bottomless pit will make
war against them, overcome them, and kill them.

Rev 11:8 And their dead bodieawill lie in the street of the great city which spiritually is called Sodom
and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified.

Rev 11:9 Therthosefrom the peoples, tribes, tongues, and nations will see their dead bodies three
and-a-half days, and not allow their dead bodies to be put into graves.

Rev 11:10 And those who dwell a the earth will rejoice over them, make merry, and send gifts to one
another, because these two prophets tormented those who dwell on the earth.

Rev 11:11 Now after the threeand-a-half days the breath of life from God entered them, and they
stood on their feet, and great fear fell on those who saw them.

Rev 11:12 And they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to them, "Come up here." And they
ascended to heaven in a cloud, and their enemies saw them.

Rev 11:13 In the same hour there was a great edrjuake, and a tenth of the city fell. In the
earthquake seven thousand people were killed, and the rest were afraid and gave glory to the God
of heaven.

Rev 11:14 The second woe is past. Behold, the third woe is coming quickly.

Did you notice thatthewor d fAJerusal emod is not found anywh
about ASodom and Egypt, where our Lord was <cruc
lays another of the great biblical mysteries: this sentence does not refer to Jerusalem. Wecannot

The Christian Herald No 5 Page 51



have Jerusalem referred to as Aholy cityo in on
word ASodomo refersotguésmosexahbodbut yt hat . The
idolatry - no question about that either. This means that the city in which the bodies of the two

witnesses will lie for three and a half days is a city given to homosexuality and idolatry.

Jerusalem, in its present condition, may not be exactly a holy city, but it is by no means one given

to homosexuality and idolatry as are New York, San Francisco, Sydney, and a dozen other major
cities around the worl d. But what about the se
refer to any other city than Jerusalem? This astonishing mystery had thrown everyone off the

right track for nearly two thousand years. Take a look at this:

Heb 6:4 For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted the heavenly gift,
and have become partakers of the Holy Spirit,

Heb 6:5 and have tasted the goodword of God and the powers of the age to come,

Heb 6:6 if they fall away, to renew them again to repentance, sincethey crucify again  for
themselves the Son of God, and putHim to an open shame.

Those who have fall en awaoodwofdofé&od..cricdyy aghimfore At est e
themselves the Son of Godo. They could be anywhere
that if we want to find the city from where the two witnesses will take the Gospel of the Kingdom to all
nations, we must look for a city in which homosexuality is rampant, idolatry widespread, and Jesus Christ
is being ficrucified againd by those who ought to kn
t he worl d, but we canot sepeg spkak abbubthietcity bf vieialm we hawd/first ¢ a n
hand experience, from where we have been sending these magazines to all nations, and that is Sydney.

Our readers would know about the homosexwual festi:
takes place in this city annually, and of which we have written in the past. Itis an open display of vulgarity
and obscenity that would make any decent person sick just by watching it. This is only one aspect of a wide
range of homosexual activities that take place in this city all year round. Regarding idolatry, Sydney
resembles Egypt more than any other major city in the world. Those who have visited Sydney may have
noticed a figure, like the Sphinx of Egypt, in the very heart of the city. Flanking one side of the famous
Sydney Harbour Bridge, the ugly face of a woman more then four stories high- the Luna Park mascot -
stares wanly towards the city center. In other parts of Sydney, and around Australia, there are similar
monstrosities in the shapes of humans, animals, fruits, and other things, advertising produce or identifying
local communities. As for those who crucify Christ, all our leaders - political, religious and academic - have
done it. The political leaders have done it by turning this State from Christianity to paganism. The official
religion of New South Wales now is homosexuality. One can say anything he wants about Christianity, or
blaspheme against God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit, and nothing will happen to him. But if he speaks
inpubl i c against homosexwuality, if he Avilifieso hon
years in jail. Earlier this year, we had an election in this State. The Coalition government, formed by the
Liberal and National Parties, lost the election. That is the good news. This was the government that gave
New South Walegilthei édgayomanktawd which in effect tur
news is that Labour Party won the election. This party has been described by a Merber of Parliament as
the homosexual party. One of the first acts of Parliament, signed by the new Premier, enshrined into
|l egi sl ation the fArighto of gay couples t ®&ydbeg regard

Morning Herald carriedthefollo wi ng headl i ne: AfHayden backs eut hana
to say that, fl-mangag speechthe &SoverrorGknemalj MF.éHayden, last night declared

his strong support for active euthanasia and the right of homosexualstomarry and adopt chil d
Hayden, our current Governor-Gener al , i s Her Majestyods representat

Foreign Minister in a Federal Labour Government. He wants to extend this law to all of Australia, not just
in NSW. Any wonder that the monarchy is in such deep trouble.

The Arighto of homosexuals to marry and adopt chi
Nations? The Creator says that this is not Arighto
it. Unfortu nately, other people suffer as a result of their abominations too. Our leaders would never
accept that the current disastrous draught, the astronomical national debt, the unemployment, the
epidemic of youth suicides, the decay of cities and many other so@l evils, have anything to do with their
policies, their attitude to, and especially their legislation on homosexuality. First, it was the law against

homosexual Avilificationo. Then gay couples rnreceiv
our highest office demands that homosexuals have th
Are they going to pass a law that everyone becomga homosexual ? Thank God the
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that. Those who want children should exerciseth ei r fAri ght 6 to conceive and r
after other people have labored with them, andtheni ncul cate them with their vi
are being granted to homosexuals while Christians are being denied the right to speak gainst such

abominations and against the offensive vulgarities that pass as cultural events in this city. This is how our

pol i ti c admucify eaagdael fostherfselves the Son of God.

Our religious leaders have also crucified Christ again by supporting t he Gover nment 6s |
homosexuality. We have not heard anyone speak against it publically.

As for our academic leaders, you may have heard of a book by Dr Barbara Thiering about Jesus Christ.

It is the most foul, blasphemous and offensive book ever written about our Lord. The book became a best
seller in its category as soon as it was published. Dr Barbara Thiering was a lecturer in Religious Studies at
Sydney University - the oldest and, once, the most prestigious in the country (which is embarrassing for |
am an alumnus of that University too). If such a book was written about Mohammed, a lot of people would
have lost their heads, orbe running for cover, but the book is about Jesus Christ, and He isa fair game.
Well, not for much longer. For the time to reward people according to their deeds is at hand.

This is the kind of world from which the two witnesses will conduct their mission: a world of
homosexuality, idolatry, blasphemy, lawlessness, unbelief, violence, hopelessnes$ a world that pays little
attention to their work and message. Which means that of all the Christians in the world and of all the
preachers, priests, ministers, evangelists and church leaders, not one will know who the two witnesses are
or when they are fulfillin g their mission. The world has been so saturated with false gospels that when
they hear the true Gospel they will neither recognizeit, nor believe, it. Not only that, but because the two
witnesses will preach a different Gospel, they will be hatedbyal t hose who Adwel | on e
they will be killed and their enemies will exchange gifts and pleasantries, thinking perhaps that they have
killed the Antichrists. Their joy will be short lived, for after three -and-a-half days they will see them revive
and rise up to heaven.

What greater witness can there be against a sinfu
sackclothd (meaning poor people), who are taking th
world (God only knows how, seeing that they are so poor), are hated by the very people whom they try to
save from annihilation. For if the two withesses, one of whom also doing the work of Elijah (the other
being a female- his wife - could not preach), are not successful n their mission, the world will be
destroyed.

Jesus Christsaidthat,iunl ess those days were shortened, no f|
sake those days will be shortenedo. What single ev
nuclear war? But since 1990, after the collapse of the Soviet Union, our leaders and the media have been
reassuring us that the threat of nuclear war is over. Then, suddenly, this year the nuclear powers started
testing their weapons again. Have the world leaders finally realized that far from heading towards an era
of Apeace, progress and prosperityodo the world is in
that they enhance their chances of survival with nuclear weapons?

They foolishly seek means of survival when they should seek means of salvation. It will be a long time
before this planet will offer conditions for an enjoyable and meaningful life after the Great Tribulation.

Therefore seek to be among the elect who will be saved, ratar than among those who will merely survive
for a little while longer. Here is a good description of what follows after the great tribulation:

Rev 19:1 After these things | heard a loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, saying, "Alleluia!
Salvation and glory and honor and power belong to the Lord our God!

Rev 19:2 For true and righteousare His judgments, because He has judged the great harlot who
corrupted the earth with her fornication; and He has avenged on her the blood of His servants
shed by her."

Rev 19:3 Again they said, "Alleluia! Her smoke rises up forever and ever!"

Rev 19:4 And the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God who
sat on the throne, saying, "Amen! Alleluia!"

Rev 19:5 Then a vate came from the throne, saying, "Praise our God, all you His servants and those
who fear Him, both small and great!"

Rev 19:6 And | heard, as it were, the voice of a great multitude, as the sound of many waters and as
the sound of mighty thunderings, saying, "Alleluia! For the Lord God Omnipotent reigns!

Rev 19:7 Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and
His wife has made herself ready."

Rev 19:8 And to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, ckan and bright, for the fine linen is
the righteous acts of the saints.
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Rev 19:9 Then he said to me, "Write: '‘Blessedare those who are called to the marriage supper of the
Lamb!" " And he said to me, "These are the true sayings of God."

Rev 19:10 Andl fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, "Seethat you do not do that! | am
your fellow servant, and of your brethren who have the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the
testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy."

Rev 19:11 Now | saw haven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on himwas called
Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war.

Rev 19:12 His eyesvere like a flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns. He had a name
written that no one kn ew except Himself.

Rev 19:13 Hewas clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His hame is called The Word of God.

Rev 19:14 And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on white
horses.

Rev 19:15 Now out of His mouthgoes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations. And He
Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and
wrath of Almighty God.

Rev 19:16 And He has orHis robe and on His thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF
LORDS.

Rev 19:17 Then | saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the
birds that fly in the midst of heaven, "Come and gather together for the supper of the great God,

Rev 19:18 that youmay eat the flesh of kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh
of horses and of those who sit on them, and the flesh of allpeople, free and slave, both small and
great."

Rev 19:19 And | saw the beast, the kings of the earth, andheir armies, gathered together to make war
against Him who sat on the horse and against His army.

Rev 19:20 Then the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who worked signs in his
presence, by which he deceived those who received the mark ahe beast and those who
worshiped his image. These two were cast alive into the lake of fire burning with brimstone.

Rev 19:21 And the rest were killed with the sword which proceeded from the mouth of Him who sat
on the horse. And all the birds were filled with their flesh.

Rev 20:1 Then | saw an angel coming down from heaven, having the key to the bottomless pit and a
great chain in his hand.

Rev 20:2 He laid hold of the dragon, that serpent of old, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him
for a thousand years;

Rev 20:3 and he cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal on him, so that he
should deceive the nations no more till the thousand years were finished. But after these things he
must be released for a little while.

Rev 20:4 And | saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was committed to them. Thenl saw
the souls of those who had been beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the word of God, who
had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not receivel his mark on their foreheads or on
their hands. And they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.

Rev 20:5 But the rest of the dead did not live again until the thousand years were finished. Thisis the
first resurrection.

Rev 20:6 Blessedand holy is he who has part in the first resurrection. Over such the second death has
no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand
years.

Rev 20:7 Now when the thousand years have expired, Satan will be rieased from his prison

Rev 20:8 and will go out to deceive the nations which are in the four corners of the earth, Gog and
Magog, to gather them together to battle, whose numberis as the sand of the sea.

Rev 20:9 They went up on the breadth of the eath and surrounded the camp of the saints and the
beloved city. And fire came down from God out of heaven and devoured them.

Rev 20:10 The devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone where the beast
and the false prophetare. And they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.

Rev 20:11 Then | saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth and the
heaven fled away. And there was found no place for them.

Rev 20:12 And | saw the dead, small andyreat, standing before God, and books were opened. And
another book was opened, which isthe Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their
works, by the things which were written in the books.
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Rev 20:13 The sea gave up the dead who were in,iand Death and Hades delivered up the dead who
were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his works.

Rev 20:14 Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.

Rev 20:15 And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.

l sné6t this a wonderful ©passage? rustWiGadfortheirsavationh ope
Great news to know that he who deceived the world with so many false gospels, and his servants, wilcome
to their appropriate end. Talkingabout t he @A mar r i ag eandscanpgeteg thaowiththeh e L a
following parable , and weget an idea of what is happening in the world right now:

Mat 22:1 And Jesus answered and spoke to them again by pables and said:

Mat 22:2 "The kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who arranged a marriage for his son,

Mat 22:3 and sent out his servants to call those who were invited to the wedding; and they were not
willing to come.

Mat 22:4 Again, he sent out other servants, saying, 'Tell those who are invited, "See, | have prepared
my dinner; my oxen and fatted cattle are killed, and all things are ready. Come to the wedding." '

Mat 22:5 But they made light of it and went their ways, one to his own farm, another to his business.

Mat 22:6 And the rest seized his servants, treatedthem spitefully, and killed them.

Mat 22:7 But when the king heard about it, he was furious. And he sent out his armies, destroyed
those murderers, and burned up their city.

Mat 22:8 Then he said to his servants, 'The wedding is ready, but those who were invited were not
worthy.

Mat 22:9 Therefore go into the highways, and as many as you find, invite to the wedding.'

Mat 22:10 So those servants went out into the highways a&ad gathered together all whom they found,
both bad and good. And the weddinghall was filled with guests.

Regarding the 1260 days- the length of time for the work of the two witnesses - no one will know when
that time begins and ends, except they themsdves. If the people knew, they would not be taken by surprise
by the events of the end, ashose who lived at the time of Noah were taken by the flood. Noah gave his
contemporaries a witness during the many years he and his family built the Ark. Buildin g the Ark in the
middle of the desert must have made them the laughing stock to their neighbors. But when they entered
the Ark and sealed it, and the flood came, it was no longer a joke. Those who mocked, laughed and
ridiculed them could not even say sorry for their effrontery.

It is no different with the work of the two witnesses. They are laughed at and ridiculed for talking
abouti mpending catastrophe when everybody el se is hav
hear about bad news if this calls for a change to their lifestyle. Now, in the face of such hostility, what
chance could two seeningly insignificant people have of convincing the world that they are right and all
other religions and their prophets are wrong? Remember, in the time of Jesus Christ, He alone was right
and everybody else wrong, but no one believed Him. He came to tell people that He was the Son of God
and that they too could becomes ons of God i f ommaremyents &g lelievgd id idira. B\@
the religious leaders were at the forefront of revolt against His message. They accused Him of blasphemy
and condemned Him to death.

It will be no different with the two witnesses. They too will tell people that they are sons of God, and
that all human beings could become spiritual sons of God if they believedinJ esus Chri st and |
Commandments. But the religious leaders will, once again, be at the forefront of revolt against this
message. They will accuse the two witnesses of blasplmy and condemn them to death in the end.

Perhaps it is already happening. When this happens, would you know which side to take? Remember,
when Jesus Christ was crucified, none of His disciples understood what was going on. When you see two
people being killed for preaching the tru e Gospel- a different Gospel from the one heard in the churches
these days- would you know it and understand what is happening? You may be called to take a stand. It
could be a costly decision, but remember the words of Jesus Christ:

Mar 8:34 When He had called the people toHimself, with His disciples also, He said to them,
"Whoever desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.

Mar 8:35 For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses hidife for My sake and
the gospel's will save it.
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THE TIME OF THE GENTILES

Chapter eleven of Revelation begins with the following statement:

Rev 11:1 Then | was given a reed like a measuring rod. And the angel stood, saying, "Rise and measure
the temple of God, the altar, and those who worship there.

Rev 11:2 But leave out the court which is outside the temple, and do not measure it, for it has been
given to the Gentiles. And they will tread the holy city underfoot for forty -two months.

It is generally assumed that the treading under foot of the court of the temple and of the holy
city will be done by the Gentiles after the temple is rebuilt. Not true. Forty -two months represent
not 1260 days, but 1260 years.

In our No 4 edition, when we revealed the identity of the beast of Revelation 13, of which the
Bi ble says that dAit was gi-ven amobhhbsdt {Rew &8n6
demonstrated that, according to the biblical principle of a day for a year (Nu. 14:34; Ezek. 4:4-6),
this represents approximately 1260 years. When prophetic lengths are given in months, as
opposed to days or hours, they require a certain degree of approximation. That is because a
month is less precise than a day, and a day less precise than an hour. The hgths of time
represented by each of these terms must be treated accordingly. Fortytwo months represent
approximately 1260 years, give or take a few yess. This is how long the Roman Empire lasted
(counting from the foundation of Rome in 750 BC until the collapse of the empires in the sixth
century AD). Since the Gentile nations are said to trample under foot the court of the temple and
the holy city for the same length of time, we must look for the people who had been in control of
Jerusalem for about 1260 years. When Jesus Christ was on earth, the Romans had dominion over
Jerusalem. But the Bible does not refer to theRomans as Gentiles. The Roman Enpire,
alongside the Greek, Persian and BabylonianEnpi r es, are referred to as
Romans did not have control over Jerusalem for that length of time. But what happened after the
Roman Empire collapsed? In the West, the Popes created the Holy Roman Empire, and in the
East, the Muslims took control of Jerusalem.

If we calculate 1260years from the conquest of Jerusalem by the Muslim forces (history books
put th at date at 655 AD), we come to the year 1915right in the middle of the First World War.

What happened with Jerusalem during the First World War? The city was liberated from the
Ottoman Empire by the British forces. The Muslims were the Gentiles who trampled Jerusalem
underfoot for the forty -two prophetic months.

What about the sentence: fRi se anahdthoseavbour e t h
worship there, butleaveout t he court which is outside the t
to the Gentiles and not the temple, the altar and those who worship there? Is it because the
Muslims were so pious they decided to spare the temple, the altar and those who worshipthere?
Certainly not! Mind you, the Christians seem to have had an easier time under the Muslims than
under the Romans, but that is not why the temple was not given over to the Muslims to tread
under foot. The reason is simply that there was no longer atemple and an altar in it when
Jerusalem was underthe Muslims. The Romans had razed that temple to the ground, just as
Jesus Christ had prophesied.

Mat 24:1 Then Jesus went out and departed from the temple, and His disciples came up to show Him
the buildings of the temple.

Mat 24:2 And Jesus said to them, "Do you not see all these things? Assuredly, | say to you, hobne
stone shall be left here upon another, that shall not be thrown down."

The question is why did the temple have to be destroyed? Some people would say that it
happened because the Jews condemned Jesus to death, but that does not explain the connection
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with the temple. Why destroy a building because of that? The Jews could have been punished in a
thousand different ways. There wasanother important reason why that temple had to go. If you
remember Jesus6 discussion with the Samaritan w
when you will neither on this mountain, nor in Jerusalem, [will] worship the Father... But the

hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth;

for the Father is seeking such to worship Hi m.o
True Christians do not worship God in temples or altars made by human hands. They must
worshipGodfii n truth and in spirito, wherever they a

the early Christians, Jerusalem and its temple were still very much central to their faith. Apostle
Peter even set up the first communist state in the heart of Jerusalem. They were making
themselves ready for a long and comfortable life in Jerusalem, forgetting that their Lord had told
them to go out and make disciples of all nations. So God taught them a lesson by destroying the
temple and scattering them among all nations. After this, whenever the temple and the altar are
mentioned in the book of Revelation, they are always located in heaven. A case can be made that
those who follow Jesus Christ and worship God in truth and in spirit are, symbolically speaking,

in heaven too.

Php 3:20 For our citizenship is in heaven , from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the
Lord Jesus Christ,

Rev 8:1 When He opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour.

Rev 8:2 And | saw the sevenangels who stand before God, and to them were given seven trumpets.
Rev 8:3 Then another angel, having a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. He was given much
incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all the saints upon the golden alt ar

which was before the throne

The Muslims could trample under foot the court of the temple and the holy city, but not the
temple, the altar and those who once worshiped there because they were no longer there. The
Christian templ e and altar are in heaven. Christian prayers are offered on the golden altar before
the throne of God Almighty. Yet, there is another important dimension to the temple of God. The
Bi ble says that Christians themselves are:the t

1Co 3:16 Do you not know that you are the temple of God andhat the Spirit of God dwells in you?
1Co 3:17 If anyone defiles the temple of God, God will destroy him. For the temple of God is holy,
which temple you are.

1Co 6:17 But he who is joind to the Lord is one spirit with Him.
1Co 6:18 Flee sexual immorality. Every sin that a man does is outside the body, but he who commits
sexual immorality sins against his own body.

2Co 6:14 Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For whd fellowship has righteousness
with lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness?

2Co 6:15 And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever?

2Co0 6:16 And what agreement has the temple of God with idols#or you are the temple of the living
God. As God has said: "l WILL DWELL IN THEM AND WALK AMONG THEM. | WILL BE
THEIR GOD, AND THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE."

2Co0 6:17 Therefore "COME OUT FROM AMONG THEM AND BE SEPARATE, SAYS THE LORD. DO
NOT TOUCH WHAT IS UNCLEAN, AND | WILL RECEIVE YOU."

2Co0 6:18 "I WILL BE A FATHER TO YOU, AND YOU SHALL BE MY SONS AND DAUGHTERS,
SAYS THE LORD ALMIGHTY."

Notice how Christians, by virtue of being temples of God, must abstain from sexual immorality
and idolatry. Yet our leaders are telling us to get used to the idea of a world characterized by
homosexual Afamilieso and fAmarriageso. Any wond
catastrophe. God has not left the world without a witness about the right way of life. Throughout
history there have been people who maintained that witness, some to their own peril. We have
done our best to proclaim that witness for our time.
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STATE OF THE WORLD

A round-up of news and commentaries from around the world
highlighting the state of the world as this age nears its conclusion.

POLITICS AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

fiBernie recalls ifda&l odf tdel infaeti ioméds most famous communists, Berni e
member of the Communist Part of Australia for 52 years, he was devoted to the utopian ideal of creating a better, more socially just world where
6every cook would be able to run the Statebd. But t heurnedvintoratisastentaat sy mb o

poisoned the original concept, Taft said yesterday on the eve of the launch of his autobiography, Crossing the Party Line. A German born Jew,
Taft, 76, said yesterday one of the biggest motivations for penning his memoirs was to explain, especially to young people, that the Communist

Party he was so engrossed in did not represent the corr upthinkisdeaand oppr
because itos identified imodéele, ptutbd idi snda sitdr ovi & hmd dheel ftl mavte dwas est abl i s
idealism that inspired the people who led the first Russian revolution was that they thought it would lead to a better world, free of oppression, free

of misery, freeofi nequal i tyo, he said. AThat turned into something qraiyaurg di ffer
person to understand why one hung on to thato. He i s wnaost nooptt ilnoisstt.i cfila
optimistic but neither do | r egar dfheAustraian, Qutobpred?, 8994.. |t 6s i n our handsé,

AUN | S BROKE:-GHAUTITOSRdretary of the United nations, Dr Boutros Boutros-Ghali, warned yesterday the United Nations
was almost bankrupt and would find it hard to achieve its goals without financial support. But Dr Boutros-Ghali, in San Francisco to head
celebrations of the 50th anniversary of the signing of the UN Charter, said he was optimistic aboutt he f ut ur e. AUnl ess we ol
support from the member States, it wildl be very diffi ememberStatesowethee UN t
UN more then $US2 billion, and practically the UN is bankrupt... The biggest debtors are the United States and Russia. The Secretary-General
said the UN was now in such deep financial difficulties it would have to stop paying member States for peacekeeping troopsand e qui pment . 0

(SMH, June 26, 1995).

il rvaqqws t o wi pe Boaugth dlasdr:aellrbaq ivowed yesterday to wipe out | srael, kil
most bitter verbal attacks on the Jewish state, a newsptelagleggerwasi s hed
preparing generation after generation of men who woul d hatanendtmustbepd wi s h
to Israel and its men one by oneod, t hiegthe Brpedisrintosha sed, as demandsd by thedatetEgyptiang e e d i
leader Gamal Abdul Nasser, was not good enough as the Jews who could swim might survive. The newspaper flatly denied reports of covert
contacts between Baghdad and Tel Aviv. Israel said last month it had rejected an offer of trade talks from Baghdad. The paper said there was no
way for Irag, which fired 39 Scud missiles on Israel during the 1991 Gulf War to come to terms with the Jewish state. The commentary was
signed by Abu Sarhan, widely assumed to be Uday. The attack was made as 300 Arab representatives of 50 political parties and unions gathered
in Baghdad, attacking any peace pacts between the PLO and other Arab states with Israel. In a separate article, the paper said the Gulf War and
continuing UN trade sanctions had not dissuaded Saddam f dlerswhdserl ai m of
del egations to Israelo. Il raqg and | sr aheDailaTelegraghtMirrbr) June b, 8985).et i cal | 'y at wa

fiSaddam Hus s e i Hundedsfof Irmaqgistparadéd today to mark the fourth anniversary of the Gulf War, with President Saddam
Hussein vowing never to bow to the US-led coalition which defeated Baghdad in 1991. Young Iraqgis burnt US and British flags as they marched
through the city's main streets bearing aloft portraits of Saddam and chanting anti-US slogans. The parades, which began late yesterday, marked
the start of the Mother of all Battles (Um al-Maarik on January 17, 1991, when the US-led coalition launched an offensive to drive Iraqi occupying
forces out of Kuwait. Saddam said in a nationwide address: "Irag's enemies have failed in their bid to prevent the people of Irag from keeping on,
or to weaken theirresolve. "lragand its army have emerged strong despite all the wounds
(The Telegraph Mirror, Jan. 18, 1995).

Al ragqi l'ives ruinedfiBaghd8add&miil sdreaf ¢ d ermuaring infpain as they didnad diaphotaaand beds , r
pneumoni a. Some of the Arab worlddés finest artists pe cditemantvictimiofra wor k f
stroke a year ago, limps from merchant to merchant in a food market looking for what he can afford on a pension driven down by inflation to the
equivalent of $3.60 a mont h, barely enSMiH@tt29t18949buy one chicken or a han

ASyria warns of regionaliSryudlae gre sdadofapwmlyes ansaaceirothe Middle East unless Israel signs
the NuclearNon-Pr ol i f er at i o nThelAugraliany FebrdaB 7,1995). (

AAmnesty condemns |l ranéfés oApeasl ohgdbhouganhdsret os ds haveleendxeqtedire r n me n t
Ilran in the past 16 years, Amnesty International r evealludhanyightsteeordday i n
A(There is) a persistent pattern of i exgajiudoincrieanlt ,k iplolliin gosséd humnmandghtsurt ,i otnhs
watchdog saidinal7-page report. Aln addition, a number of pgoheattergroadyunfari soner s
trials by the Islamic Revolutionary Courts in previousyears-ar e st i | | on deat HherAostwatign, JAme fh, 499%).y s ai d. 0 (

AA UN withdrawal is nioThe | Wriitoend t Ma tBioems aand European powers are fac

years during the post-Cold War crisis, the UN has not distinguished itself. The Somalian operation was a humanitarian success but a political
disaster. In Rwanda, no attempt has been made to establish a government that might represent all Rwandans. There, the next civil war has
begun, with the main antagonists merely having changed sides. The Tutsi Government is being attacked by Hutu insurgents from Zaire. The
tragedy of what was once Yugoslavia continues and escalates. Here, the UN has made a real effort to broker a peace. Despite this, the UN has
suffered gr eaTheAustralian, Juaet7j189%). o (

iNew Wor | d dBlosdanddire in the hedit of Europe - that is just one warning of what will come if modern societies do not rise to
the challenges of the new century. National identities have long been defined by lines drawn in the sand, or on maps. But in the post-Cold War
era, deadly conflicts within and across territorial boundaries are challenging 20th century concepts on nationhood. International forums such as
the just-concluded Global Cultural Diversity Conference in Sydney are increasingly asking the question: Will the end of the millennium see the
death of the nation-State as we know it? At the cultural diversity conference, Boutros-Gh a | i |l ament edr okl BUngegwphedomeno
micro-nationalism, which is characterised by ethnic, religious and cultural separatism. This phenomenon is reflected in Swedish statistics which
show that of the 90 armed conflicts in the world between 1989 and 1994, 86 occurred within State boundaries. Other figures show that the 34
armed conflicts recorded i n 19The8AustralianeMapl,1995).nt rast ate i n character. o (
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AUN accuses Serbia owWw&niclkedppNart i ohisghtreodps wi t nrdagasthemostllagrant violatmry de s c
yet of Serbiads pledge to stay out of the war in Bosni a.tolRselatbhee k eeper s
eastern Muslim enclave of Srebrenica on Saturday evening, apparently to resupplyt he Bosni an Serb forces there.o

(The Australian, February 6, 1995).

ANAFTA handed bl ame f offTHhMe xNacrotéls Arad raiicsaem Free Trade Agreement (NAFT
president, Mr Car |l os Sal i nckesoutdfehe Ghird Wodd, is undearenewed adtaclcfar tattlingrthg Blexican économy
and spurring violence wi tSMHnNnJanudryDd, 1B9%)si ness communi ty. o (

iLebanese fear advamnmd@ieng ultsr ddlei Ltebrrlned e Gabmorrnimgiyestartay follawing e devastating a d a )
Israeli raid on a Hezbollah training camp and as families began fleeing their homes in southern Lebanon amid fears of furtherat t ac ks . 0
(The Weekend Australian, June 4-5, 1994).

AWorl d shifts ofTH ifodrtesarsmagdd intha wodd last year and all were domestic conflicts, reflecting a trend to internal

strife that has evolved since t heSMBolung 18/M834). researchers said yesterday

AMoscowds barnst or MmiMag y BaRaussesZnirinbvsky as the embodiment of the traditional dictator figure who will lead
t hem out dime, Aug & 4994).0 (

AfPeace plan unpoip@d atrhe nevesrafeltohe Yom Ki ppur fast, the eénedyastelday cri s
after publication of a poll showing that more than two-thirds of the population opposes a complete evacuation of the Golan Heights, occupied since
1 9 6 7ThéAustrélian, Sept 16, 94).

ALi berians flee as civil nsard ersesi gnfiidtheeh tLienb@ar iwaanv ec iovfi Isewar, which sho
in 1990, has in the past two months reverted to the depths of savagery with civilians the main victims, be it by gunfire, starvation or sickness. Inter-
factional fightng has gradually built up again si nc &helAuwsttal@an D6t2131984j.t er t wo year s

ACopy Hitler, Japmhodky p:arArny wfrfgiedical of the opposition Liberal Democ
try to regain power by adopting a new role model: Hitler. The book, Hitler Election Strategy: A Bible for Certain Victory in Modern Elections, says
the Nazi | eaderds process for O6unifying public epbmeoy i mparshotttpach
contempor ar ySMell Jene ®,i19394).s . 0 (

fCommuni sts o6éplottingd t dUkesati irieanS Pviesti dempgi rLeddni d Kravchuk, facing

communists in the former Soviet Union wer e pl otting to push the founders of the Commonwea
(TheSun-Herald, June 5, 1994).

fSol zheni tsyn fi ndffsAfat exre w2 Gni ysea rosindanth raietipiadross thee tralibleal countnothat expelled him,
Al exander Sol zhenitsyn, Russia6s mournful sage, retur neallfactiooswishte nat i on
claim - at least in part - as theirs. Nationalists see in him the true believer for a greater Russia; again, last night, he advocated a Slavic State that
would include Russia, Ukraine, Belarus and the large part of Kazakstan that is ethnically Russian. Religious leaders see a man who has never
retreated from his devotion to God. And despite his denunciations of them, reformers see a man who can help the citizen understand the value of
d e mo c r aSii,.Jaly 23, (1994).

ilsrael, Jordan end fd6Gryedr asmtdatleorafanwdrod mally agreed on an unexpec:
normal relations and the creation of a Middle East common market yesterday after ending a 46 year old state of war at a White House summit.
The Washington Declaration signed by the Prime Minister of Israel, Mr Rabin, and King Hussein of Jordan falls short of an official peace treaty but
mar ks a historic change in a region torn apart f oTheAustralims July27al994). a cent u

fiGays, | esbians showiGayypoand floes hiabmg 0a wvae fds Labor thas the Qualitiore at thel nkexefédgral t o
el ection, the most compr ehenssitwe ngurhweno sefx uMmd s tproeplustraiéng a9, Mmoo leiad s . 0 (

AGaddafi denounces fOLArbaya ns ulre aedaednear Gadtiab cordemnéd the Middle East peace process as

surrender by the O6defeated Arab nationd in a speech to mark the 25th a
(The Weekend Australian, Sept 3-4,1994).
AiYeltsin warnsUSBf paoHifchyed Rwegtsi an President, Mr Boris Yeltsin, warned
themselves for 6a certain tougheningd in United States fdtermeiegion and mi |
g ai n(SMHO November 16, 1994).
ACIlinton d6unfitd to frMans hUSn gitidn:t aJreys sfeo r Heelsnds , incoming Republican ch
Relations Committee, said yesterday that President Bill Clinton was not up to the job of Commander-in-Chi ef of the military. o

(The Sun-Herald, Nov 20, 1994).

ANATO begins fightiAi€auvghewi hdeheiepb and flow of Bosniads parochi al
war more than any conventional prediction of modern conflict, NATO is at a sudden loss. Relegated to the status of subcontractor for the UN, the
old alliance is desperately seeking an identity, a role and some respect. At the end of the cold war, an adviser to Mikhail Gorbachev warned the

We st : i we swimlelt hd ng terri bl e t o youTheAistralian, Ddc 5 1%4.e away your enemy. o (
AGaddafi bl ddtibyAmablse@ader Muammar Gaddafi bl asted Arab countries f ol
the Arabs offerthemselves and their | ands to the enemy, next year we wil/ see ther
(Daily Telegraph Mirror, Jan. 2, 1995).
AMEXI CO CRI SI'S O6THRWASHITKOGTUBN:0 Presi dent Bi ||l Clint on, 6 illoe knamtigl s upp

rescue effort, has called Mexico's economic crisis a danger not only to the economy of the United States but also to emerging markets in Latin

America and Asia. "We are more secure if we help Mexico to remain a strong and stable model for economic development around our
hemisphere and throughout the world," Mr Clinton said in a speech to business leaders. "If we fail to act, the crisis of confidence in Mexico's

economy could spread to other emerging countries in Latin America and Asia." He said the financial crisis that had caused the Mexican peso to

plummet by 30 per cent in three weeks was "plainly also a danger to the economic future of the United States." (SMH, Jan. 20, 1995). (Who will

rescue the US when its turn comes to pay the bills. Its debt is estimated at 5 trillion dollars. If only a fraction of the foreigners who hold their

savings in dollars were to redeem their money all at once, the US would be bankrupt. When the Americans rescue other countrie s t hey donoét
money out of their treasury, they don6t have enough t o c oawash withdolaisr o wn
and many people believe that the US will always honour its currency. But if they knew the truth of what could happen they may be better off

stashing pesos. Ed.)

AG7 fears emergi nT MMe xG & agqia twhaevreibng i n Toronto i s an eQGodWardmatialnar i |y
order. The lingering Mexico crisis, sparked when President Ernesto Zedillo devalued the peso, has exposed serious fissures in the global
monetary ar r aMHg Eem® h995.. 0 (

AfRUSSI A6S MOTLEY MONARCHI STBMPEOOWA IRETWRNOt hi nk the House of Windso
the Romanovs have put up with: the leader of the Communist Party, a KGB general, anti-Se mi t es, Cossacks, Leonid Brezt
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plethora of feuding tsarists. All were on hand yesterday for the biggest monarchist gathering of its kind in Russia since 1917, packed into the Hall

of Columns to celebrate tsars past - and argue over who should sit on the throne... On the agenda were issues royalists hope will gain a boost

from the visit in less than a fortnight of Queen Elizabeth of Britain, the first by a reigning British monarch. Close to the front of the grand

chandeliered ballroom where Lenin, Stalin and their successors once lay in State, sat Mr Gennady Zyuganov, the burly head of a new look

Communism more interested in nationalism than the Internationale. i N ke are 9o pepfexed and poor they want a stable power. It will

come about, said Mr Zyuganov. Alf you want to build demothacpypri st sms
murder of Nichol asnbug Wwasmihngt inheekantleraof the party, he said, but ba
always two movements. One is Russian, patriotic, nationalistic, honest and moral... the other belongs to Beria, Yezhov, Gorbachev and Yeltsin,

thosewhodonot care about their motherland. o On podium stacked with Orth
who now champions the reconvening of a Zemsky Sobor, the cothel ave that
American system or the European models. A person who abammapplaudedhyei r ow
Mr Alexander Rutskoy, the Afghan war hero and formervice-pr esi dent who | ed | ast yeBaorrdiss fYaeilltesd ni.n s u rfrl
because | am a monarchist, o said Mr Rutskoi, fAbut becau,gshemdjestydithee t o | e
State, the greatness of the nation. | welcome all those who wantto revivethe gr eat Russi an State. o The hall b
would-be royal Ms Olga Kulikovskya-Romanova, now resident in Canada, to General Robert Robertovich Witolniek-Tchartoryatsky, lobbyist for Mr

Al exei doAnj-€andedwho damne direcotn descent from the tsar. Absent was the most
al3yearol d Madrid school boy, Georgy. His Moscow representative, yMr Al ex
the only heir. Theother s ar e al | crazy.®emiAiCossacksselnl thg adwobby di sagreed: iGe
Russian. Some German blood is OK but not Jewish or Armeni ahing8toafmber v
the idea of the monarchy, 06 said Mr Gennady Ladyzhensky, c leendaryissme of t h
to be decided | ater. o But the Communist | eader MrMrYeZytud ann o vii,Wec canhprleaaidn

who sits where the tsardid-wi t h mor e power The lndepeadere m SMH, tOst.a88r199d). (
ARUSSI A TALKS AGAI N OF A 6GREATO6 STATE: D O NOVIET®EPFRIBLIGS, FREHIGNT EGRATI ON E

INTELLI GENCE HEAD WARMNMSMOMECOW: The head of Russiad6s foreign intelligence
in the way of economic and political reintegration among former republics of the Soviet Union. Mr Yevgeny Primakov, director of the Russian
counterpart of the CIA, said negative attitudes in the Wesadthegseewar ds i n
from an Aunwillingness to see Russia strengt he ntellgence#@geacy report on e tapice 0 . Y

said voluntary reintegration among some former Soviet republics is inevitable and beneficial. He said the West should accept this tendency rather

than opposing it, which woul d Wit Babcow.orhefreportcRussia and the QiSo- ®des thegMestarnPositienl at i on's
Need Correction?, outlined different scenarios for development in the former Soviet Union. One possibility, it said, was that sovereign CIS States

would create a common economic space like even European Union, perhaps even opt for political integration and a single defence command. In

such a case stability and reform would be guaranteed and the West would not need to have any fears about the threat of chaos in a State with

nuclear weapons. But another scenario was that separatists would prevail in the republics, leading to growing authoritarianism, anti-democratic

tendencies, and I slamic extremism. The report warned: sacGieyrnofdhewdrld dest abi
community. o The integration processes did not stem from a,r easnudr giedmoc en «
contradict Western interests, o Mr Pri mak o wti-Westérndmonster, érifichl er gonfrootational with ot wa n
the West. o Mr Primakov released his report and gave a 9Yelgisisduetof er enc
leave for a summit meeting with the United States President , Mr Bil |l Clinton, in Washington. The repo
here and suspicion of the Westds true motives in deal i npplicyhas$takdRow si a .
a position as somethingofahard-l i ner within Mr Yeltsinbdés Government in that debate. ea
expansion into Eastern Europe. At the same time, many i n d¢ihehatWest hav
calls fAthe near abroado. Russian troops are increasingly usingécomemic i n t he

levers to get its way with its neighbours. On Tuesday, a spokesman for the Russian Foreign Ministry said Russia would not recognise a $A9.5

billion deal Azerbaijan signed with a consortium of foreign oil companies - including one from Russia - to develop oil fields in the Caspian Sea.

Russia, which also borders on the Caspian, said it should have a say in any such deal... About 5 000 Russians marched through central Moscow

today in angry commemoration of Mr Yeltsinés decision onferagyewar ago to
legislature. The marchers, waving red Soviet-era flags and the white and red blue cross of Tsarist Russia, were accompanied by their own

security guards, some wearing bl ack uni TheWastingteniPdst, ia SMileSept.r2% $994¢ d i n camou

AZHI RI NOVSKY WARNS OF MANFRAM@ASCO:RhelRESSIan ulffa-nationalist politician, Mr Vladimir Zhirinovsky, has
warned that military rule was a threat in his count roy sadrbd ecadlnl eRdisfsara, &
Zhirinovsky said in a speech sponsored by the World Affairs Council, a San Francisco-based forum for discussing inter
suggest speeded elections to elect a new president and wenSamanightr e we
The Russian presidential elections are scheduled for 1996. At a press conference earlier, Mr Zhirinovsky said the situation in the Russian army
was very difficult. AThe army is at the edge of dnoeankditn gvasna me omasjaoyr idhe ¢
he said, speaking through an interpreter... News reports saying he favoured reconstituting the Soviet Union within its former borders and
incorporating Finland wSemite refaks attgbaitgda ntdoa oh,i na nwde raen tfiia SkiH, Bldv.®®kl894)0 he sai d. o

AKGB KILLI NG FIELD REVEALS LI THUANI ANS$S USMBIAGpOBS sRAST@P@ark on the out

popul ar spot for picnics, i s vy iieskctets.nimyvestigat@s have foutdtBedesnaims ofsnore than 608 peoptleén B a | t
the sandy brown soil of Tuskulenai Park, and are uncovering more each day. They work behind a discreet fence, while children play tennis on the

other side. This park was asecrete x ecuti on and buri al ground in the crushing of one of
rebellion of the late 1940s. The victims were shot after being guilty by summary tribunals of joining or supporting partisan groups... After Lithuania

won its independence in 1990, the KGB agents here departed hastily. They left their files behind and Tuskulenai Park was ident i f i ed . . . St a

counter-insurgency troops tracked the partisan rebels with brutal effectiveness. They pulled thousands of civilians from their homes and bustled
them to killing grounds like Tuskulenai Park. They displayed the bodies of the dead partisans at village squares, then arrested passers-by who
betrayed emotion or sympathy. And an effort to rob the movementofitsbas e, they sent several thousand Lithu
(SMH, Oct 8, 1994).
ARUSSI A CITES BORDER | NSC@BPILI ANCHEF OWRI NDODNARMBUBSBEATYas told Britain a
cannot comply with the terms of the Conventional Forces in Europe treaty. It claims that the security situation on its southern and western borders
is so unstable that it must be allowed to keep any forces it wants there. It says its generals insist on retaining thousands of tanks, missiles and
artillery pieces on the borders with the Baltic States and the Caucasus region bordering Turkey, which the treaty says should be removed within a
year. These are areas of traditional influence that tidteeirBontoiednnauscke- r ef er
flexing presence is deeply resented. The issue is going to be a test of the Clinton administration: will it insist on compliance or appease Mo
(The Australian, Oct., 24, 1994).
ATHE UNKNOWN DEATH OF A SOSDI EG8 NHEOMAL |ATMSIRYC QW:L LIt was the potato s
Nikolai Pyasetski was drafted. So potatoes were central to his training as a Russian Army paratrooper - up at 7 am and working until 1.30 pm,
digging in a potato field and loading the crop into the winter store. The store of summer potatoes was not used up and the winter was only half
over when Nikolai was killed in Chechnya at the age of 20. He had been in the army six months. In the Russian Army, draftees are treated as

another battle commodity, like bullets, shellsandtanks-a r epl eni shabl e supply. Ni koi al ai 6s training
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generations of peasants and workers drafted into bloody wars by Russian tsars through the long, violent reach of Russian history. On only two
days did he have the chance to line up with the other draftees and try to use an automatic firearm. On two other days he had a turn driving an
armed personnel carrier - there was not enough petrol for more time - and he had one parachute jump. The trainees spent some time inside
stationary personnel carriers, going through the motions on control panels which were not switched on. And there was time on guard duty. In his
last photograph, Nikolai is blond and serious, wearing camouflage, with the colours of the Russian flag behind him. You see Nikolai in his

mot her 6shé aclkkear eyes, pointed cheekbones and high eyebrows. Anna Pya
about the men who sent her sonintoatornad o of vi ol ence with enough training only to die, n
just boys they are killing. Smal l er ¢ hSMHdlanel3,9%.nd women are being kill

AThe honeymoon i s ovielrhe Russssiiaa nwaFronrsedi gn Mi ni ster, Mr Andrei Kozgreyv

relations with the West had entered a colder and more confrontational phase. Speaking after seven hours of fruitless talks with the American

Secretary of State, Mr Warren Christopher, in Geneva, which failed to make headway on issues ranging from nuclear proliferation to the war in
Chechnya, Mr Kozyrev said: Al would say that indeed the hossisehgdbeean has
able only to agree to disagree. His assessment appeared to cast a shadow over the coming summit in Moscow when President Clinton joins
President Yeltsin for t hd&heSMeakdnd Australian, March 85-2¢, 1995). VE Day. o (

ARussia gi AT Ok a c iRossiadopedied a new era in political and military cooperation with the West yesterday by formally
accepting two key accords with NATO. However, immediately after the signing of the agreements, the Russian Foreign Minister, Mr Andrei
Kozyrev, said Russia was still opposed to NATOG6s expansion pl aensahemchd war
We continue to believe that it does not meet eitlkeroplkeani sceevesty af
said in a statement at a ceremony in which he approved Ruskotyendcalled ndi vi
for a radical redefinition of NATOO®G purelymiitary bioowouldréhrcaustes to the trergds df rhoaldilgar r e n t
single Europe. I'n this case we would need t oTheAuatmaliarf, Junewhdads). NATO i s goin

AMAO WAS AN | RRI TABLE EGOTI STH,Ma®Ao¥h¥gdH | SChDOnCaTéGsR ofi Gr e at  H e $onhe offwial 0 whos
doctrine insists - led a vast nation to restored greatness, was really an irritable, manipulative egotist incapable of human feeling, according to his
private doctor. Mao surrounded himself with sycophants and refused even to be treated for a sexually transmitted disease, even though he knew

=

he was spreading it to the many young women who shared hi goiny eadyto Dr L
contarctLido Haid at his home in Chicago. f@ABut when you stayed | odgwher wi t
di sobeyed him.d AMao was a man who had no friends. He sawedwastosebody as
themselves as equal to him. He vBMH,Oetaber 8,1994).y body t o be subservient. o (

AiDol e steps to the ri ghiAtheinempesiadeanti af theed996 presidenti al el ect
the Republicanfront-r unner, Senator Bob Dole, joined the conservative outcsy over
pro-choice nominee for Surgeon-General... Later, he criticised the ban on assault weapons imposed by Mr Clinton last year in the face of strong
opposition from the National Rifle Association and said he would support pending legislation to lift it. Throughout his many campaign stops,
however, Senator Dole was silent on one of the key issues dividing the Republicans: aborti o nThdiSydney Morning Herald, April 18, 1995).

THE ENVIRONMENT

iGreenhouse needs @dMbkabkcieinti ficveonsensus that global warming is ¢
industrial development and deforestation, is no longer seriously disputed in the world. But, as the 130 signatory nations to the 1992 Framework
Convention on Climate Change have shown in Berlin this week, the international community remains sharply divided overwhattod o about it . ¢

(The Australian, April 6, 1995).

AiLack ofupfolaioms keep water iEtacnt ®&@ge Aeaselralli@awse $6 billion irrigated
because water storages throughout the area are dramatically lower than at this time last year and there have been no decent follow-up rains to
falls in January... #fASix billion dollars worth of conomyidepandsodthaagr i cul t ur
Growers are in a desperate situation now but the nextse as on | o o kTée AugtralianeAprd 11,(1995).

APriest slates Popefiblwherpampacy omameé nt ke Vatican had become myopic on
ability to look at the far more reaching ethical problem of rapidly increasing world population. This is the view of a Sacred Heart Catholic priest,
Paul Collins, who said yesterday the moral energy of the leaders and thinkers in the Catholic Church was being diverted into questions which

centred on humae WBéeodme soWeodbawed in on ourselves we have |l ost any se
year6s conference on world population had been hijacked diugeandiotker Vat i can
species and a sense of the natural world was absol ut el yrewewdtldeadupdsor hu

peopl e whose outl ook wo uCadberadimesnMay 16,a996), he said. o (

AThe To wni tiglingges it is with the human legacy of a collapsed communist credo, Russia could have done without a murderous
side-swipe from nature. But on May 28, the oil town of Neftegorsk on the island of Sakhalin, just north of Japan, was flattened by an earthquake
that measured 7.5 on the Richter scale - the largest ever recorded in Russia. Perhaps it was sheer coincidence, but even as rescuers clawed

through the wreckage late last week - pausing in silence at intervals to listen for any cries from the trapped-back i n Moscow, Russi aft

congress on environmental problems got under way. From the evidence presented at that gathering, it was hard not to imagine the Sakhalin quake

as the Russian earth rebelling agHmenduneld 0995nuch damage inflicted upon i
AKi |l erguakefAn tesarQuinguwake measuring 5.2 on the Richter scale |l eft t

yesterday, after par tThedbstraiiansMaghl28,u®5)c ol | apsed. o (

ARains failoutgdfitbe epkt drgood rain in most areas during the past two w
drought, according to the latest drought declarations. Many farmers remain in a critical financial position - able to sow grain crops but unable to
generate incomes to service debt or b dHeSydeey MomagHeralth May8I t9853. f or at | east

AAttitude O6riskd@ltocenVidr omkmentad environment al crisis gtaeordinpteage peo
lecturer in environmental policy and politics. Michael Gabriel said a University of Queensland study had found that deep-seated attitudes towards
the environment held by people in industrial societies must be challenged before a solution to global warming could be found.
Dr Gabriel said global warming raised a difficult moral question when western nations demanded that developing nations rein in development.
Development was particularly related to consumption of fossil fuels, and the wealth of western nations was generated by the same patterns of

behaviour. Many Asian nations were experiencing rapid e oaindosialist gr owt
model complete with unbdidl éddfexpliociiasuendos metsaealt with, the growi
could render | argely irrelevant moves by western countr i Ealingtotherl®2uce e
signing of the climate convention at the Earth Summit held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. The conference was attended by representatives from more

than 170 nations around the worl d, including devel oped foathigfaildestovagreeo pi n g

to a tougher convention, careful analysis of negotiations revealed a reluctance by most industrial nations to take tougheract i ons o, Dr Gabri
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AThe climate convention does l|littlandosettshanmwdrestogdnrirgettshdathaa @mmreblnen
warming or the greenhouse effect are terms used to describe climatic changes that will occur over coming decades because of the impact of

human activities on the atmosphere. In particular, rising carbon dioxide levels associated with the burning of fossil fuels such as coal and oil-

based fuels, and to a lesser extent de-afforestation, will trap more of the heat produced by the sun. This is expected to cause average

temperatures to rise significantly and climate patterns to change. Dr Gabriel said attitudes towards the environment were shaped by changes in
European society more than 400 years ago. I'n the | ate huednkirelvSaiénceper i od
demystified nature and portrayed human beings as separate tbfnaumasand don
people came to believe they had the right t o eakrigllsaid Erommttaststemned aabslieft hey s a
that the world was effectively | imitl es €oudenMail dmilB8499%).e of sustaining unb

AiThe new ice age comet h AisThheneviortl Wadrs wd i tmhait rekyd asdittledas aybaa, geftieg hotterarma t i c al |
colder by an average of five to 10 degrees, climate experts say. New evidence shows that such abrupt and large changes have occurred routinely
for hundreds of thousands of years.

AA sudden dropwotfil di be dergeresmous changeo said Dr Graeme Pearman, a
Resources and Environment. Alt would plunge the world iméalo ye agrl &, ale p
Anincrease of five degrees would exceed the most pessi miSMH,iFab. 24 01995).ect i on

AfAustral asi an flilre naitr fowesrhoeastern Australia and SouuihoveEthesSbuth&s i a i s
Ocean and Antarctica, a scientist has found. Peng Hanchang, a researcher with the Chinese Bureau of Oceanography on a voyage to the
Antarctic, used filters to collect 46 samples of airborne dust which showed that the air over the East China Sea, Papua New Guinea, eastern
Australia and the Indonesian islands was heavily affected by industrial pollution. But in southern Oceania and the areas near Antarctica the air
was cleaner. Mr Peng found that the Antarctic continent, in particular, had scarcely been affected by human pollution.

(Daily Telegraph-Mirror, April 1, 1995).

AiCarr calls on Canberr a ThePrdm@ohastannduncediagbhStmillionerdral asdistarice gackage to aid hard-hit
farming communities, describingthe St at e6s worsening drought as the O6biggest social prol
pull NSW safely out of its worst drought in more than a decade and follow-up rains are desperately needed to assist the planting of winter cereal
crops and provide f odd eThe Sydney Morairlg hleraldy Aprd T, 8985).st oc k. 0 (

iTal es of doom bacfkifni rceo notnr agsrte etnos &% he ent husi asm which Western polit
Janeiro Earth Summit in July 1992, the mood is now one of scepticism and caution. One reason for the change of sentimen is that many people
are fed up with alarming prophecies which fail to happen. Green politics would have had an easier time if the shortages of food and energy
forecast in the 1970s had come about. In the case of global warming, scientific knowledge is still incomplete. Scientists agree that concentrations
of carbon dioxide and other 6greenhoused gases aeedaboutthe possible gomsgquences, t he a
and some respected predictions of the degree of warming and of the ris
(The Australian, April 5, 1995).
AAntarctic gr eenhiddeveawi denndc egddirrgsapidysin Aatareticasm British scientists say that global warming is
responsible. Researchers at the British Antarctic Survey - the body which discovered the ozone hole over the continent a decade ago - will shortly
report on thet adrgateiemadn,g aof tAme ice recedes, summers | engthen, and the
will say that a flowering grass is now 25 times more common than it was 30 years ago. Other research has found that new species are appearing
intheareaaslong-f r ozen seeds are fr edhtAderSephla 1084). mel ting ice. o (

AGi ant iceberg fiA gaketwhuebédrg measuring 78km by 3shelfkissettolhavda has car
devastating impact onther e gi on. |l mages from a weather satellite, relayed from the
warming of the Antarctic peninsula is having a major impact on ice sheets in the region. As more ice melts, global sea levels could rise. The
regional climate has warmed by 2.5 deg. since the 1940s-t he gr eatest average change in temperature a

(SMH, Feb. 23, 1995).

iGreenhouse Effect umMsAtno p pnabrieea:s eC S InR @oda hédunstoppahiledox at ldast a teatury hosnatiern hbw
drastic attempts are to curb greenhouse gas emissions, according to a new CSIRO study. Pre-industrial levels of carbon dioxide would also
double to 560 parts per million by 2070 if rates of CO2 emissions continued to rise, leading to a rise in average global temperature of between one
and three degrees, said Dr Il an Enting, of the CSI RO Diviatds ofahAit mopp
wonodt be alcd itmatper evhemmtge o, Dr Enting said. AEven with quite drastic clt
centuryo. The report combines the work of 18 groups ofepostofthenti sts fr
I ntergovernment al P a n 8NH, Feloruai@ 27, 1996t e Change. 0 (

ABer |l in de ali Negoeemmenttliorgaeigations campaigning for climate and environment protection were scathing about the
meagre outcome of the Berlin conference on climate change. The United States, Canada and Australia, and oil producers Saudi Arabia and
Kuwait, were all blamed by these organisations for the dilution of firm proposals on measures against heat-trapping gasses. The Sierra Club, the
oldest and one of thelargest of these in the United States and Canada, said yesterda
worl d | eader s s hSunsHedld, hApariE1995p k en. 0 (

fOzone threat spreadAn oi nther Nat it & n &Pdod laydr thds caised drgmatic mnd arumediate mew global
alarms with evidence pointing to first threats of a north polar ozone hole and worldwide thinning of the ozone shield of 25 per cent within 50 years.
In world terms, the thinning of northern hemisphere ozone is more ominous than the southern ozone hole, which continues to grow, because the
UV radiation-shielding ozone layer is at its most stable over the North Pole The north polar ozone layer is also more critical because populations
and crop production are more dense near the North Pole, as is industrial pollution which could cause any hole to widen much faster than in the
south. The latest evidence indicates the international Montreal Protocol restricting chlorine-based compounds, of which the most recent urgency
amendment was signed by Australia in July last year, may still be 20 years behind the pace of pollution. Worse, the northern hemisphere ozone
expert bearing the renewed warning believes Montreal chlorine alternatives may be asbadasCFCsand t hat it i s o6debatabl ebd
controls can reverse the ozone damage. Politicians and ibadffcdtandy wer e
expensive, the imperative being immediate and intensive upscaling of research. Oxford University Professor Fred Taylor told The Australian
yesterday latest evidence indicated weak ozone holes were starting to appear in the northern hemisphere and that the ozone layer was thinning
around the globe. At the same time, the southern hemisphere ozone hole seemed to be trending towards becoming larger each year and this year
extended right up to the sout he rTheAusirgian,oMarciNlg,i99%).e al andds South I sl and. 0

AWorl d Bank report warns ioddAAffrriicceains ppooppud laa tiioonn cwiilsl more than doubl
efforts to bring down the birth rate on the continent , ationhwél indhase bydc0 B a n k
per cent to 8.5 billion people by 2030 if current trends continue, the bank said, but more than 90 per cent of that growth will come in the poorest

nations, with Africaés population soari ng 1Thé&Augralian, Augusttl0, 1994. m 720 mi | | i o
Aofficial her bi ci dfieT hlei nAkuesdt rtaol icaann cGorvoer nment has become the first in
scientific and medical evidence | inking prostat (SMH, barch 86119950 exposure to
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iSnakes sn&€bkedoyesterday urged its greedy consumers not to eat up &
with increased incomes, Chinese have become more diet-conscious and eating better foods, including rare snakes and other endangered animals
considered to hayv eTheSydheydMornirayHergidp duky 8,4994). (

ATwel ve di e in mdndtaaners wirlagpfpierded cores of Uni t-eovindwildiire gesterdayim ef i ght er
Colorado, killing at least 12. About 50 firefighters were trapped and overtaken by flames as they fought the 800-hectare fire on Storm King
Mountain, police said. Fires were also burning in Nevada, Montana, Utah and Wyoming. Conditions were hazardous in California, Idaho, Arizona
and New Mexico. Meanwhile, at least 15 people have died in the south-east of the US since early on Tuesday from floodwaters caused by
Tropical Storm Alberto that cut off whole communities and threatened drinking-waters upp |l i es f or ne arSMi, J@yB01994)00 peop!

AForests AaMotriladn & nvi ronment ministers, meeting in Rome, yesterday ca
and for the forest conservation plans discussed attheEart h Summi t i n Ri o de Janei rSon-Herald, IMargh219,1995).b e i m

iBl-ypeen al gae outbreakiMViickteolryi at oi sb ep rweoprasrti on g -gfeem mlgae onsecondcas lsvels obthet b r e a k
toxic slime climb in the Murray and other northern rivers. Several lakes in Victoria have already been closed to the public because of dangerous
algal blooms and the flow has slowed, such as the Loddon and Campaspe, are being closely monitored. Farmers in the north of the state, already
stricken by drought, now fear that the remaining stock water in their irrigation channels, rivers and lakes may be contaminated. Livestock can die
from drinking water containing the algae, which can release high concentrations of toxins. Human contact with contaminated water can cause skin
and eye irritations, or Thedgee Jasuargl6cl®Bess i f it is drunk. o (

AToxic algae thriving on GUopohmasghédlbdtdatergentise househol dwagshospha
and cause toxic blue-green algae to thrive, Landcare Australia has warned. Almost 40 per cent of the phosphate that enters rivers and the sea
from the sewerage and drainage systems cThekgs, Fdbnuaoyid8, d9®5).er gent s cont ai nin

AMust all the Eart hos Huindnity & reackirg for theestars. W veillhb@gin to cdionise planets within a century or two.
But nowhere else in the cosmos is another Earth: this is our cradle, our point of origin. Now the Earth nest, as we prepare to set sail from it, is
being torn apart by its human nestlings. The wild human experience, shaping our bodies and brains, is largely destroyed and that which is left is
going at the gr eaTtTheAge Marehtl,€99)n hi story. o (

AThe | andodés own cfrBiwnow fb ushho,r nas 6Sout h African shrub, is threatening
degraded 20 national parks. It moves like an army, consolidating itself on bare ground, then moving forward, securing itself with each advance by
dropping millions of seeds and spreading an unknown poison from its roots to kill native plants. Over 20 years, 300 bitou plants can become six
million. Already it is the dominant plant in 70,000 hectares - 90 per cent of the coastal sands. In much of that country, which once supported
hundreds of native speciEsAustilian, Macht,d35)t he only pl ant. o (

AiGl obal warming a fiBvemrtatoomwsdémdVatiewe increase i nhadbkobahlewaemiedgswpe
could render national parks and nature reserves almost useless for conserving wildlife, according to a report prepared by the Australian Nature
Conservat i o$MHARge 28c1995)0 (

AWarning on mi crfioAstcsolpdd@d peaple di¢ ie Britain every year from breathing microscopic specks of soot and chemicals,

a researcher said yesterday. Dr Joel Schwartz, of HarvarsgdMepercratltr St oo
intothelungs, causing heart attacks, breat hi ng p rrelaed grablemsanrBdtain, thisiglikely tohec e r .
the biggest oneo, he said. Di esel engines are the maied sasurége ecefn.paor t i

(Herald Sun (Vic) ,March 1, 1995).

fiCanada fears fifsThweirgt yc oy d aarpss easfthe bizarretdibpete [layed out\teetiveen British trawlers and Icelandic
gunboats in the North Sea - get ready for another turbot-charged fishing brawl. It is more or less in the same ocean and involves another pair of
NATO allies. This one pits Canada against Spain in an altercation that appears to be turning as bitter and squally as winter in Nova Scotia. Like

the Cod War, itisoverfishi ng rights in the North Atlantic, in this case over the ra
(SMH, March 16, 1995).
AiPoi soned rivers devVidéecamesti ekteneckedfish kills and -dahchuseelbyk s of f
pollution-have struck every major river bet wdaheSyd®yMomnyHemld Marchit 1964 eens!| and b
APil chard kil l eA grywttiemroyusovealrgpal bl oo m -agardsm averd beth iteatified yeterdaypas the mé mi cr o
mystery killer of millions of pilchards in Australi a0sensconclushoresnfier wat er s
conducting separate investigations into the fish deaths, the worst in Australian history. Masses of dead fish have been found floating along a 5000
kil ometre stretch of the continentds southern coastl i necienfistseadthd| bany i
algae was not toxic and for an unknown reason only killed adult pilchards over three years old. It created a gelatinous mass that clogged the
pilchardés gills and dhedgeawthyl7H®0B). t o suffocate. o (

ASurfing snakes rfAatft Isekilni fceagnucaerrd swoa s n 6 t uéfated by @rhapocalyptia qugrtet@fdile,ifldod, rion i ans b
and earthquake, now face a new menace - a plague of surfing snakes. Over the past week, scores of reptiles, including venomous rattlesnakes,
washed out of hillside homes into the Pacific Ocean by flash floods, have drifted or swum ashore from Malibu to San Diego. The result is
Baywatch meets the Book of Revelations as lifeguards, armed with long poles, try to trap the critters before anyone is bitten. On some of the

beaches, storm debris, used bytheint r epi d snakes as | ife rafts, has been cordoned off by
(The Australian, March 16, 1995).
AiNew warning in Califannanyésosmohmsocaused at | east afdled PresglenbBill | i on

Clinton to declare much of Thd®dn8tMormiegHearaldnMaich 13, 16965)s ast er area. o0 (

AiDutch flee as di KkEmengancygotltawsedn 5 countries were figlkHisnguoysst e
flooding this century as the Dutch Government, worried that the countr
(SMH, February 2, 1995).
ACol umbi ads worst quakfAistrRrdngeaanst kgl dlse 2 western Calombiaeyssterday,depdrtediyn s ac
killing at least 27 people, injuring more than 200 and destroying scores of houses and offices, radio reports said. The quake, measuring 6.4 on the
Richter scale, was the most deadly in Colombia for more than two de ¢ a d eSMH, &ebfuary 10, 1995).

il ndonesi ai Fllooooddss 6t ri ggered by incessant rain have inundated homes a
reports yesterday said at least 14 people had been killed. In central Java, fears are growing of a major eruption of Mount Selamat, which has been
spewing smoke 150 metres into the 8MH Februad7,d995).ti ng a pall over a wide a

AMoscow admits to ecfioNoorgtihcearln dRussassitae rhdoas b e e recolbgical wasteland, haebduririg daingerols gi g an |
underwater nuclear fuel canisters, massive oilspills and burning gas, according to figures and official studies releasedinMo s c o w. 0
(West Australian, Nov. 16, 1994).
AChina calls for hel pftBeigambgat Cfhatnaal afplpcecadsed for international hel
south of the country with the loss of more than 400 lives, and contemplated desperate measures to protect the wealthy province of Guangdong
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(The Australian , June 21, 1994).

AThirsting for water i mMOChetrtreaptungluace lonmdiBartimo t he wettest place on
drinking water. They I imit baths to once a we etkl.3metes af @inlastyearfnmoiegat e t he
precipitation than any other spot in the worl d. .. o0Def odrecotobtheiregionali s t ak
meteorological centre in Guwahati, 160 kilometres north of Cherrapunj i . AWhen the trees and plants are rem

and water shortages become a serious problem. As a rShkid Ottdberl7e®PMessi ve r

fSevere dr ought fiaAfoudgdntootabnost mprexddénted intensity has overtaken large tracts of Australia, the driest continent.
The only other drought to match its length was in 1916. But the economic and social problems this time are more crippling, because it has struck
farmers at a time when they were already weakened by other factors over which they had little control. In parts of Queensland, many on the land
have had to face eight crop failures in succession. The wool industry was confronted by the drought shortly after world prices had collapsed.
Wheat farmers had been battling unfair trade practices by the US and European Community, and almost everyone on the land had faced high
interest rates of 20% or more during the late 1980s. None were prepared for so severe a drought. 0The Alstralian, September 7, 1994)

ADrought now defined adiTthiee Macgu acfi ealDli chope@ry defines drought t hu:
the Australian context, drought is most precisely defined as a trigger for government relief. Despite the fact that the Federal Government has spent
at least $250 million on this drought and State governments have spent tens of millions of dollars more, Australia has no scientific definition of
drought. Itis a situation that appalled the Federal Primary Industries Minister, Senator Collins, who took on the portfolio as the big dry gripped the
east coast. He responded by commissioning the most precise and comprehensive definition of drought ever drawn up. A copy of a draft of that
definition, which is still subject to a highly confidential interdepartmental process, has been obtained by the Herald. It is not so much the outline of
severe drought, as a SpidrNow2a 1994 of catastrophe. o (

iWat er s h dirTtokgyesstlianM.5 million Japanese are suffering serious water shortages after a drought that threatens to become
the worst this century, government officials have SMH,iSdptl ®DMpply cuts ar

fAiSpai nntimr Yés wor sitOtchredu gphatrda s of Europe are sinking under fl ood wat e
and Spanish shepherds watching their flocks nibble the sparse grass cannot remember a worse drought this century... That there is little rain in
Andalusia is nothing new, b u The Austalfan, &ebtuayn7gl99b)y dry spel | is rare. o (

AiThe heat is reall YyAoRedeamaaln Goapermnment report to the United Ndtions

Australia next century, predicting temperature increases of up to five degrees, health problems and possible native speciesex t i nct i on. 0
(The Age, Sept 14, 1994).

AiBig dry madé&l wdli seocan no | onger take snoleeascdreadi tAufsarr atlhea.b A spteecruilr
Indian Ocean is making dry El Nino conditions even worse, claim a team of Australian scientists. The cold spot is implicated because it prevents
the formation of rain clouds which normally blow across the continent to eastern Australia, says teamleader Dr Gary Meyers of the CSIRO Division
of Oceanography in Hobart. The spot itself is the product of a complex interaction between winds, ocean currents and the troublesome EI Nino
which is presently grippingAu st r al i ad sSMéa0Ostoberd? 8994) . o (

iScience hel ps dirfouwihsti tputzaz Inecdr t hern Kenya where there has been no r
are surviving entirely on deliveries of food and water by aid agencies, prepared me for the sudden discovery by politicians that an especially bad
drought has gri ppe&MHhOctdber d6f 199%u st ral i a. o (

ACol lins warns of ftAlisrtstay icaddrst iproegrutidat i on i s | i k evklgpediwater suppliesare 23 mi | |
barely enough to cope with the demand of the current population of 18 million, according to the Federal Industry Minister, Senat or Col |l i ns. 0
(SMH, October 22 1994).
AVol cano chAaMemiincgpd Ci ty: The ruebpéting &l kialnometPo@ocadut h of Mexicods

Sunday, but officials said it was too s o0SMH Dew27,4994).d home about 50, 000 p

ANew quake hfnArm dapwhquake measur i ngckdl ndthem dapan baely yestedy tinguring $8cTad geake o
was felt most strongly at Hachinohe in Aomori Prefecture and Morioka in Iwate Prefecture in the northeast of the Honshu main island. The tremor
was believed to be an aftershock of the quake onDece mber 28 whi ch measur ed The Sun-ldenaldt Jareianf8j 1095t er s c a

il, 000 feared dead ifilNeGovlao mbOodno ntpuakedPr esi dent Cesar Gaviria declar

mountain valley devastated byanear t hquake and mudsl|l i de after government officials said
(SMH, June 11, 1994).
AfEarthquake hiPewSydonety® bl acked out wide areas of NSW, including Sy

was almost equal in magnitude to the one that devastated Newcastle in 1989. Initial reports indicated the quake, which struck at 9.04pm, caused

little serious damage. Police from Wollongong to the Central Coast were deluged with calls from people reporting their houses shaking. The head

of the Australian Geological Surveyds Seismological Cent rté0onthe Canberr a
Ri chter Scale compared with 5.6 for t HkeSonaHeraldyAugusttv,189d)v ast at ed Newcast |l e

AFl oods &KH&MhoiB500Fl ash floods have killed 50 peopl e, most of them chi

officials said. The flooding submerged more than 74,000 homes and destroyed morethan17, 000 t onnes of rice in two pr
(SMH, Sept 27, 1994)

AiAl geria dAbgseeso At | east 32 people have died and 70 have been inj
torrenti al rSMH,iSept 27, 199 ger i a. 0 (

A3000 villagersinMdanierad Bhitldi ppi nes President Fidel Ramos has ordere
threatened by mudflows from Mount Pinatubo volcano, officials said today. People who refuse to leave despite the imminent danger to their
communities wild. b e eSMH,Sepe2d, 1994)r ci bl vy, he said. o (

APhilippindMogeakban 60 people died and at | east 130 were injured ye

central Philippines island of Mindoro. The quake struck at about 3am, cutting off power and water supplies and splitting open the base of a
mountain in the tourist resort of Puer tSMH,Gavénmber 46, 19%pout 140 kil ometr es

icar pollution cocatrblysi cBgEycdmpygé@s oefforts to clean up its air are &G
illegal tampering with anti-pollution equipment on cars, the Environment Protection Authority (EPA) has warned. The problem may affect as many
asoneinseven cars sold in Australia since 1985 and is probabliymarteessp.oonsi bl

(SMH, Nov 22, 1994).
AAcid threat to SydneydsSyfdntyodse wabeosedppluy & r enRiva,tsaittingsniap gcidyme- t he St
bomb, according to fishermen, conservation officials and farmers. Millions of tonnes of soil on the South Coast may turn into equivalent amounts of
sulphuric acid, according to a senior soil survey officer with the Department of Conservation and Land Management (CALM), Mr Mitch Tulau.
0Anything that | owered the water table in the Shoal hav eblemovesapadowt o be
even ten centimetres it will make the differ ence bet ween a pr obSMe,Bepa 11d1994)0 pr obl em. 60 (
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iSouthern Australia escape8The Ambaechbteoroharbebkeée, at its worst th
Australia, but its depth and extent has surprised some scientists who hoped they might see more improvement. Last year, the constantly changing
hole reached Macquatrie Island, 800 nautical miles south-east of Tasmania, said Dr Paul Lehmann, a senior ozone physicist at the Bureau of
Meteorology. Perturbed, butnot depl et ed, o0zone was eveeMH Neventberd,8994)over Tasmania. o (

il ndonesi af Tyhurackee skbi g eart hquakes, ranging from 5.7 to 6.4 on the Ric
immediate reports of casualties or damage, the Geophysical Agency said yesterday. The epicentres of two of them were in the Java Sea, between
50 and 85 kilometres north-we st of Semarang, and the third str u8MH Bptemipd 80]1994)pr ovi nce,

ADrought ri skiifleh Beicgo nDormyy owi | | strangle the nationds economy with o6di
by early next year, the Federal Government warned yesterday. The spreading drought has already wiped $1.5 billion off exports, and yesterday
the Government was forced to revise economi c ¢rDailyfTdegrdph, Bepterhber®2811994).5 t o 4.

iScientistsd grim newdi Pfoort fMotrersébyaf TRa&bawlld®anoes t hat ddesast@edmade 30,

Rabaul, one of Papua New Guinead6és most prosperous towns, wauld continu
(The Sun-Herald, Sept. 25, 1994).

ATyphoon FredfiBeljing: 9M@doe than 900 mesplegwgestergdaytad demdsolt ¢

murderous passage through Chinads eastern Zhejiang province.e A Zheji a

estimated at 10 billion yuan ($1.15 million). The coastal region near the city of Wenzhou was worst affected. About 510 people were already
confirmed dead, with 412TheAustsliamAug.23:3). 1853 injured. o (

ADrought imBeCihjiinmp: More than 27 million people i n muwykendtwCrhgionsaee pr o
battling their worst dry spell i nSMBl,(Augyse28,r1894). t he China Daily said yeste
ARi ce harfiégakahtao I ndonesiads rice output is forecast ttawhichhdsl by as

devastated part of the main rice growing belt on Java, the Antara news agency said yesterday. But a senior official of the Agriculture Ministry
declined to say if | ndo8MHs August?® 8994 d t o i mport rice. o (

ATr ee c o ii&eyomeimfour trees in Europe has been damaged by air pollution or other causes, and in the Czech Republic the
figure is 53%, a United Nations-b ac k ed st udy HheSuniHeralde Augustd4, 1994)

fiSpai n Hurardgsd d: For est gihgirSpan yesterday, saomyadter a spatesof blazes that destroyed more forest in a week
than fires did in the whole of 1993. In Aragon and Navarra in northern Spain, fires started by lightning have razed 14,000 hectares since Friday
and are burningonse ver al SMHpJalyt 19,.1994).(

AiVancouveinVAncesuwer: Forest fires raging across British Columbia wor
homes. The forest service said 60 new fires had started in the past day for atotal o f 1 6N8H, July 27, 1994).

AFires ramMmpagéand: Wildfires had rampaged across nearly 24,000 hectzc
several hundred people and burni ng8MHaduly29el894)t seven homes, officials sai
AiBig dry threatfieHas agleephAamctrsid i cal water shortage has hit Zi mbabweos
thousands of the countryo6s elephants, wildlife of fsjparicaldrlseleghanisdouldeist er d a
of thirsto, the head of Hwangeods The Adstalian, Augystes3y18¥)o r s , Mr John Burton, sai
ARain pounfddp Atso a®d, 000 families have been forced f r omCambodia whiehomes by

others have had to be rescued by helicopter. Meanwhile, monsoon rain pounded much of the Philippines yesterday, flooding cities and towns still
reeling from six storms in July that killed more than 60 people. And at least nine people were drowned or buried by landslides after a storm hit
central and n o rSMH, August3TIBM) | and. 0 (

iHeat wafvleesmper atures hit a record high of 39.1 degrees in Tokyo yest
record. Much of Europe baked in the sixth week of a heatwave, with the temperature expected to hit 37 degrees in eastern Germany and Poland
Il at er t h8MH, 08/68£1R94)0 (

ATemperatufNn€&@skyoseAut omobi |l e b-conditikndrcales sipled, and barpgasped thdir fast in the Kandagawa

River as the mercury hitanall-t i me high of 39.1 degrees in Tokyo |l ast Wednesday. Since
meteorological stations have registered record temperatures. Says Kazuo Kimura, 36,anad-agency empl oyee: fAWhen | visi
arrive 10 minutes early to cool do Wime Augusttl$ 8994).obby because | drip with

AUnstoppabl e global warming wifiGl &b an gwsnovwirtvadyturistoppable and woeld krimg svithst 0
wi dening starvation and rising food prices, two of Austealdagd® most di
(The Australian , August 4, 1994).
iChi na gfuBaeki g 0i negson di@cirea smpede and hundreds of people were injured in China when a strong earthquake rocked the

Tai wan Straits yesterday. Chinese of fici alSMH,Septetibert1f, 6994.uake measured 7

AFl oods kill t&®&0ramceé feTkapme aNosnog, Vi et nam: Small wooden boats have rep

around in areas of the Mekong Delta hit by fl oods-etalhati nigi Irli e atx ploed st
(SMH, October 14, 1994).

iBabies diwwsbdogton: Some of the worst floods to strike the US for

Alabama and northern Florida yesterday, drowning 28 people. The floods have brought gruesome images to television screens, with scenes of
babies trapped in cars #OeeiAosgalias Walpl3,1994). t heir deat hs. 0o (

ASeven die, 10, 000 feHoaucsutactne:d limt efnsoeo droai ns pounded Houston today, pa
as the death toll rose to seven in flash flooding across south-eastern Texas. All the south-eastern part of the State remained under a flood warning
as up to 50cm of rain inundated parts of the region in the past 36 hours. Texas Governor Ann Richards declared 17 counties in the region disaster
areas, although Houston - located in Harris County - was not among them because it has not yet formally requested the designation. Damage
estimates were unknown, but losses were believed to be well into the millions of dollars. More than 10,000 people were evacuated yesterday from
counties north of Houston, wit Ahe®aihTelegraphvvirroruGetoberdl®, §9949.x pect ed today. o (

AFl ood diidashaeta: President Bill Cl i BltGeangiakoargies wieeie floading lobs killedrtageaple ind i s a s t
3 days. The decl aration enables residents stricken SMH, Jhly9ol8%)s , high win

AHouston flood victi ms fAhHotu sk paindf majoa pipelines ruptured today mear thé Texan oil capital of Houston,
sparking raging fires and evacuations in a region where people had been forced earlier this week from their homes by severefl oodi ng. 0o
(SMH, October 22, 1994).
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AGl obalt tltordes Br i ti sh scientific research body has discovered eviden
cause a global disaster-wi t h several major cities, i ncl uTtheSugHeRld dune2p, 1998)hr eat ened by

fiScourge of ftlhte hraisvebreseon br anded an ecol ogical and recreational di sa
and chokes the life from river banks and flats, turning fertile estuaries into green deserts. There is no inexpensive and safe way to kill the weed
and some sections of the stateds r iSurelayJasmanian Augusta8glomy. i tt en off as too f

AThe deadly drought: atfiStatew€Eabiemaen hae b e eurebfghe dreught-downseumningdutof i ng p
drinking water from next week, farmers shooting more than half their animals, and small communities dying. The bleak news prompted the
Premier to announced a $65 million drought relief package, saying the situation was wor se tharmSMH®ctdber 4, 19¥)al i sed. o

AFamine poses si@Theoeugr e wrrg@tiombal ance between popul ation and the nat
most formidable challenge, the Australian ambassador for the environment to the United Nations, Ms Penelope Wensley, said yesterday. She
was addressing the 1994 Landcare conference in Hobart, attended by about 600 delegates to assess the decade of Landcare sincet he pr ogr a m(

launch in 1989 anedssuretysu wiatig happening intefinatienally has profound implications for Australia and in the effort of
ordinary Australians to shape their futureo, she said. entfeWermaionad i n t he
community, not just Australia, must f i ndhedustdian Beptembes9j1894). f or t he future

ADrought fH8a3%WSWb NSW was declared drought stricken yesterday,stmalyi mc
(The Telegraph Mirror, October 1, 1994).
iHeat down i nfiNew Del hi 0 Residents of this Indian capi t-afterncoeljigbi ced t
on Monday reached only 36 degrees. For the past week, northern India has endured its worst heat in half a century, with temperatures that have
soared to 46 degrees in the city and 49 degrees in the nearby Rajasthan Desert, leaving more than 400 people dead from heat-related ilinesses,
causing outbreaks of cholera and stomach ailments, creating power and water shortages and generally making life hellish. After one particularly
brutal night last week, when the low temperature was 33 degrees, 18 people were found dead on the streets of New Delhi. Near the Rajasthan

towmnofDhol pur, and el derly woman and 6 year old girl di ed odbeemawetybadr ok e
summer 6, said Vinod Kumar, 25, a buildero6s | abour eialydifftdtfomabeures.ar ryi ng b
Someti mes everything goes hazy before my eyes. SMHy &uhe 18 1984).y . I constant

il nferno omMAJupmeéted® violent encounter with atrhea haginamanpyl gmetdiicg emr. @v
(Time, July 25, 1994).

ABushfire poll uti onf Simogahpearrse :SESiAsgaporeds skyscrapers disappeared i

rained with finely powdered ash, the sun emerged only as an orb behind the murky haze, and the Environment Ministry said air pollution levels

were way over the safety limits. It is a distressing pattern of extraordinary air pollution which has plagued Singapore, Malaysia and Indonesia for

almost three months, the result of huge fires raging in the tropical rain forests on the Indonesian islands of Kalimantan and Sumatra. While

Sydney experienced a day or two of similar conditions during the January bushfires, the South-East Asian haze has endured so long that millions

havebeen f orced to adjust their Ilifestyles to air quSMH,Octgber2E8). ngs f ar e X
ASummer smogSYDNEY:iseAir pollution during the summer mont heporthas been
the Government 6s e nyv iThedelegraph-Miadr, Augast 26,1%d).g . 0 (
AUnl eaded petrol st iflMo ttoorx ivce h iscalyess ewkopuelrdt 6cont i nue to pump toxic che
to phase out leaded petrol, delegates attending a conference on air pollution warned yesterday. Mr Graham Johnson, a principal scientist at the
CSI RO6s Centre for Pollution Assessment and Control, sai danitdompodnds was Kk

contained i n SHH Amusti2s 094pns . 0 (

APesticides kill fAdAX, O00e0asa y4e0ar0:00UNeopl e are killed each year by mis
permanently damaged, according to Mr Jan Huismans, oft he Uni t ed Nati ons d&hmevAgerMayp2n®e4). program. 0 (

ARussian oil spilflNetw rYeoartk :t oA Arupttiucroed pipeline in the Russian Arcti
fragile permafrost and posing potentially major environmental damage to the region, according to reports received by the US Department of
Energy. The volume of the spill is roughly 8 times the amount lost when the Exxon Valdez ran aground in Alaska in 1989, but the actual
magnitude of the damage wil | be difficult to deter mi neMid, O¢tdbdr26ni®34e i nf or mati on i s av

ACommuni sts bequeath envifirTohnemehnutgael otiilmes pbiolmiboi n t he Russian Arctic i
inherited from the old communist State that also includes industrial and radioactive pollution on a devastating scale. Pollution was a strictly taboo
subject under the Soviet regime as soil was ruined by millions of tonnes of heavy metals and nuclear waste; sulphur and other pollutants saturated
the atmosphere; and lakes and rivers turned into depositories for sewage. An estimated 22 million square kilometres of territory across the former
Soviet Union were hit by pollution in one form or another during more than 70 years of communist rule. This makes the oil spill in the far northern
region of Komi only the | at eBheAustnliamgOctolben28, 1994)st of such probl ems. o (

ADry kill sfipeHramnsdMore than 200 pelicans have Htswahpsinesauh-easternl@ai, a sev
the official agency, IRNA, said yesterday. Regional environmental protection officer Mr Zabiollah Akrami said the pelicans had arrived from central
Asia to Lake Hamun, c¢l| ose tTheAustralianh@ctolibell, 1994).t h Af ghani st an. o (

AiAn economic argument ffioTrh eprseisreglve nngo stthei nippoyrot ant r eason f-dakingt he | os
land in its 6naturalé form, be it bog, f gmrmzmdd cropped. But thevalue ofthisdandmayn ver t i ng
actually be greater in its original state than after it has been transformed. Its value as farmland may be less than the medicinal value of its plants
and its use as a tourist venue. Add to this that chopping down a forest will cause floods elsewhere and will tend to exacerbate global warming
and the change in land use frequently makes no economic sense. Yet it is still happening. Why? The explanation lies in two distortions. Countries
frequently subsidise changes in land use for domestic political reasons. Even when they do not, it is difficult for them to extract the full value of the
land in its existing form. There is no easy way of ironing out the second distortion, but simply eliminating distorting subsidies would help. We do
not need to know what the fly is for: all we need to know is that it is economic nonsense to subsidise insecticides to kill it . ©

(The Age, Sept. 27, 1994).

ARi ver of fire killsfitMHumdreds of eglijeged théerans ef doutipesr Egyptian town yesterday, where
spilled oil caught fire and sent rivers of flame through its streets. Several houses in Dronka, 400km south of Cairo, were still ablaze nearly 24
hours after oil, spilling out of an overturned tanker train near a depot, was struck by lightning and caught fire. Other witnesses said the oil was
ignited when it came in contact with electricity pylons. The blazing oil was then carried through the town of 20,000 inhabitants of flood waters that
had f ormed f ol l owi ng t orTheAustralian, Novemben4sl994)n t he regi on. o (

AfQuake tolfiMamitlsa65®Bi |l i pino rescuers today found the bodies of three
as they slept. The discoveryt ook t he death toll from yesterdayds quake to at | east 65
metres from their homes in Baco, a small town on the central Philippine island of Mindoro which bore the brunt of the disaster, a senior official
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said. Rescuers were still searching areas along the east coast where roads and bridges were destroyed. President Fidel Ramos, who has
declared Mindoro a calamity area, cut short his trip to Indonesia for the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation forumto vi si t the strickerl
(The Daily Telegraph Mirror, November 17, 1994).

ATornado r avafgMisamii:!l | mgtedrnado spawned by tropical storm Gord

person and turning hundreds of mobile homes i nt o mangl ed al uminium and asbestos. il t

The storm was nearly stationary in the Gulf of Mexico today, with maximum sustained winds of 80km/h. The centre was about 185km south of

Sarasota. The deadliest tropical storm of the season hit Florida after wreaking havoc in the Caribbean. At least 100 people were confirmed killed

in Haiti, and the independent Radi o Si g iiheDailfTeegraghpNovemleidl7,1994. deat h t ol |

ipp
re

on r
6s pu

AfBattle to save HiExrpeahsd atroembbsadt t 1 i ng to save the tombs in the Vall
mont hés floods, the worst in Egypt this century. T30deathsh @he disadeebegas t at e d
shortly before the 77th anniversary of Howard Cartero6s di,G@yrarseThg of Tu
tomb was filled with water in the storms that started lashing Upper Egypt earlier this month. Workers have been suctioning out the water flooding
the tombs of Tutankhamun and Seti The #Auwstalian, Nevenpber 160 1994n gs have been cl eane

AWi nemakers expect to reap fiRehi badvesits MmadargEs awdstae éxpected to show a
huge increase to a record of about 750,000 tonnes despite the drought, taking winemakers closer to their $1 billion annual exports target. The

Winemakers Federation of Australia said yesterday that 1994had been 6éan unusual yearo6 and éboth qualit
which took hold in South Australia later than in NSW and Queensland, would actually produce greater-flavoured and higher-quality premium wines
in the State because dry grapesproduced wi nes wi t h mor eThe Austaliars Movembea 14,01094), it said.o (

Al gae threat t o firDa wasgekeh fafmens coeld ssoh be dealt another cruel blow from outbreaks of blue-green algae
blooms in NSW rivers and water storages. The warm, mild winter, coupled with rivers barely flowing, has created ideal conditions to trigger the
growth of the toxic weed. Blue-green algae are microscopic single-celled organisms which can kill animals and cause skin rashes, ear and eye

irritations, asthma-like symptoms and gastro-i nt est i nal problems in people. T hr egeeryafgaerblboma go t h

stretched for more than 1,000 km along the Barwon-Darling river system from Mungindi, on the Queensland border, to Wentworth, on the Victorian

border, killing more than 1, 600 sheepSuahedld ®ett3®,P4 whi ch drank the poiso
AFour di sastidrakaatdayd ndonesia, home of many of t he vspoearthqidkes, acti ve

bushfires and tidal waves, said today that it averaged at least four natural disasters a day. The official Antara news agency quoted the Social

Affairs Minister, Ms Endang Kusuma Suweno, as saying Indonesia had faced 1,641 disasters this year, an average of 4.5 a day. She told a

parliamentary commission yesterday that poor communications and inadequate data only hindered cataloguing the numbers of those affected by

such disasters - 772 killed, 2.2 million hurt and 15,000 buildings destroyed t hi s year . AThis poses difficulties
I ndonesiads | atest tragedy, 48 people were killed by a kbomtatmhafc er upti
destruction t hr oSvy,Decentoert,1304). Java. o (

AAustralia worst greenhouse gasiAmsttalri ani sndhsthighésedpaortdpita
industrialised world, according to a report released yesterday by the Australian Conservation Foundation. The report found that due to population
growth and land clearing in the past two decades, Australia has become one of the worst greenhouse has emitters in the world. Compared to
other Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development countries,Aus t r al i ads greenhouse gas emissions
tonnes of carbon dioxide, while Canada pr odu cEhdAuiirhliart, Decembesg, 19045 A 23, Ger

AiWhat on Ear t ha?T hlet 6Esa rhtoht tiesr ogrding to hewglatahoo dlihagerchange foom the United Nations. The findings,
which are part of research being done by 130 scientists world-wi d e f or t dgaverrthBnbakpanelr cénrate change, shows the rate of
global warming has increased by up to 30 per cent over the past two years. The UN update said the rate of warming of the atmosphere, had
increased by between 10 and 30 percent cent since 1992. Carbon dioxide emissions also increased in the past 18 months, after a period of
stabilisation between 1991 and mid-1993. Environment groups used the findings to put further pressure on the Federal Government to introduce
a carbon tax to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. The Australian Conservation Foundation said Australia had already fallen behind its interim
targets to reduce gases under an international agreement. Its executive director, Ms Tricia Caswell, said Australia had the worst levels of
greenhouse gas emissions per capita among OECD member nations. Federal Cabinet is due to consider measures to tackle greenhouse
emi ssions, but industry groups have campaigned agai ns({SMHJaoguary 13,01895)t ax, s

iArab States seek fresh ditfThat &gy ddre &Emsit r cmemvieoimedtal chisis Awithr onecqaarter of he i
Arab world |iving without access to safe water suppl eregonalkvicedpresiderdtoff t h i n
the World Bank, Mr Ciao Koch-Weser, said yesterday. He was presenting a 78 page World Bank environmental strategy plan to an annual
meeting of Arab League ministers responsible for the environment. The bank was ready to double lending for environmental projects in the region
to $US 1 billion ($1.29 billion) a year, he said. The report paints a grim picture of pollution in the Arab world, which it says costs Arab League
nations $US 10 billion a year, or about 3% of their combined gross domestic product, half of which is accounted for by the health costs of
respiratory and other pollution related diseases. It says 60 million Arabs have no access to safe water, nine Arab countries are annually
consuming more than 100% of their renewable water resources, and 45 million people live in cities with air pollution at least five times World
Health Organisation-accepted levels. The bank said that since 1991 it had provided loans of more than $US1.8 billion to Middle East and North
African countries for mainly environmental projects. Nearly 44% was invested in projects to develop water resources and environmental protection,
with the rest going to energy and transportation, agriculture and pollution control. Such projects would receive $US3 billion in the next 3 years.
The report urges Arab nations to increase institutional structures to deal with environmental problems (few States have ministries for the
environment, for instance), to cut energy and water subsidies, which it says amount to $US25 billion a year and to substantially increase
information and awarenessabout t he | evel s and TheAugtalias Dezdmbep 4 1904t i on. o0 (

fifaipei-a city choking on ATAl PoBAN sTuhcec esssms et over the river outside T:
island, once so famous for its beauty that it was called Formosa. Now you will be lucky to get a smeary glimpse of the sun and the outlines of the
mountains, the whole region is so thickly covered with a permanent grey pall. Welcome to Taiwan. It has a population of 20 million, mostly
squeezed into a comparatively small area between mountains and sea. The results are cities such as Taipei which, as one businessman
commented wryly, o6is not fit for human inhabitationé. .

Most Taiwanese are strangely phlegmatic, even fatalistic, about how their wealth is literally choking them. This is despite the gray smog,
despite the rising incidence of asthma, despite the traffic jams - which on holidays can stretch halfway way across the island and have given
Taiwan the dubious fame of having inventedanadult nappy to cope with a 360 ki |SMhe&dnuag 173, 1095 ney t h

AOZONE RESCUE. A 10% drop in the | evel of stratospheric ozone could
cancer. | t s spr i ng tandibkatmeans thenozome hole is maek, right on schedule. Just as in every year since it was first reported in

1985, the concentration of this protective stratospheriaviolg@astohas tempo
penet r ate to the earthds surface. This yeards hole is wor7@%oft han ever:
Ant arcticabs ozone blanket has disappeared. Things ar e someddyrecdatbdverer i n

the world, leaving animals, plants and people more susceptible to the skin cancers, damaged systems and stunted growth that excessive
exposure to ultr avTiod Movembea?dy 94 an cause. 0 (
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AWHERE THE TAPS AREORUPNt G4®ORY00 -giriekenpateas oficauntrg NSWurgyhrtin out of water if there are
no significant rainfalls by next March. Public Works Minister and Deputy Premier lan Armstrong yesterday released figures showing the number of
towns without water supply and those in danger of running out of water. Towns which have run out of water are Tibooburra, Clare, Hatfield,
Nymagee, Crawin, Tomingley, Caragabal, Quandialla, Bimbi, Rowena, Eumungerie, Mogriguy, Brocklehurst, Ballimore, Wongarbon, Windeyer,
Stuarttown, Hargraves, Cooks Gap, Wollar, Lue, Croppa Creek, Old Bonalbo, Mallanganee, Rappville, Torrington, Emmaville, Red Range,

Gl encoe, Wool brook, N oThe Surttderald, aDeabmbBralt, 1984).a . O

AFLOOD T A R&MedFloodsithat killed 64 people in northern Italy last month caused $12.2 billion damage and the Government will
have to raise a special tax |l evy to fi ndSMHhBecemen3el®94). t he Treasurer, Mr

ABUSHFI RES FLARE | N RE (fCDRebs oHJeObIE YBlkapsEd) thousands of homes were blacked out and bushfires flared
yesterday as Sydney sweltered through its hottest December day in 37 years. At 1pm the temperature at Observatory Hill, near the Harbour
Bridge, reached 40.7C - 105.2 on the old Fahrenheit scale - the hottest December day since 42.2C was recorded on December 20, 1957. At
Richmond, the temperature soared to 43.7C. An ambulance spokesman said 34 people who collapsed from heat exhaustion in the metropolitan
area were taken to hospital, including a child found locked in a car in a Chatswood car park. At least six major bushfires were reported around the
State as most of NSW was covered by fire bans. One blaze, at West Gosford, was still out of control last night, threatening industrial properties.
The heat caused chaos for commuters throughout the day. The NRMA reported more than 900 breakdown calls an hour in the metropolitan area,
compared with the normal rate of 400 to 500. Most calls were triggered by overheating radiatorsor f uel t hat 8SMHIDev22@4)r i sed. 0

i WORLD BANK WARNS | NDONESI A ON R&lI NFORESTMahO&G) NGbe I ndonesian part
forests cover the landscape, creating the impression of an infinite resource. It is difficult to picture this vast and sparsely populated region stripped
of most of its trees. Yet, the World Bank warns t haBr ahzairlvéess,t sarfer ormu nl
50 percent higher than the estimated sust a i n a b ITke Weekénd Austrglian, November 26-27, 1994).

il NDI A6S Bl HAR STATE PLUNGES I NTO AB¥SSaOFI TERRORFoDESCANEe | ndi ans, a
travelling back to the Dark Ages, to a time of lawlessness and chaos. But others see Bihar as a nightmare just beginning to unfold, one in which
the hierarchy of caste, which has cemented Indian Hindu society together for thousands of years, is crumbling and being replaced by an anarchy
that could spread throughout Ind i a . AThereds a reign of terror in Biharo, said Mr Saib
northern I ndia. fiCastes are fighting castes. The St at e-pblieesthewostmhner ed aw
hospitals, even basic salaries-h av e v a n EMH) Bat..3,01994)(

ASPARE OUR LAND FROM BHIING aD/EeNUEEDRNt | Yy compl eted an extensive tour
kilometres, | was shocked by the denuding of the landscape of any sizeable trees. Following flash floods, the swollen rivers were chocolate-red
and erosion was widespread. To the north, the Sahara Desert, like a great cancer, continues its relentless move to the south through Ethiopia into
Kenya. This parlous state of affairs has been brought about by sheer desperation. Desperation by incredibly poor people cutting the trees for
firewood. Here in Australia - a rich, lucky country with a Prime Minister extolling us on our outstanding growth - we are being told to chop down
our few remainingold-gr owt h f orests, not for firewood, as a result of dire povert
cannot criticise the Kenyans for what they are doing, just as one cannot criticise foresters wanting their jobs. But can we not, as a rich nation, stay
the hand of destruction and relocate and re-employ these people at a tiny cost in our overall budget? Can not those responsible for this
vandalism and lunacy get on a plane and visit northern Kenya for a week and see what they are prepared to do to our country, which is already
suffering massive high saliniSMy,Decr26 1994p.i | degradati on probl ems?0 (

AFOOD SHORTAGES HI T NOROTkHy dc:ORNEQArot h Ko r e a wa sages dué tb lead weatlger &nd hadraskgd ai n s h
Japan for food aid, Japanese Mps said yesterday after talks with a North Korean official. Shortages of food, fuel and other goods are believed to
be serious in North Korea after the collapse of its benefactor, the Sovie t U n iSkIHh, May 27, 1995).

ASCI ENTI STS LEAVE CAUTIOMN O IIy,L oM iNDSbe agrees that the earth is wa
there are solutions, but the will of the people is needed to make governments clean up their acts. SCIENTISTS are a cautious bunch. They study,
ponder, discuss, publish and then, i f pressed, use car ewWabdolutgslorrsexg es | i k
headlines slip past their collective lips. But earlier this month, researchers got down and got definitive. A team of 10 scientists from a wide range
of disciplines told colleagues attending the Australia-New Zealand Conference on Climate Change in Wellington that there was no doubt:
temperatures inour litlepart of the planet are going up. AThe warming is real, o0 sa
research group at the Bureau of Meteorology in Melbourne. In other words, climate change is upon us now. No ifs, ands or buts. 0

(Sydney Morning Herald, October 22, 1994).

ABLUEREEN ALGAE POl SONSALBLEEBADCKérve poisons normally associated wi
been linked to livestock deaths in NSW resulting from blooms of toxic blue-green algae. The discovery has raised concern over the safety of
water supplies and the food chain as Australia faces what scientists fear may be its worst blue-green algae season on record as the drought
intensifies. BGA blooms have been reported already from the Darling River near Bourke, the Fitzroy River near Rockhampton in Queensland, a
water storage near Bundaberg, and Chaffee and Wyangala dams in NSW. It is now clear that one form of BGA, Anabaena circinalis, contains
nerve toxins which cause paralytic shellfish poisoning, capable of killing within minutes by paralysing the breathing. The discovery was made by
Dr Michael Hindmarsh, a vet with the NSW Department of Agriculture, and Dr Gary Jones and Dr Andrew Negri of the CSIRO Division of Water
Resources. Investigating the deaths of 51 sheep near a farm dam near Walcha, they found algae in the dam which contained nerve toxins, as
well as high toxin levels in the dead animals. Previously the algae had only been definitely linked to chronic forms of poisoning causing liver
damage and risk of cancer. The sheep had died from three types of nerve poison: the so-called C-toxins, the more deadly gonyau-toxins and the
extremely lethal saxitoxins. These poisons act as sodium channel-blockers, preventing signals being transmitted up and down the nervous
system, |l eading to a tingling sensational <coll apse and dmankdipctlyframitioer y f ai
dam with a blue-green algae loom on It, and then died either right beside it or within 150 metres. Dr Jones said there was also concern about the
longer term safety of water which had contained blue-green algal bloomed. The poisons could remain in the water, becoming more and more
deadly for up to three months afterthebloom it sel f di s p e rTheeAdstradian,(O&tul|l 19N Cr i b b,

AVOLCANO ERWMOSGOW: A volcano i n Rus seasaKasichacp penisseld spewgdagh arld dustd2l  f ar
kilometres into the sky on Saturday in an eruption that could hamper air travel through the region, ITAR-TASS news agency reporte
SMH, October 3, 1994).
AARCTI C HI T BY-TOREWE1l3POM@HCOW, Monday: Greenpeace has estimated that
has spewed into the fragile Arctic environment in a massive new oil spill in far northern Russia. According to a Greenpeace spokesman, Mr Mark
Warford, Greenpeace activists visited the area after receiving a tip-off from local oil workers an Saturday. Mr Warford said the activists found huge
clouds of black smoke and flames burning from an oil slick two kilometres long. He said the company was still pumping oil through the pipe and
onto the ground at the area of the spill. The water pumped with the oil also contained chemicals highly toxic to the environment... He said
Greenpeace estimated the first oil spill at much higher than 14 033 tonnes, probably closer to the estimates of the American oil sources who
reported a spill of 270 000 tonnes to authorities in the United States. The Russian Ministry for Nature initially estimated the first spill at 60 000
tonnes, but reversed its decision and endorsed the company estimate after flying over the scene by helicopter just over a week ago...
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Mr Warford said that before finding the new spill, Greenpeace representatives had visited a river 60 kilometres from the original spill area

where banks were clogged with a slick a metre deep, all c dlbeardisasterby s no
zone, 0 he s ai ehpeace regrasantativeewho visitea the spill, Mr Paul Horsman, said in a statement that the oil slick was two
kilometres long and two metres deep. The Russian Ministry for Emergency Situations yesterday denied any knowledge ofanewspi | | . o

(SMH, November 8,1994).
AEVACUATI ONS AS WI NDS FAWi NBEYW BEAKRS®o0o 100 km/ h/ h created havoc for
the evacuation of several towns and threateni ng aVeraweekin GoyFawkesNatienalt i es . .
Park was fanned by the warm, windy conditi o®NH, Ocohed5, 1984 now burning acr

AFREAK WEATHER RAVAGES STATBGRQESTHIfRDoOAYO hail st or myestrdag asdreab | i zz ar c
weather caused a third day of destruction across the State. Workers at the energy commission Citipower, reported more than 470 000 power
bl ackouts across metropol i tan MkelAbstralianrNeversber,cl184)mi dni ght Saturday. o (

ANZ BATTEREDWLI NGTON: Helicopters rescued dozens of hikers fr

om fl oo
state of emergency yesterday as st or @MdH Nowesnbee® 198w Zeal and for the

four

ABUSHFI RESARAGALES HI T EAMBVI CIORAST Owi nds battered the east coast of t

shfires in Queensland and NSW and bringing heavy snow to the Victori
(The Australian, November 8, 1994).

AUS TO FI GHT | MM@GN afflaRES&®M Deputy Prime Minister Anwar -Easbnaterdsfigmt s ai d

rest raging in Indonesia. Thick smoke from fires rhasdhlowngcrossregibrndonesi

rouding Mal aysia, Si nga pheSwe-HeraldlOcwlzerd 19940 f | ndonesi a. o (

AFLOOD DEARHSbeast 172 Vietnamese, most of them children, have died
contnue t o t hreaten | The8u-Heraldd Ogobeo E984).y . 0 (

ANl NE DEAD AS FLOODS RAWAGENATHBNS8e@ people died in and around the Gr
egion at the weekend, c a orSonsmagd brihginga gadon-witle halthoithe traffic. @Ublic Wiwrkscapd Environment
inister Mr Costas Laliotis said the city il TheAustrdlianaGctobef24,1304). been ravag

AFLOODS HI T EGYPTI AES@& UKIORL, S Egypt: Several ancient sites damaged b
the finest and most important Pharaonic tombs in the Valley of the Kings in the southern province of Luxor... Heavy rains hit southern Egypt on
Wednesday, killing more than 350 people, most of them water carrying burning oil swept through the village of Dronka, north of Luxor. Water also
thundered down the mountains above the Valley of the Kings on the west side of the Nile, 700km south of Cairo, crashing into thousand-year-old
tombs which figure among EgheAust@aliéan, Navember B 1904).st attractions. o (

AiFLOODS SWAMP SOUTHERMNMI EWRIOPH&®avy flooding cut off entire villages i
people and leaving hundreds reported missing. Schools, hotels and even a train opened doors to the thousands of people rendered homeless.
Many people were plucked from their rooftops by helicopters or rescued by motorboat. The flooding swept away bridges and pieces of highway,
cut off hundreds of villages and forced the cl osi ng odrst. Nhoat 806nsofraimt er nat
fell over 60 hours from late on Saturday. Flooding also hit the northern regions Liguria, Lombardy and Val db&éAosta, whi
Alpine sections. Heavy rain fell over much of central Italy, Sicily and the Naples area. Italian officials said an army of 20 000 firefighters, police and
vol unt eer s wdalse Adgseapan, iNgventber 8, 1994).

ADEVASTATI NG RAI NS KILL 63 INTEUROREI al MOROECEO9Swept southern Europe

cutting off villages, knocking out bridges and c | pesplenwgs uNdercttred metresroft er na't
water, and large areas of the city were without gas, electricity or phone services... In France, where seven people died since the weekend, floods
forcedthe Nice-Cot e d6Azur internati onal rrowi. Rairs falling severakcdays is Eoracco killed/at least d5 peoplen the
newspaper L®&Opinion reported today. Flooding rivers destroyed homes, s

(SMH, Nov. 8,1994).
ACYCLONE TO#B MAD R 2 8ia: Atleast 192 people died in flash floods and collapsing buildings as a cyclone lashed the southern
I ndian State of Tami/l Nadu and Andra Pr ad&NH November8,1984. past week, offic

AQUAKE | NJURES 20 IANKARNEMoreAdr520 people were injured when an earthquake measuring 6.3 on the Richter
scale rocked a small Indonesian island early yesterday, the local Meteorological and geophysical Agency said. The quake struck 220km south of
Ternate, off theislandof Hal maher a, part oThe AustaliaMOdt. 019N chain. o (

iDUTCH FLEE AS FLOODS THRE ATEmétgencgservideSandatn®y df zalunteefs struggled to plug weak points in
flood defences as water levels reached critical levels in The Netherlands but began receding in Germany, Belgium and France. Thousands more
people were ordered to abandon their homes in central Netherlands. Huge tracts of the country braced for catastrophe as sodden dikes
threatened to collapse after days of intense pressure from rising rivers. A quarter of a million people have fled as dikes threatened to dissolve,
battered by waters overflowing from bloated rivers and canals after heavy rains. Floods across north-west Europe, which have already claimed
16 lives in France, six in Belgium, three in Germany and one in The Netherlands, are likely to be the costliest this century. Early Dutch estimates
said the cost was already above $2 billion, but economists said this could rise dramatically to as much as $47 billion if dikes gave way. In northern
Engl and, dozens of people were evacuated from their BMHnEebruays3 1895)ver s s w

ATHOUSANDS GATHER I N SOUTH AMERI CA TDACBODEBRATRE EQJLllePS$®on bl ocked t|
wide expanse of South America yesterday, delighting tourists and scientists who came from around the world to watch the rare solar eclipse... This
event is not only for scd emhdrsmascibutt ifmrLalPazmp,eo@Pdegrdo Saliads Guzman. i W
eclipse raced over a remote section of the Bolivian Andes at an altitude of 4000m to 6400m for two to five minutes. From there, the shadow
continued across northern Paraguay, Brazil and Argentina before disappearing over the Atlantic... The capital , La Paz, came to a standstill as
schools, banks, businesses and government offices closed so people could watch. The last total eclipse visible here was in 1966, and the next
one will not be until 2113. The Bolivian Government issued official statements to reassure members of several religious sects that the solar eclipse
did not mean the end of ThhWeekendrAlstraliama\sverabprib#6,d%04).hi ng. o (

i WO RIL WEATHER CHAOS: A WEEK OF CRAZY WEATHERO

1 - SUNDAY: Eastern Texas hit by vicious storms. Baby killed and 18 people injured in town of Henderson.

2 - SUNDAY: 37 killed, 200 evacuated in flash floods on Indonesian tourist islands of Lombok.

3 - SUNDAY: 506 bodies recovered from ruins of homes burnt by flaming oil which leaked from a depot and was carried on floodwaters
through Dronka, a village 400km south of Cairo, Egypt.

4 - SUNDAY, MONDAY: In Morocco, 15 people died when flooded rivers destroyed homes.

5 - Floods also hit Spain and the island of Corsica.

6 - In southern France, seven people died in floods in Nice and Lozere region.

7 - In Italy, 59 people died and 45 were missing in floods in northern region on Piedmont, around Turin, and Lombardy. City of Asti (40km
south-east of Turin) was under three meters of water. 5 000 people were left homeless.
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